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Unlimited opportunities part 7    t Eph 3:20-21
What comes to YOUR mind when you see this word?

PP: REGRET

· What's the BIGGEST regret of your life? 
· What ONE thing would you change if you had a second chance?
· Now ALL of us have regrets in life. We all would love to be able to turn the clock back and make the right decision this time. 
· All of us have opened our mouths and said things that we regret and we wish we could take those words back.  But life isn’t like that
During this series on unlimited opportunities we have discovered some great principles for living. And today I want to end the series by talking about NO REGRETS.

There are 3 priorities we see all through the Bible.
3 Priorities: God, people and my time
· Jesus took all the commandments and rolled them into two - love God and love people.

God – our creator who is all knowing, all-powerful and nothing is impossible.
People – only two things are eternal, people and the word of God.

Thus people have to be a priority. We learned that all people were created to know God, to worship God, to serve God and to enjoy God.

Time - The Bible encourages us to make the most of our time.
WHAT am I doing with my time?

· Jesus calls everyone to come and follow Him.

· As we do that we discovered some amazing promises from God.
R 2 Peter 1:3 (NLT) By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.  

Last week we were reminded that God has promised never to leave us – so we never have to do life alone.

NO LACK – NO EXCUSES – NO FEAR
R Eph 3:20 (NLT) Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.
· Paul tells us that as we FOLLOW Jesus our future has UNLIMITED opportunities
· And yet many CF’S are living with regrets NOW and one day they will look back over their life and WISH they had really LIVED LIFE.
Dr Neal Roese (If Only) makes an interesting distinction between two types of regret:

Regrets of action – wish I had not done that = sin of commission
Regrets of inaction – wish I had done that = sin of omission 
· CF’S think about regrets of action the most – I wish I had never done that – what a sin; what was I thinking.

· But I think that when we get to Heaven we may be surprised more by the regrets of inaction.

Charles Spurgeon “God had one son without sin but he has no son without temptation”
We all know the temptation to give into sin and do the wrong thing; but what about the temptation to ignore DOING THE RIGHT THING?

Don’t copy

Temptation to limit God – put Him in our box
Temptation to settle for less than God has planned for us

Temptation to live a saved life rather than a supernatural life

Temptation to DELAY stepping out and really following Jesus
Ann Wells, "What Special Someday Are We Saving For?" Los Angeles Times, April 1985 writes: 
“My brother-in-law opened the bottom drawer of my sister's bureau and lifted out a tissue-wrapped package. . . . He discarded the tissue and handed me the slip. It was exquisite; silk, handmade and trimmed with a cobweb of lace. The price tag with an astronomical figure on it was still attached.
"Jan bought this the first time we went to New York, at least eight or nine years ago. She never wore it. 
She was saving it for a special occasion. Well, I guess this is the occasion."

He took the slip from me and put it on the bed with the other clothes we were taking to the mortician. His hands lingered on the soft material for a moment, and then he slammed the drawer shut and turned to me.

"Don't ever save anything for a special occasion. Every day you are alive is a special occasion."

I remembered those words through the funeral and the days that followed when I helped him and my niece attend to all the sad chores that follow an unexpected death. . . .
I'm still thinking about his words, and they've changed my life. . . .I'm not "saving" anything; we use our good china and crystal for every special event---such as losing a pound and even getting the sink unstopped”
Every day you are alive is a special occasion….HMMM
While I was in India I spent a lot of time thinking of the people in the Bible and what they would have MISSED if they had not followed God, followed Jesus.  I thought about ALL THOSE REGRETS!
PP: picture of Moses: What would Moses have missed if He refused to follow God?
· He would have missed seeing the miracles of the plagues

· He would have missed seeing the angel bringing grace and judgment on the night of the Passover

· He would have missed experiencing the exodus of more than 2 million people who left with the riches of Egypt

· He would have missed holding up his staff and watching the Red Sea part and the children of Israel escape once again from Pharaoh.

· He would have missed receiving the two tablets on which God gave the 10 commandments.

· He would have missed seeing God provide manna supernaturally 6 days a week for 40 years.

· He would have missed………..on and on and on and on
PP: your photo:   CF what are you missing by not really following Jesus?
· Could it be that at the end of our lives, we will really look back and realize that the big regrets in our lives were regrets of inaction.  

· We didn’t take advantage of the open doors God gave us – all those missed opportunities.
· All the times that we could have been Jesus to our world but we missed them because we didn’t step out in faith and believe God could lead us.
Surprise: We can do nothing wrong and yet not do the right thing
But Pastor Mark I am not a MOSES; I am not an ESTHER like in the Bible!
· God created and gifted each of us.

· God sees and has great potential for every CF 

· We need to begin to see ourselves as God sees us.
R 2 Cor 3:5 (NLT) It is not that we think we are qualified to do anything on our own. Our qualification comes from God.

· Life is not about you, it is about the God who created you.

· Life is not about you, it is about the God who lives inside of you
GOD          = unlimited opportunities
me               = very limited opportunities
GOD + me = unlimited opportunities
· Where do most of these God opportunities happen?

· The answer to that is simply to look at the life of Jesus and study the book of Acts.

· Most God opportunities happen as we do life OUTSIDE the church and OUTSIDE our homes.

Where did Jesus meet most people?   

T Matthew 8:1 When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 

Jesus met most people on the road of life
· Jesus knew the importance of the marketplace of life.

· That is why Jesus’ commission was to GO into all the world AND THEN preach the gospel and then make disciples

Matthew 8:1 When he came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 

Why the large crowds? Jesus had just finished teaching the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus had just finished teaching them the BIBLE - TRUTH.

People want to know the truth; how to live life
In that teaching of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addressed the real issues of life, issues that we all want to understand - how to live life here, how to be happily married, how to raise children, how to work and be successful in life, how to forgive those who hurt us, how to have purpose and meaning, and how to get to Heaven.   That is why the large crowds.
PP: Bra’ hmin Hindu Priest (just a sample)
While in India I PERSONALLY heard the testimony of a FORMER Brahmin Hindu priest.
GFA missionaries over and over talking to their neighbor….who was a Brahmin Hindu Priest (highest cast).  The priest continued to reject everything they offered.  Months went by and one day they offered him a Bible.  To get rid of them he took it.  He had never seen the Bible and of course had never read the Bible.

One day he decided to open it and he began to read it – I will never forget him making the next statement 

He said as he read the Bible – GOD SPOKE TO HIM!

Can you imagine God spoke to him through the WRITTEN WORD!

R Hebrews 4:12 (NLT) For the word of God is alive and powerful….

· Today because some missionary students didn’t commit the sin of OMISSION,

· Even though his life is at risk, this former Hindu priest is in training to become a PASTOR.

· WHY? Because some bible college students didn’t commit the sin of OMISSION.

· They knew these principles, no lack, no excuses, no fear – just step out and follow Jesus and EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED!

· They had FAITH to believe God could open impossible doors and could change any life – even the life of a Hindu priest.
 

Where did they get the faith to believe, step out and follow Jesus?
Rom 10:17 NKJV So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  

Faith = complete confidence that God will do what He said (promised)  

· The more a CF is reading, listening to and meditating on the Word, the more faith we have

The more faith we have the less regrets we will have
 

App: that is WHY we are going to spend 28 minutes a day for 40 days listening to the WHOLE NT.

R Eccl 11:4 (NLT) Farmers who wait for perfect weather never plant. If they watch every cloud, they never harvest.


· The Christian life is to be lived by faith.  God is pleased by active faith.
· When God says to us to step out and share the word, to step out and give a cup of cold water in his name, to step out and speak a word of encouragement to that person at work – THEN STEP OUT IN FAITH.
· If we wait to do something until all the circumstances in life are perfect, we will never do anything for God.

Matthew 8:2 A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
· Notice that Jesus didn’t just wave at them and say Shalom.

· But often Jesus stopped, taught, touched, served and delivered people from their hopelessness.

Jesus touched people on the road of life – imitate Him
Think about this:

Jesus fed people when they were hungry

Jesus healed people when they were sick

Jesus forgave people when they asked for forgiveness

Jesus comforted people when they needed comfort

Jesus assured people when they were confused

Jesus taught people how to do life right

PP: CCMS touching the homeless with food and the gospel every week.

.
Matthew 8:3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cured of his leprosy. 
· Lepers were the untouchables of that time. 
· They were banished from the society of men; to touch them, and even to approach them, was to break the Law. 
· In fact according to Jewish law and customs, one had to keep 6 feet from a leper. If the wind was blowing toward a person from a leper, they had to keep 150 feet away.

· Jesus knew all this and yet Jesus TOUCHED the untouchable.

WHY? ﻿Mark reads “﻿Then Jesus, moved with ﻿﻿compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him” 

We see the heart of Jesus again – a heart of compassion

We touch people because we have the HEART of Jesus
· All through the gospels we see that Jesus would look at the individuals and the crowds and have compassion 

· He saw them as sheep without a shepherd, people who were helpless

· He knew these PEOPLE needed direction, provision, protection and love. 
· Jesus knew they were hurting physically, spiritually and emotionally.
Notice a key - in spite of the large crowds, Jesus maintained a personal touch.
Jesus focused on the individual – we are to imitate him
· Thank you so much for focusing on the individual.  
· Thanks for stepping out in faith and touching our world for Jesus Christ.

R Col 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Notice that the leper didn’t say Jesus if you are able, but if you are willing. 
The leper had no doubt that Jesus had the ability the power to heal him.

· Jesus touched him and instantly, radically, supernaturally he was TOTALLY healed. 
· This reminds us again that NOTHING is impossible with God.

PP: your photo: Unbeliever – you are missing REAL life by not following Jesus?
Stand and I want to pray for our hands, our hearts, our feet and our mouths
NO LACK – NO EXCUSES – NO FEAR – NO REGRETS = UNLIMITED POSSIBLITIES
"Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,   
when our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little,   
when we arrive safely because we sailed too close to the shore.   

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess, 
we have lost our thirst for the waters of life, having fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity, and in our efforts to build a new earth, we have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim.   

Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on wider seas,  where storms will show your mastery,  where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.  We ask you to push back the horizon of our hopes,  and to push us into the future in strength, courage, hope, and love.  This we ask in the name of our Captain, who is Jesus Christ. " 

