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The church – why we do what we do   week 4
Open PP: mind the gap – close the gap

“Mind the gap" is a warning to train passengers of the gap between the train door and the station platform. Some platforms in the subway stations are curved. Since the cars are straight, the distance from the platform to the car at certain points is greater and "mind the gap" is painted in capitals along the edge of such platforms.
Mind the gap" is used by transit systems worldwide, but most new systems avoid stations on curves.
3 types of SPIRITUAL gaps that happen in our lives as CF’S
PP: # 1 GAP what we believe (doctrine) and what we actually do (practice)
T Luke 6:46 "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 

The word Lord means Master; it means He has complete authority over our lives, we belong to Him, and that we are to do whatever He says.
· God is not interested in “lip service” but real obedience.

· REAL faith produces obedience. 
· Ignoring God’s commands produces a hypocrite.
R 2 Timothy 3:5 …having a form of godliness but denying its power… 

Here is the GAP
What we believe --------------What we actually do

The gap is lack of obedience – sin
R James 4:17 (NLT) Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then not do it.


App: Are you living with a sin and refuse to change? You know what you are doing is wrong but continue to do it.
Repent today and ask God to forgive you – close the gap of disobedience.
PP: # 2 GAP what we KNOW God can do and what we EXPECT God to do
T Acts 12:13-16 (background)

13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer the door. 

14 When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!" 

15 "You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel." 

16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 

· We often underestimate what God can actually do.

· We believe IN God but often we do not BELIEVE God

How can we know what God can do?
We need to read the Bible and understand God’s character.

Psalms 100:3 Know that the Lord is God. 

Jeremiah 32:27 (NLT) “I am the Lord… Is anything too hard for me?

Jeremiah 33:3 (NKJV) ‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’


· This early church was experiencing God and his greatness. 

· They knew God was not a distant deity in the sky but a personal God involved supernaturally in their daily lives.

Here is the GAP
What we know God can do --------- What we expect God to do 
The gap is a lack of faith  
App: Often we can be just like Philip. Philip said in John 6:9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" 

Philip KNEW Jesus who was God could do ANYTHING but Philip didn’t expect Jesus to feed these 15,000 people with what he had (5 loaves and two SMALL fish).  Philip needed to CLOSE THE GAP.

Are you like Philip today?
Is that you today – you want to be generous with God by paying your tithes and giving offerings but you don’t believe God can make the 90% you have left go far enough?

CLOSE THE GAP by taking a step of faith and be generous with God watch God do the impossible.

Are you like Philip today?
Is there a situation that you have labeled TOO HARD FOR GOD? 

Well CLOSE THE GAP by taking a step of faith and believe in your all knowing; all powerful; your nothing is impossible God. 

PP: # 3 GAP God’s potential for us and our actual performance
T John 14:12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 

· Jesus set HIGH expectations for his disciples – he told them you have GREAT potential.

· Jesus has set HIGH expectations for EVERY CF
Eph 2:10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so that we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
 

· Before you were born, God wired you with time, talents, abilities, possessions and a lifetime of opportunities to do good things for Him.  

· Then God saved you and told you to be filled with the Power of the Holy Spirit.

· Once living under the influence of the HS, we can do ANYTHING that God asks us to do – yes even the impossible.

 

God’s potential for us ------------ Our actual performance

The gap is lack of living UHI
App:  Is that you today?  You know that God is a supernatural God but you don’t think He can do supernatural things THROUGH YOU?  

You believe that God still does miracles today but not through ORDINARY YOU.

CLOSE THE GAP by understanding the truth of this verse.  
Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 

· Do you see the key?  God’s power, the HS is at work IN YOU right now.
· God wants to do amazing miracles through you – YES YOU.

T Acts 2:43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 

· The Greek verbs in 43-47 are continuous action

· 43 reads like this – Everyone was filled and continued to be filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done and continued to be done by the apostles.

AWE – reverential fear
· Believers and unbelievers KNEW that God was at work.

· There was an amazing sense of worship and respect for GOD.

· There was an awareness of God’s GREATNESS.

· This was NOT dead religion but people alive and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

· Lives were being changed and the supernatural was happening.

Why the awe? Because this learning, loving, worshipping, praying, giving, Spirit empowered and evangelistic church had a small gap between what they believed and what they actually practiced.

They DEVOTED themselves to learning and practicing the WORD.

Small gap = happening, growing, supernatural, impacting church
Does this look like CCM and all our campuses?

Does this look like you; does it look like my lifestyle?

PP: You were born for this – Bruce Wilkinson
I am reading a book that I want you to get and read – it is available on all our campuses.  It is filled with challenges that will awaken every CF to be all that God has designed us to be.  Learn the principles but don’t get sidetracked with the detailed steps.   God wants us to see that everyday he has divine appointments waiting for us – people to help by God’s SUPERNATURAL power.
Let me tell you one of many true stories in this book.

Chapter 7 – you be this person telling this TRUE story.

Bottom line – person changed, a marriage given another chance – God becomes real in this person’s life.
· This is the lifestyle I want in my life.

· This is the lifestyle I want for everyone of you.

· I KNOW it is God’s will for each of us.

· I WANT this to be a day of NEW BEGINNINGS in our everyday lives.

· We cannot achieve what God has planned for us to be and do without the power of the Holy Spirit.

· The early church was a Spirit empowered body of believers.
· They believed and obeyed God; they stepped out in faith and they joined God in doing supernatural miracles in their world.
I believe it all starts with GAP CLOSING prayers
T Acts 4:23 (HISTORY)
· Peter and John had supernaturally healed a man as they were simply going to the temple to pray. 

· God provided a divine appoint for them that that was unexpected.

· As a result of this SUPERNATURAL healing, many people came to believe in Jesus but Peter and John were jailed by the jealous religious leaders.

· Peter preached the next day to these leaders about Jesus.
· These leaders fear their popularity and let them go with a warning to stop telling people about Jesus.

· Watch what happens next.
Acts 4:23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 

Acts 4:24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 

· Remember that the early NT church was a praying church.  
· They knew that PRAYER shows our dependence on God and the need for HIS guidance and wisdom.
· They acknowledge God as the all powerful, all knowing, nothing is impossible God.
Acts 4:29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 

· Then they prayed a prayer of great faith.  
· Since you are in control, God bring on MORE opportunities for us to share about your son – Jesus.
· Notice they didn’t focus on the recent problem of being jailed and persecuted.
· They actually prayed BIG BOLD PRAYERS

· They were praying for their knowledge and practice to MATCH – NO GAP.

Pray stretch gap closing prayers
· When we pray, things happen. When we don’t pray, they don’t happen”  

· Notice they didn’t pray for the opposition to STOP – the focus was NOT on what was going on in their lives – but spreading the gospel

Stretch us to be bold in our witness
Acts 4:30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”

Stretch our faith to see you do more miracles through us
· Notice their wording in this gap closing prayer – heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders!

· Does God want us at CCM to pray that kind of prayer?

· YES – God is the same yesterday, today and forever.

· God wants us to EXPECT Him to do the supernatural – not just read about it or know it.

HOMEWORK – here is a prayer that I want all of us to pray everyday this next week.  WE HAVE NOT BECAUSE WE ASK NOT.
God we want to impact our world so empower us, stretch us and use us.
· God wants to open doors of opportunity – arrange divine appointments to supernaturally change lives THROUGH EACH OF US.

· KEY - their focus was never just on physical miracles – but changed lives as a result of the preaching of the gospel.

Acts 4:31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.

· God honors stretch, gap closing prayers

· They were all FILLED again – totally under HIS influence.

· They ALL went out and SPOKE the GOSPEL with boldness and CONTINUED to impact their world for Jesus Christ.

· Remember that the purpose of being filled with the HS was to be bold witnesses for Christ.

T John 13:17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

· Notice Jesus says we will be blessed, happy if we DO what He commands.

· The only way to be blessed is to close the gap between doctrine and practice.

How to close the gap

1. Close the gap between your belief and your practice

2. Live God’s potential for you 24/7

3. Impact your world for God and eternity.

Know the word (God’s commands, God’s character, God’s potential for us)

Practice the word (obey, believe, live UHI)

Impact the world and enjoy God’s blessings for you

The Bible must be read, believed and practiced as the FINAL authority in every area of our lives
PP: close the gap
Where do YOU need to close the gap in your life?

Do you need to deal with sin and disobedience?

Do you need to step out in faith and believe God?

Do you need to be filled with the HS and live a supernatural life?

Bridge illus: unbeliever there is a gap that you cannot close in your life.

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 

There is a God who loves you.      

You were created to be God’s friend.    

But YOUR sin separates you from a Holy God.    

Even on your best day your good works cannot bridge that GAP.    

2000 years ago, God send His son, Jesus to lay down HIS life on the cross so that ALL who CHOOSE could become friends of God.    

Today the resurrected Jesus stands outside the door of your heart.    

He wants to come in and forgive you of your sins.    

He wants to come in and bring you the hope of Heaven    

He wants to come in and become your perfect friend for LIFE and Eternity.    

The choice is YOURS.    
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