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Unlimited opportunities part 6    t Eph 3:20-21
PP: How would you feel about flying in a futuristic jet that has only one engine?
In a recent survey most people didn’t like the idea at all. The overwhelming majority said they would refuse to travel on a single engine commercial jet.
Why?  Fear of that engine failing and no backup

PP: thoughts about single engined jets

T Mark 1:17
· Over the last few weeks we have been talking about the most exciting 11 words that Jesus offers every person.
Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 
· This offer of choosing to follow Jesus was continually given by Jesus while he walked this earth.

· Jesus knew it was an offer, some people accepted the offer and others rejected it.
· Jesus understood the truth of this following statement 

PP: No one has a choice as to WHEN they live - but everyone has a choice as to HOW they live.
· WHAT would keep a person from following Jesus 24/7?

· WHAT would keep a CF from JOYFULLY following Jesus 24/7?
The answer in one word - FEAR
· Today we want to talk about some of those fears.

· Just like the futuristic jet with one engine, many unbelievers refuse to follow and many CF’S never really let go and live dangerously for Jesus.
How would you describe your following Jesus lifestyle?
A. My lifestyle can be defined as routine, somewhat boring and predictable
B. My lifestyle can be defined as FULL of adventure, unlimited opportunities, expecting the unexpected – really fulfilling.

· The main difference between lifestyle A and lifestyle B is FEAR.
· If we can solve the FEAR problem, most CF’S will CHOOSE to follow Jesus 24/7 and begin lifestyle B.
Fear # 1 – I’m afraid IF I follow Jesus it will COST ME.
What is the cost of following SOMEONE else and what THEY want for your life rather than living life as YOU WANT?
If you are married you already know what that lifestyle is like.

I-Selfish and I- Boss must be defeated in a happy marriage.

T Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

Notice Jesus is telling us that becoming a CF is NOT AN EVENT but a lifestyle of following.

· If – it is a command and yet it is still an option. Jesus says following me involves a choice of your free will.

· I DESIRE and WELCOME EVERYONE to come and follow me.  
· In fact every person was created to be a follower of me.

· This is why we take this message to the streets – ANYONE who wants to become a follower of Jesus CAN.

· God can change anyone’s life – if they choose to FOLLOW.

· Don’t limit God, don’t be afraid to follow.
1. Commit to deny ourselves

 

The greatest barrier to following Jesus Christ is SELF  

· The world says we are to love ourselves, pamper ourselves, indulge ourselves – make sure you are NUMBERO UNO!

· Jesus says just the opposite, quit living for self, quit making yourself # 1 and make God #1.

· Jesus says to those who want to follow Him, you can no longer live independently and decide the direction of your life.

· You are to submit and follow WHEREVER God leads.  

 
2. Commit to take up our cross

OUR cross = our will crosses God’s will and God will wins.  

Vertical beam - God’s will (God knows what is best for me)
Horizontal beam – this is my will, my ideas of how to live life

Life’s daily decisions are also very practical - what car to buy, who to marry, what to do with my everyday life, how to spend my time, how to use my God given gifts.
· God’s plan for our daily lives is the best plan for us.

· We no longer live for ourselves but we live by God’s plans.
3. Commit to follow Jesus DAILY

· Following Christ as His disciple is a costly, unselfish decision. 
· One day Peter asked the same question after following Jesus for a while.

T Matthew 19:27 (NLT) Then Peter said to him, “We’ve given up everything to follow you. What will we get?”


· Peter asks Jesus what can we expect from denying to ourselves and following you – what can expect to receive?

Matthew 19:29 (NLT) And everyone who has given up houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or property, for my sake, will receive a hundred times as much in return and will inherit eternal life.


Jesus responds, following me ALWAYS brings a person more than they ever give up  

No FEAR - following Jesus WILL cost you but it will cost you more NOT to follow.
1) What did we LOSE when we decided to follow Jesus? 
We lost our emptiness, our guilt, our separation from God, our fear of death.  

2) What did we GAIN when we decided to follow Jesus? 
We gained purpose and meaning in life, peace of mind, joy, enthusiasm for everyday living and we gained eternal life with God forever in Heaven. 
PP: Katie and Bobby Hamlett – another young couple from our body that left for Thailand in January.  They are discovering enjoying the journey of following Jesus RIGHT NOW!
Fear # 2 – I’m afraid I won’t be able to follow Jesus 24/7
· Lots of CF’S live with this fear every day.
· They are ready to follow Jesus, they want to follow Jesus but they listen to the lies of Satan.

· Satan says you will fail, you will not be able to consistently obey God and do His will.

· God’s word cancels the lies of Satan.

· Look at what God PROMISES to everyone who follows Jesus.

2 Peter 1:3 (NLT) By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.
· This verse cancels ALL our fears.

· This truth assures each of us of SUCCESS as we follow.
Following Jesus is not about our ability but GOD’S ABILITY 
· God has provided EVERYTHING we need to accomplish HIS will.  

· Nothing is impossible God and by HIS power and might we can live an amazing successful godly life.

Eph 3:20 (NLT) Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.

· One thing I have learned from following Jesus for 62 years is that I cannot put God in a box.

· As I follow God I get to know Him better – the all-knowing – all powerful – nothing is impossible God – that ongoing relationship stops my fears.

· As I watch God continue to change me to be more like Him, my fears are stopped.  I KNOW that God is at work in my imperfect life.

NO Fear – You can follow Jesus 24/7; no lack, no excuses, unlimited opportunities
Mark Thelen Video
· Some of you think that these truths were ok for the disciples but not for you as a CF today.

· Watch this video testimony from one of our couples – and see how the bracelet that you are wearing is perfect 

· Our God provides – BELIEVE - ENJOY 

APP: PUT YOURSELF IN THIS VIDEO – not going to a foreign country but simply following Jesus 24/7 here in your own neighborhood.

After the video: email addressed to many at CCM from Mark and Cathy;

Cathy and I want to give each and everyone of you the biggest "THANK YOU" from the bottom of our hearts. It is because of your prayers and encouragement that we are even able to make this move to Brazil. Your friendship, prayers and encouragement mean so much to us as we try to make God look good and help change the eternal destination of people.
Fear # 3 – I am afraid of sharing the good news - the gospel 
T Mark 16:15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. (everyone, everywhere)
Billy Graham recently on aging, regrets, and evangelicals
“The most important issue we face today is the same the church has faced in every century: Will we reach our world for Christ? 

In other words, will we give priority to Christ's command to go into all the world and preach the gospel? Or will we turn increasingly inward, caught up in our own internal affairs or controversies, or simply becoming more and more comfortable with the status quo? 

Will we become inner-directed or outer-directed? 

The central issues of our time aren't economic or political or social, important as these are. The central issues of our time are moral and spiritual in nature, and our calling is to declare Christ's forgiveness and hope and transforming power to a world that does not know him or follow him. May we never forget this!”
· The NT is a picture of the apostles fulfilling Jesus’ last command.
· Here we are 2000 years later and every CF is to make Jesus KNOWN.
· The mission of the Jesus and all CF’S is that lost people matter to God and they need to matter to us.


There is one focus all through the Bible – OUR GOD SAVES

· You see God wants to save ALL SINFUL man.
· God doesn’t want any person to perish.

Sharing the good news often intimates CF’S – we are afraid to share, afraid of failure, afraid we cannot answer a question they might bring up, afraid of what other people think.
Look at verse 15 – the great commission and let’s break it down simply.
Who – Who is to share the good news? Every CF 
Where – Where are we to share?  Everywhere
Why – Why are people to share?  God designed people to reach people
What – What are we to share? The gospel; the good news
What is the gospel?
· 1 Cor 15:1-4 – summary; Christ died for our sins, was buried and was raised on the third day.

· Spurgeon in 4 words– Christ died for me

· Good people don’t go to Heaven; Only forgiven people go to Heaven.

TWO testimonies – two chances to share while flying to India

Spiritual warfare…lady in seat next to me….totally SICK – coughing etc.
I asked FA to move – no seat.

They close door and move a man from economy to first class…..I run and take the middle seat.  Next to me a lady.  I begin sharing….for the next 1 ½ hour sharing about God.  Time to get back to church.  She shared about marriage and we talked about how God can make it joyful and successful.

No coincidences with God – divine appointments…..he opened the door supernaturally 

Finish this statement – Expect……………..the unexpected
I will be sending her lots of materials and have already followed up by email.

God loves her so much – he moved me next to HER.

NO FEAR – Share because where God guides, God always provides.
Next 13 hour flight sitting next to an man born in India but lives in US
He was Hindu – really nice guy – his take….all religions are the same.

Just be a good person.  I shared well that is not what Christians believe – we have a LIVING God, who cares, sees, comes and delivers.

PP: Hindu monkey God

Last thing I said – when you die what happens.  He said, if good come back again better this time; if bad come back as an animal.

I planted seed – leave the rest with God.

Remember that ALL unbeliever are searching because they are empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death
T Romans 1:15 that is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome. 

Romans 1:16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

Paul was eager - If we feel OBLIGATED or FORCED to share we will often not share or share from the wrong motive.  The word eager means to have an urgent willingness. God is always opening doors of opportunity and we need to be like Paul – excited and ready to share.

Paul was NOT ashamed - ashamed: "to have a feeling of fear or shame which prevents a person from doing a thing,"   Paul personally knew that the power of the gospel had CHANGED his life.  Yet many CF’S are afraid to share because their friends might ridicule or make fun of them.  But only God’s power can overcome man’s sinful nature and give them a new start.

· All we have to do is share and leave the rest to God.

· The powerful gospel works 100% of the time when a person truly believes
The power is in the message and not the messenger.

NO FEAR – the good news ITSELF is powerful and will change ANY life.

Earlier today we sang this song - Let the Praises Ring

O Lord, my God to You I give my hands
O Lord, my God to You I give my feet
O Lord, my God to You I give my everything
O Lord, my God to You I give my life

CF’S no fear today, just follow and we begin an exciting lifestyle filled with adventure and surprises – unlimited opportunities to change our world for God. Thanks for FOLLOWING!
NO FEAR – OUR GOD SAVES (say it and we will sing it)
· Are you saved, have you asked Jesus Christ to forgive you of your sins and asked Him into your life - well today is the day.

· God will take you and change your life today – no problem.

· God loves you and wants to spend eternity with you.
· Knowing that when you die – you will live in Heaven with God forever! To have that assurance is incredibly freeing!  

· Following Jesus on a daily basis is the most exciting and fulfilling lifestyle in the whole world.  

Realize that you are a sinner

Recognize that Jesus died on the cross for you

Repent of your sins – change direction and start following God

Receive Jesus into your life
