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Unlimited opportunities part 9   t Eph 3:20-21
PP: You did ask for a sign – God…..

There are 3 principles I want us to focus on today.  From this sign we see the first two principles.

1) Life is not just a destination – life is a journey

2) EVERYONE is on a journey either with God or without God

This whole series of unlimited opportunities comes from these 11 words
Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  

· As we read the NT we discover these 11 words changed the people who took that command serious and actually follow Jesus.  
· Jesus was calling people to journey with Him and they would discovered fulfillment, satisfaction and learn to expect the unexpected.

· This journey principle was not a new concept but we see it all through the Bible starting in the OT.

· In fact last weekend we learned that God had his children on a journey of a lifetime to the Promise Land.

· As people followed God in the OT and Jesus in the NT they discovered:

Our journey with God = no lack, no excuses, no fear and FEW regrets; a lifetime of unlimited opportunities

· Last weekend we learned that the children of Israel were on the VERGE of entering the land but they got fearful and REFUSED to obey God.

· Moses had sent our 12 spies and the verdict was 10-2 – do not enter the land.

· Their unbelief leads to a HUGE MISSED OPPORTUNITY
· BUT today we will see a third principle – the bottom line about our journey with God.
3) On our journey remember that GOD IS FOR US    

Turn to your neighbor and say GOD IS FOR US 
T Num 13:30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”

Num 13:31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” 
What will God do with these rebellious ungrateful people?
R Romans 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

God’s word is for our PERSONAL application - let’s learn from THEIR mistakes

Numbers 14:1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 

2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 

3 Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 

4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt." 

· Notice Satan has them believing that God is NOT for them.

· But the truth is going back to Egypt WITHOUT God and his provision, direction and protection would be certain suicide.

· If somehow they made it back to Egypt, what would that welcome by Pharaoh be like? Back into slavery – what a poor option!
Satan’s offer was to go backward without God – guaranteed failure
Numbers 14:5-9

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell face down in front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered there. 

6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 

Numbers 14:7 (Balmer) and they said to all the people of Israel, “Look at the blue bracelets you are wearing – what do they say???  They say OUR GOD PROVIDES – believe and enjoy!    GOD IS FOR US!
7 and said to the entire Israelite assembly, "The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 

8 If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 

9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them." 

God’s offer was to go forward with Him – guaranteed success
Numbers 14:10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the Lord appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites. 

· The people REFUSED to believe God’s word which told them that it was THEIR land and it would be awesome.
· Instead they believed man’s word – filled with fear and unbelief – all based on lies from Satan.

· Remember that our battle is in the MIND.

Then - God suddenly appears just in time to stop the stoning. The blue bracelets were right – God was providing protection for Joshua and Caleb.

· God has a solution and says I will destroy this nation and make Moses the founder of a new one that will obey me.

· But then Moses intervenes and tells God I love these people and I know you love these people and I really want to protect YOUR reputation.

· God the Egyptians and other nations would view the destruction of Israel as your inability to keep your promise.  They will make fun of a god who is impotent and mock you.

Numbers 14:17-19

17 "Now may the Lord's strength be displayed, just as you have declared: 18 'The Lord is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.' 
19 In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now." 

· Moses says to God, God forgive them and then discipline them for their sin because everyone knows of YOUR love for YOUR people.

Numbers 14:20-25

20 The Lord replied, "I have forgiven them, as you asked. 

· Because of God’s grace, God DOES forgive them – God is FOR US
R 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

21 Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the Lord fills the whole earth, 

22 not one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times —  

23 not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it. 

· God says here are the consequences of your unbelief – everyone over the age of 20 will wander in the wilderness over the next 40 years until you ALL die – none of you will enter the PL.
· Only Joshua and Caleb will be excluded from this adult judgment

There are TWO huge lessons for all of us.

Our missed opportunities often impact other people
· All the people suffered because of these people’s unbelief.  

· God didn’t hold the children – the younger generation responsible for the sins of their parents.

· But they will still suffer because of their parents’ sins

App: Parents you have a great responsibility and opportunity to impact your children.  Here we see the long lasting effect that comes from negative, complaining, and unbelieving parents!

Be different – be a parent that really follows God by obeying His word.

Live the life of a REAL follower of Christ and by your example pass down BLESSINGS to your children.

Lynda and I are so thankful for godly parents – not perfect parents, but godly parents who paved the road for us to walk on.

We SAW personally what it was like to be a follower of Jesus Christ.

It worked wonderfully for our parents and it works wonderfully for us
God is generous with his grace and thorough in his loving discipline
· Because God is a holy God he has to punish sin.

· You know the statement: choose to sin – choose to suffer

· We all have experienced God’s forgiveness but we also know that SIN always has consequences.

Well the wilderness journey of 40 years begins and we will see some wonderful principles from a summary in Deuteronomy 8.  This WHOLE chapter is filled with principles of HOW to journey with God.
T Deuteronomy 8:1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. 

· God is giving the children of Israel some essentials for having a successful journey of life.  
· They will apply to each of us since we are also on a journey with God.

· And remember it is not just about the destination but the journey.

Listen to and obey God’s word – ALL of it
· Notice God wasn’t giving them nice suggestions but commandments.

· It is not good enough to listen to the Word of God – we have to obey it.

· That is WHY they failed to enter the PL the first time.

Luke 6:46 "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?  
The word Lord means Master; it means He has complete authority over our lives, we belong to Him, and that we are to do whatever He says.  

 
· The church is filled with so called believers who are not really Christians.  
· They are good people, members of a good church, even go to church but they do not obey the commands of God.

· They don’t read, know and obey the word of God.
· Jesus says if you are on a journey of following me – you will OBEY me and MY WORD
Deuteronomy 8:1 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. 

Obedience brings God’s blessings   GOD IS FOR US
Deut 28:2 (NLT) You will experience all these blessings if you obey the Lord your God:
· God wants to bless them and us – understand that God is FOR US!
· Next God gives them a memory test – to see if they KNOW how blessed they have always been as they were on this journey. 


2 Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 

Remember that God led you and continues to lead you
· God was saying to them – I have never left you even when you rebelled.

· In the OT God was always with his people.

· In the NT it is even better.

CF – God is with you and lives IN YOU
R Exodus 13:21 By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.
· So God led the Israelites by a CLOUD and FIRE until they arrived in the Promise Land.  

 

Here we are 3500 years later, HOW God lead us?  

 

Romans 8:14 … those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
Read it in reverse – CF’S are led by God!    God is FOR US
· Today God leads us by the WORD of God and by the inner promptings from the Holy Spirit. 

· We are reminded that God wants us to GUIDE each of us.  

· God wants to be involved in every aspect of our lives.  

· God is interested in each of His children. He wants to work out HIS purposes in our lives.  

2 Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. 

On our journey - God will humble us and test us
Humble us
· God wants to remind us that HE IS GOD and we are not.

· Humility starts with acknowledging our dependence upon God

· A humble mindset simply submits and obeys God.  

· Knowing God should make us humble  

· Knowing ourselves should keep us humble  

Tests us
· Faith is like a muscle that must be exercised to grow

· God tests us to grow our faith so we can be more useful to Him.

· Life in the wilderness provided lots of tests – would they trust God or trust themselves.

· Same for us – are we really TRUSTING GOD or just saying that we do?

God tests us to bring out our best – to mature us  

 

3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

4 Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty years. 

· Here we have another memory test for the children of Israel.

· God takes them down MEMORY LANE.

· God reminds them that SUPERNATURALLY He was for them and provided everything they needed.

· God led them for 40 years and soon they would have another chance to enter the PL.

· God fed them PHYSICALLY; manna 6 days a week for 40 years 
· God fed them SPIRITUALLY; to survive and succeed they had to listen to and obey HIS WORD.  

Our source of life is not physical bread but GOD and HIS word
We are listening and reading the whole NT in 40 days – blessings!
· God provided for them supernaturally – clothes, shoes that did not wear out and feet that didn’t swell!  WOW

· Imagine that; they wore the same clothes and shoes for 40 years.

App: That made for happier marriages

Wives didn’t have to search for a pair of shoes that actually FIT 

No husband had to answer this question; does this outfit make me look fat! 

No wife had to say to her husband – that outfit doesn’t match!

· Here Israel was reminded of God's faithfulness to them over the past 40 years, even in some of the things that they might otherwise consider hardships, such as the times that God has disciplined them. 
· All of that was to be seen as blessings from God and a reminder to remain faithful to Him.
· God is FOR US!

Selah – let’s all stop and take a trip down MEMORY LANE and understand that GOD IS FOR US – all the supernatural blessings we have experienced from our Generous God.

Look back and remember all the blessings from God since you started to follow him.

He has never failed you.

Keep following and He promises there is no need for excuses, no lack, no fear and FEW regrets

When we do sin, fail – there is promised forgiveness

He knows what is ahead of you.

His plan for you here is good – filled with purpose and meaning.
The end of the journey is Heaven and it just doesn’t get any better than that.

On our journey remember that GOD IS FOR US    

Fact: EVERYONE is on a journey either with God or without God

Question: Are you doing life with or without God?
1 John 5:11-12 …God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

God’s offer to do life with Him = guaranteed success 

Closing song

Our God - Chris Tomlin - Worship Song at the end

As we sing – take a journey down MEMORY LANE – GOD IS FOR US
