PAGE  
1

The church – why we do what we do   week 3
PP: Dr Oz TRUTHTUBE - A good doctor always tells the truth.

· In the book of Revelation DOCTOR Jesus says to the 7 churches – I know all about each church – each group of CF’S.  
· Dr Jesus then made a spiritual assessment of their health.
· Today we look at 7 keys that God gave to the early church – here is how to make disciples AND go and change your world for Jesus.

Acts 17:6 (NKJV) ……….“These who have turned the world upside down have come here too”.

· These 7 keys worked 2000 years ago and they will work today
· So every CF will look at Dr Jesus’ TRUTHTUBE and evaluate ourselves.
PP MAP: YOU are there…..remember your country?

T Acts 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

· 3000 spiritual babies were birthed in one day.
· They repented – changed their minds about Jesus.

· They now believed in Jesus as the Messiah and their Savior.
· They were baptized in water to publicly announce the change.

· A person FIRST believes in Jesus and THEN is water baptized.

· These new CF’S didn’t hide their faith, they declared it openly.
Water baptism is an outward witness of an inward faith in Jesus
· Suddenly the NT church was born and the streets of Jerusalem became a nursery for new born believers.
· The focus was not on building and budgets but on growing these spiritual babies into disciples – committed followers of Jesus Christ.
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

1) The healthy church is a learning church - study, learn and obey the Bible

Devoted (continued steadfastly) = to adhere to one; to persevere 

· There was IMMEDIATE personal care for these new converts.

· They were clueless about HOW to grow in their walk with God.

· Jesus said – teach them EVERYTHING that I have commanded you.
· Learning and obeying the Bible is God’s primary way to grow and mature us SPIRITUALLY.
Video – India training pastor/teachers GFA in two different schools.

2 Timothy 4:2-4 (NLT)
2 Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching.
3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear.
4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths.


· We believe that God’s word is inspired and totally true.
· The church cannot dilute or deny the word but teach all of it as truth.  

Correct living is rooted in correct belief
People want to know how to do life right and that is why churches that teach the Bible are healthy and growing.  The Bible has ALL the answers about life, death and eternity.
T Ephesians 4:13-15 (NLT) Paul says in this chapter that God has given ministry gifts – pastors and teachers to achieve these 3 goals.


13 This will continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ. (Maturity)
14 Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. (Stability)
15 Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. (Integrity)

3 markers of a growing CF – INCREASING maturity, stability, integrity
We have 101, 201- soon up to 701 to help with this maturity process.
· Satan is always bringing new false winds of teaching.

· A well taught CF doesn’t run after new teaching or so called new truth.

App: get on the God TRUTHTUBE - evaluate yourself
PP: Commit to be a growing follower of Christ

1. Are you COMMITTED to be increasing in maturity, stability and integrity?

2. Are you teachable and obeying ALL of God’s word?
2) The healthy church is a loving church – love God, love people
Practice hand signals
B Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Fellowship - sharing life in all areas with others; “hang” together 
· The early church was a FAMILY – they were ONE, doing life in UNITY.

· The key operative word was TOGETHER.

· They studied together, worshipped together, served together, celebrated together, ate together, prayed together and even suffered together. 

· ONENESS - we share the same Savior, we share the same GOD and we are indwelt by the same HOLY SPIRIT.

· Satan is out to destroy this powerful fellowship – this UNITY by individualism (isolate us from one another), by surface relationships and simply the busyness of life.
Here at CCM and all our campuses we have created many opportunities so that you can practice TOGETHERNESS.  We have all types of small groups - women’s, men’s, singles, fusion, divorce care, couples, young mothers, home studies and all kinds of special interest groups.  

Spiritual growth doesn’t happen ALONE
Acts 2:46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 

· This NT church was not focused on some building where people went to worship for 1 ½ hours per week.

· They were doing life TOGETHER all during the week in many places.
· We know that the early church not only met in a large setting (3000 plus) but also in their homes.
PP: Mi Casa – Su Casa (open heart = open home)
App: get on the God TRUTHTUBE - evaluate yourself

PP: connect to others in personal vibrant relationships

1. God wants us to share our lives with one another – are you doing that or are YOU doing life ALONE?

2. When was the last time YOU opened your house and had other CF’S over to share a meal?

3)  The healthy church is a worshipping church – keep the focus on Jesus

Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves... to the breaking of bread... 

Acts 2:47 praising God 

We covered this last time in depth – get cd, dvd, or podcast
4)  The healthy church is a praying church – two way communication with God
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves ……. to prayer.

· Prayer is a two way conversation with our God (talking and hearing)
· Jesus lived a life of prayer and the disciples “got it” as they watched him for those 3 years.

· They KNEW what made Jesus’ ministry successful.
· Prayer shows our dependence on God and the need for HIS guidance and wisdom.  Remember God we don’t know what to do but our eyes are on YOU!
· When I pray, things happen. When I don’t pray, they don’t happen”  

App: get on the God TRUTHTUBE - evaluate yourself

1. Is prayer your last resort or your first option?
2. Do you EXPECT God to answer your prayers?

3. What did God say to you the last time you had a conversation with Him?

5)  The healthy church is a giving church – generous and serving
Acts 2:44 All the believers were together and had everything in common.
· These 3000 people didn’t practice communism – they simply were generous in trying to meet each other’s needs.

· This generous giving was NOT forced OR enforced – it was voluntary.
· They were so glad for the gift of their salvation they understood these following principles of generosity.

Let me share with you 4 principles of generosity that Lynda and I have practiced for more than 60 years.

R Psalms 24:1 The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;

Everything we HAVE and ARE is a gift from God.

· God graciously gives all of us BREATH (LIFE), TIME, TALENTS and POSESSIONS

· We are not owners of anything but simply managers of everything God has given us.
God holds each CF responsible to manage HIS resources ( one slide)

PP: Contribute – your time, your passion, your talents, your possessions

· We are to effectively manage with passion our time, our talents, and our possessions (including our money).

God’s work on earth is accomplished by generous CF’S
· God could have fulfilled the Great Commission to go into all the world and make disciples by using ANGELS or a thousand other ways.

· But God choose to use EACH CF with their individual time, talents, and possessions (including their money)
APP: 

· Thank you for being generous as YOU sent money to Samaritan’s Purse for Haiti.  Thanks for many of you who have and continue to serve in many ways to meet the needs in Haiti.
· Thank you for being generous in your time, talents and possessions as we have started 3 video campuses.  (CCMEO starts with soft opening next weekend)

· Thank you for being generous with your giving when we build the new 10 million dollar church building in Viera.  God has blessed your generosity – more than 500 new people since we have opened.

· Thank you in ADVANCE as we are RIGHT NOW planning a new children’s building here at CCM and look forward to meeting the needs of the next generation.

Be generous with God and He will be generous with you
· All giving starts with the tithe – 10% off the top to God.

· God then allows us 90% to meet our needs and the needs of others as well as enjoying life here on earth.

· If you will trust God with the first 10% - God will honor your faith and bless you life. You can never OUTGIVE God.

Luke 6:38 (NLT) If you give, you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over. Whatever measure you use in giving—large or small—it will be used to measure what is given back to you.”  

We can afford to be generous because our Heavenly Father owns a bakery!
App: get on the God TRUTHTUBE - evaluate yourself

1. Are you using your time, talents and possessions effectively for God?

2. Have you defeated SELFHISNESS by passionately by contributing?

3. Where are you SERVING?

4. How consistent are you in giving?
6)  The healthy church is a Spirit Empowered church – Under His influence 
Acts 2:43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 
Next week – reduce the gap between what we believe and what we practice; one big area – miracles and living under HIS influence.
7)  The healthy church is an evangelistic church – changed lives
Acts 2:46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 

Acts 2:47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

· These 3000 changed lives impacted Jerusalem.

· Everywhere they went they shared what God had done for them.

· They were filled with the HS and they took the good news to the streets.

· As unbelievers SAW the miracles, their unity, their love in action, their joy and their ONENESS, they wanted to know how THEY could experience those same things.
· So they told them what Jesus told all unbelievers.
John 3:3….Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  

· To be born again means to repent of your sins and ask God to forgive you.  

· To be born again means to put your faith in Jesus Christ and ask Him to direct your life.  

· To be born again means to CHOOSE to begin to follow Jesus rather than self and thus have your life radically changed.  

· Jesus assured these unbelievers that they would never get their lives straightened out until they were born again.

App:  get on the God TRUTHTUBE - evaluate yourself

PP: Communicate the good news to everyone everywhere

· Lost people matter to God and they must matter to us.

· Thanks for taking the good news to the streets.

· Thanks for turning our communities upside down for Jesus.

· We have lots more to do – God doesn’t want anyone to perish.

Unbelievers – have you been born again?
R John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God

Believe in your heart = an action word.  This is MORE than just “mentally” believing in Jesus but stepping out to follow Jesus by obeying.    

Receive = the gift of salvation by repenting (change of mind that brings a change of lifestyle)  

Believe + Receive = Become (a CF – relationship with God)  
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