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Unlimited opportunities part 5    t Eph 3:20-21
PP: What comes to your mind when see or hear about the whole world?
· When I think about the world, I think about GOD, PEOPLE and TIME

· When God looks down on our world, here is what God thinks. Look at the words of Jesus.

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
· God has a goal for the whole world (all people)
· Satan has a goal for the whole world (all people) as well.

· These goals are VERY different.
T John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

· This shows us that there is a REAL spiritual battle for the whole world.

· Ever since the Garden of Eden Satan and God have been battling over the hearts and lives of people.

· Here is what that looks like over the last 6000 years.

Video (No sound – simple explanation)
· What part do CF’S play in this spiritual battle for the souls of mankind?
· Last weekend we learned 3 goals that Jesus had for every disciple who followed Him.  These goals are for you and me.
T Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 

Follow goal # 1; to know Christ
· As we follow Jesus we will know God personally and discover HIS purpose for us

Follow goal # 2; to become like Christ 

· Jesus says come and follow me – COME UNDER MY INFLUENCE and I will MAKE YOU like Me.

Luke 6:40 ……….. everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. 

CF’S become like Jesus – the character of Christ

CF’S think like Jesus – the mind of Christ

CF’S minister like Jesus – the works of Christ
· So as we follow Jesus we become the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus.

· We continue the ministry and message of Jesus on the earth.

Follow goal #3; to make Christ known
· Jesus promises to make each of us fishers of men and women.

· CF’S will have the heart of Jesus and take the gospel to the whole world.

T Mark 16:15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 
· Notice a key the church doesn’t share the gospel – only people can share the gospel.

PP: Fox Sports has rejected a Super Bowl commercial about the meaning of the Bible verse John: 3:16. 
The organization that produced the commercial says the network rejected the commercial because it contained “religious doctrine.”

The 30-second commercial directs viewers to a website (lookup316.com) where the site asks – Ever wonder what John 3:16 means?

· Now that is sad considering all the other ads that promote everything else under the sun. 

· But the truth is that God never designed the church, the newspaper, the TV, the radio and even the internet to DIRECTLY reach lost people.
God designed people to reach people with their mouths
· 2000 years ago Jesus left his 11 CF’S and they joined some others.

· They didn’t have any technology or even church buildings.

· But they did have the power of the Holy Spirit and through their MOUTHS sharing the gospel, look what happened in a short 30 years.
Acts 17:6 (NKJV) But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.


App: Turn to your neighbor- PEOPLE REACH PEOPLE WITH THEIR MOUTHS
Are there any people in the room?

Every CF will share the good news – verbally (MOUTH)
· Jesus’ feet took him where God wanted him to go – to PEOPLE.
· Then Jesus would open HIS MOUTH and share the good news.

· Jesus was speaking truth to lost people that he was the way to forgiveness, life, eternal life and God.

WORLD TIME CLOCK - Look at a picture of people in our world.

· This year we will have 7 billion people in our world.
· There are 152 remaining unreached people groups in the world.

· Every LOST person matters to God and they need to matter to us.

What do we know about people without a relationship with God?
· Billy Graham in 1983 gives us four universal principles.

· These four principles are true in every generation, in every corner of the world; they are true in EVERY PERSON YOU KNOW who is not a CF.

Every unbeliever is empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death 
Empty
· There is a God- shaped vacuum in every person that only God can fill.

· Without this relationship there is emptiness in every unbeliever.

· No matter how “good” things are in their lives – they are empty.

Solomon said it like this:

 R Eccl 1:2 (NLT) “Everything is meaningless,” says the Teacher, “completely meaningless!”  

· Solomon says that he had pursued the meaning of life on the secular level – living life without GOD and here is the result.

Life without God is unfulfilling, worthless, empty, zero, futile 
Lonely
· People can be in a crowd like at the Super Bowl stadium and still be lonely

· People can be at a home party with 30 people watching the Super Bowl and still be lonely.

· God created us to be in relationship with HIM and with other people who love us.  
· Without THAT relationship we remain LONELY.
Guilty
· The reason every person feels guilty is that God has given us a conscience.

· The CF doesn’t live with guilt because we have forgiveness through our relationship with Jesus Christ.

· BUT the unbeliever has no way to get rid of that guilt caused by their sin.

Afraid of death
· Don’t kid yourself; there is a universal fear of death.

· God has put eternity in the heart of every man and woman.

· They know they will live somewhere after death, but where?

PP: Look at all 3 keys (don’t copy)
1) Every person wants to be loved, find purpose in their life and be happy.

2) Life without God is unfulfilling, worthless, empty, zero, futile 

3) Thus EVERY unbeliever is empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death 

Pastor Mark – I understand that every person that I know that is an unbeliever is experiencing these 3 keys. But what does that have to do with me?

T Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 

· We see Jesus give us the His and our mission in one verse
· Seek – in order to find; to go or strive after
Mission: Jesus came to seek out sinners, share the good news and transform their lives for eternity.
· DAILY we ask God to bring us to people who are seeking, looking for answers in their lives.

· We ask God for open doors for those who are LOST, perishing, empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death.

· Our goal if or Christ to forgive them, restore them and rescue them from their sins.

Say – PEOPLE REACH PEOPLE WITH THEIR MOUTHS
Every CF is to continue Jesus’ mission on the earth.
Let’s follow the feet of Jesus and watch how he opens his mouth to share the good news.  We see Jesus on MISSION.
T Luke 19:1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 

· Jesus met people every day in the normal flow of life

· Jesus’ feet took him where God wanted him to go

· SEEK = Most people met Jesus on the “road”

2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 

· Zacchaeus was rich, unpopular, dishonest but he was also LONELY, UNHAPPY, EMPTY – WITH NO PURPOSE

· He was a likely candidate for a changed life – for salvation.

A. W. Tozer: "The average person in the world today, without faith and without God and without hope, is engaged in a desperate personal search throughout his lifetime”

3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd.

· Why did he want to see Jesus?  How had he heard about Jesus?

· Probably Jesus was the “talk of the town”

· That is what we want, thousands of CF’S talking about Jesus to all those who are SEARCHING.
· Remember WE ARE TO MAKE CHRIST KNOWN IN OUR CITY.
But there was a problem.  

· The crowd was huge – no doubt pushing one another and well Zacchaeus was SHORT – anyone here identify with that? 
· Satan loves to bring all kinds of “crowds” or excuses in the lives of those who are seeking.
4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

How “bad” did he want to see Jesus?  
Finish this statement Expect ………………..the unexpected
· Zacchaeus did something totally out of character for an influential rich man.

· Zacchaeus became like a little boy and ran down the street and THEN climbed a tree! 

· He was not ashamed to show “HIS HUNGER” for purpose in HIS life.

· He KNEW he needed a change in his life and the time was NOW.
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today."  

Expect……………….. the unexpected
Say – PEOPLE REACH PEOPLE WITH THEIR MOUTHS
· Notice that Jesus called Him by name

· We just learned that this year there will be 7 billion people in our world and yet every single one of them is known by God.

Why did Jesus stop at THAT SPOT?
· God spoke to the heart of Jesus and Jesus stopped at that spot and looked up.

· God directed Jesus and Zacchaeus to this EXACT time and place.
· Seeing Zacchaeus in that tree told Jesus that this man is searching.
· How can we “sense” when and where to stop and start a conversation with someone?

The same God who led Jesus daily wants to lead us daily
What do cries for help look and sound like?
· I think my marriage is in trouble.

· We have a problem with our teenage son or daughter.

· I just went to the funeral of a close friend and began to think about what happens after death.

· Why do I feel so empty even though everything is going great in my life?

· I am confused as to what to do in this situation, what do you think?

We need to look past the excuses, the aloofness – people are searching for truth and meaning in their lives.  
Then we need to open our MOUTHS
Mouth - notice that Jesus took the first step and initiated the conversation

6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.'" 

· Here we see that Jesus is our role model; Jesus was active in the marketplace of life with ALL TYPES OF PEOPLE.  

· Jesus was doing MOST of his ministry OUTSIDE the synagogue.  

· Jesus met PEOPLE at WHEREVER they were

· Jesus was aware of people’s needs. He saw their searching, their spiritual poverty, and the devastating effects in their empty lives.  

CF’S - We cannot isolate ourselves in our churches and expect the world to walk in and ask for help.  We must take Jesus to the STREETS – on the job, at school, in our neighbors - wherever lost people hang out.

PP: MOUTH picture  selah moment
Where do you interact with lost people?

When was the last time your MOUTH shared the Gospel?  
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 

· Salvation brought a radical change in the life of Zacchaeus. 

· True repentance brings a change in our actions; in our daily lifestyle

R 2 Cor 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 

Following Jesus cures the emptiness of life  

10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 

· Zacchaeus never really expected the unexpected when that day started but Jesus did.

· BUT at the end of the day, Zacchaeus’ life was transformed.

· He now had forgiveness, a purpose, a new life and he was right with God.

· All because Jesus was on a mission to save lost sinners. 
· Following Jesus will always result in changed lives.

· That was the mission of Jesus and we are to continue His mission while we are on the earth.
Close
· Zacchaeus KNEW he needed a change in his life and the time was NOW.
· For many of you TODAY is the day for your life to change.

· Today is the end of your loneliness, guilt, emptiness and being afraid of what happens after you die.

· Today is the day to begin a personal relationship with God.
Realize that you are a sinner
Recognize that Jesus died on the cross for you

Repent of your sins – change direction and start following God

Receive Jesus into your life
Stand and I want to pray for our mouths
Point to YOUR mouth

Boldness to share

Wisdom and tact as we share

Opportunities and open doors

Speak words of life 

Speak words of encouragement 

Speak words of hope 

