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The church – why we do what we do   week 2
PP: what is the measure of a successful shoe factory?
Is it the hard working employees? Is it the large modern building?

Is it the good working conditions, the wonderful cafeteria and awesome childcare for the employees?
Illus: Show my shoe – It is none of the above.  The measure of a successful shoe factory is to CONTINUE to make quality shoes.
· We learned last weekend that the church is a living organism, a body of Christ followers who carry out the purposes of God on the earth.

· Every CF is in essence the church. You and I are the church.
We learned last weekend that Jesus gave 2 commands that explained HOW EVERY CF is to carry on HIS ministry.  

1st command – be filled (lifestyle) with the Holy Spirit.
T Matthew 28:19-20

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

2nd command – Be a disciple and then make disciples

· Notice Jesus doesn’t say go and make converts but disciples.

· SO like the shoe factory – let me ask you a question; what is the measure of a successful church?
· A successful church is not related to buildings, technology, numbers of attendees, money or activities.
The measure of a successful church is to continue to make growing disciples.
What is a disciple – am I a growing disciple – and HOW do I evaluate myself spiritually
T1 Corinthians 2:14(NLT) But people who aren’t spiritual (natural) can’t receive these truths from God’s Spirit. It all sounds foolish to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are spiritual can understand what the Spirit means.
· The Bible puts every human being in one of two categories.
1. Natural – unsaved (HS doesn’t live in them)
Everyone is born in the natural, unsaved category. We are born sinners and in bondage to Satan. We cannot understand God or his ways.  We rely on our own human wisdom that results in being empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death. We may be a morally good person but we are spiritually we are DEAD.
1 Corinthians 2:15 (NLT) Those who are spiritual can evaluate all things, but they themselves cannot be evaluated by others.
2. Spiritual – saved (Holy Spirit lives in them)
The spiritual man or woman has repented, believed and received Jesus as their personal Savior. At the moment of their salvation, God the Holy Spirit came to live inside of them. They are born again and ALIVE spiritually. They are guided and empowered by the HS and have begun the process of being a disciple – a committed follower of Jesus.  
NEXT the Bible further divides the Spiritual person into two categories.
1. Immature or carnal Christian

2. Mature CF – growing disciple
1 Corinthians 3:1 (NLT) Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn’t talk to you as I would to spiritual people. I had to talk as though you belonged to this world or as though you were infants (SPIRITUAL BABIES) in the Christian life.
There is a valid BABY CF stage
· Every CF starts as a BABY CF. This is a normal stage just like it is in real life. 
· This Christianity thing is ALL new to them and they must be taught and matured to know HOW to be a growing disciple.
R 1 Peter 2:2 (NLT) Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this nourishment,
1 Corinthians 3:2 I had to feed you with milk, not with solid food, because you weren’t ready for anything stronger. And you still aren’t ready,
1 Corinthians 3:3 for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other. Doesn’t that prove you are controlled by your sinful nature? Aren’t you living like people of the world?

· You are STILL NOT READY to be a disciple

· Paul is frustrated because these CF’S should have been growing but they were still babies and immature spiritually.  
· They were not fulfilling the purposes God had for them; the church at Corinth was NOT successful and impacting their world.
Os Guinness –“Most Christians are UNDISCIPLED DISCIPLES.  They know Jesus but little else and they are spiritually impotent like spiritual pygmies”… and they don’t care.  THUS the Great Commission is now the great omission and as a result the world is NOT being turned upside down as we see in the book of ACTS.

There is an END to this BABY CF stage
2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…..
When Jesus started His ministry, he said to people – follow me (to walk the same road) and I will teach you how to BE me.

R Romans 8:29 (NLT) For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son……….

A disciple is a LIFELONG learner under discipline (spiritually mature)
· Under discipline = training that instructs, directs and corrects 
· Submission = a willing attitude that wants to cooperate
· As the disciples FOLLOWED Jesus 24/7 they LEARNED to become COMMITTED CHRIST FOLLOWERS.
A disciple LEARNS to think, to live and to minister like Jesus 

They learn to have the mind of God; they learn to live, walk and BE just like Jesus (godly character) and they learn to minister like Jesus.
R 1 John 2:6 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 
In Acts 4 we read that the Jewish leaders KNEW Jesus’ disciples because they thought, walked, lived and minister just like HIM.
Illus: CCM and all our campuses (we are the church) - let’s stop and SPIRITUALLY evaluate ourselves.  Which are you? 
1. Immature or carnal Christian

2. Mature CF – growing disciple

John 8:31 (NLT) Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to (OBEY) my teachings.

Being a disciple is the first step but then the next step is to go and make other disciples. 
T Acts 2:37
We learned last weekend that the 120 disciples were filled with the HS and God supernaturally gathered Jews from all over the world to hear a sermon from Peter.

PP: map of people from all over the world at Jewish Feast of Pentecost – what country did you pick last week?

You were there at the end of Peter’s sermon and many of you asked this question.

Acts 2:37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Peter responded V 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.
This was the start of the NT church – it was HUGE - 3120

Peter’s keys: the teaching of the word of God, the power of the Holy Spirit, the focus on Jesus is the only way to God and everyone can have a changed life.
· You as well as 3000 others are BABY CF’S and don’t have a clue what to do next.  Do you go home to your country of stay in Jerusalem?  
· The disciples KNEW what to do. 

· They would teach these 3000 about the Great Commission and how they would grow from baby CF’s to mature disciples.
· They would follow the pattern that Jesus used on them.
· This would involve teaching and learning and other spiritual disciplines.

· Here in Acts 2 we see the pattern that was established for the church – a pattern that we need to follow TODAY.
PP: (Bulletin) Commit – to be a growing follower of Jesus (a disciple)
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Verse 42 gives us FOUR of the SEVEN spiritual disciplines that make a church successful in the eyes of God.

1) The healthy church is a learning church - study, learn and obey the Bible

Devoted (continued steadfastly) = to adhere to one; to persevere 

· What teachings did these new baby CF’S learn and obey?

· The apostles' teaching included the (1) Old Testament as well (2) as the teachings that Jesus gave to his disciples while here on earth.  
· Learning and obeying the Bible is God’s primary way to grow and mature SPIRITUALLY.

· Jesus taught how to GATHER for growth and SCATTER for ministry.
Gather (inward growth)        Scatter (outward ministry)    

· God has given us His word so that we can know the truth about life and eternity.

· Correct living is rooted in correct belief

· The Bible gives us ALL the answers to life.

· To grow spiritually we must CONTINUE to learn the word and apply it to our daily lives.

Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves... to the breaking of bread...  

Acts 2:47 praising God  

3)  The healthy church is a worshipping church – keep the focus on Jesus
· Worship is our NATURAL response for who God is and what he has done.  Part of our worship is celebrating communion TOGETHER.
Communion = the Lord’s Supper = Eucharist (means thanksgiving)
· Remember you are there – as a Jew you TOTALLY understood the JEWISH feast of Passover.
· Passover represented the sacrificing of an animal so that the Jewish people could be freed from the bondage of Egypt. 

Communion, the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist is full of symbolic principles and significance. Jesus HIMSELF gave the church the pattern for Communion as He related it to the OT religious holiday called the Passover.
· How wonderful for Peter and the others to pass on what Jesus had taught them on the night before HE went to the cross.

· Jesus taught them that he was the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the whole world.

T 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 

24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me."  

25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."  

The main purpose of communion is to REMEMBER Jesus
Say this with me - Jesus says, remember me

This new FOCUS on Jesus was very important for these Jews who had previously focused on the ritual, the animal but now on the person of Jesus.

Look back (the cross, my salvation)
· We stop and look back at Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.

· We are FREED from sin because of what Jesus did.

· We look back to our own SALVATION – HOW THANKFUL

Look within (self examination)
27 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.

28  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.
· Because we still sin and need God’s forgiveness, communion is not only looking back to when we first accepted Jesus as our Personal Savior but communion has present significance
· It is a time to ask God to look within us and tell us if there is any sin blocking our current fellowship. If there is, then we ask forgiveness BEFORE we partake in communion.
Key:  Communion is perfect example that salvation is not a religious act but an ongoing relationship with OUR Personal Savior.

How thankful TODAY for God’s grace and continuing forgiveness
Look around (we are family)
1 Corinthians 10:17 (NLT) And though we are many, we all eat from one loaf of bread, showing that we are one body.

· The Lord’s Supper, communion or the Eucharist is a beautiful picture of a healthy church.
· As you look up and down your row – we see that communion promotes unity. 

· All of us here desperately need the forgiveness of God.

· Thanks for being part of the family of God at CCM and all our campuses. There is something special about FAMILY.

Each time we observe the Lord’s Supper, we make a bold statement to the world that we are one in Christ and EVERYONE of us NEEDS Jesus.
Look ahead (Heaven – hope)
L 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

· A few weeks ago we learned that Heaven is better.
· We are simply pilgrims traveling through our time on earth.

· One day we will be in Heaven with God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit and ALL the family of God.

· Be encouraged and know there is HOPE for an incredible future for every CF.

Look outward (share the good news)
· Many of our neighbors, friends, co-workers and students do not yet have a personal relationship with God.
· Remember Jesus said that a huge part of a healthy church is to scatter – to share the good news of God’s forgiveness.

Jesus didn’t just die for US – He died for the WHOLE WORLD!
CLOSE and TAKE COMMUNION
Some of you here are unbelievers, unsaved – you have never asked Jesus to forgive you of your sins.
You have nothing to look back to – no date and time when your life was changed by God.

Before we share in communion, I want to offer you God’s forgiveness.

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. NIV
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