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The Cost of Love

Retail's Red Heart Holiday Earns Its Keep

Valentine's Day has a notorious reputation for being the holiday invented just to make money. And it works. February 14, 2010 is expected to secure more than $17 billion in red Valentine's dollar. 

So exactly how much do we spend on the Valentine's Day individually?

According to the National Retail Federation 2008 Consumer Intentions and Actions Survey conducted by BIGresearch; 
the average American consumer will spend $122.98 on Valentine's Day gifts. 
The survey breaks down the numbers further:
25-34-year-olds will spend about $160 on Valentine's Day gifts
18-24-year-olds come in second with $145 each
55-64-year-olds will spend about $110 each

More than 50% of shoppers will purchase at least one Valentine's Day card, 
48.2% will plan for the evening out 

48% will purchase Valentine's candy. 
More than 33% of us will buy flowers, 
10% will give gift card, 
10% will buy Valentine's clothing 

Here’s the one I don’t get:
17% of us will spend an additional $367 million dollars showing our pets how much we love them.

And who are the biggest Valentine's Day shoppers? Barely surprising, MEN spend almost twice as much as women, $163 each versus $84.

We also spend about $6 on their friends, $4 on children's classmates and teachers, and $3 on co-workers.

Humor: Before marriage, a man yearns for the woman he loves. After marriage, the 'Y' becomes silent.
Transition:


Ever go shopping and the item that you want to buy doesn’t DISPLAY THE PRICE TAG? 

· TRUTH IS: everything has a price

So on this weekend where we are reminded of the COST OF LOVE, I want us to take a look at a section of scripture that will also remind us that what is true for us in the physical – is also true for us in our SPIRITUAL LIVES

Luke 14:25-35

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters — yes, even his own life — he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 

31 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.

"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."   NIV

The Cost of Love

Verse 25: Great Crowds

Verse 25 tells us that as Jesus is walking down the street that there are GREAT CROWDS (plural) following Jesus

That’s usually when A LOT OF LEADERS get in trouble

· Pride sets in

· They take THE IMPORTANCE of the PEOPLE and PUT IT ON THEMSELVES

But Jesus’ mentality and philosophy of ministry was VERY DIFFERENT

· Crowds never impressed him

· He didn’t come for crowds – He came for individuals

· He realized that “crowds were just individuals multiplied”

God cares about me today NOT because I am a part of this crowd – but because He loves ME
Jesus knew that in every crowd that there we a lot of different personalities and different kinds of people on every kind of spiritual plane

That is true on every one of OUR CAMPUSES (and we are glad that you’re here)

· Some of the faces he recognized 

· They were COMMITTED
But that only made up some of the crowd

· some of them had alterative motives
· They had much more of a “what’s in it for me” type of mentality
As they are walking, Jesus does something VERY INTERESTING

He gives to them our 1st Cost Factor
I. Loving God Will Cost Me Putting Everyone and Everything Else AFTER Him
26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters — yes, even his own life — he cannot be my disciple. 
· He wanted these who were following to know EXACTLY WHAT IT WAS GOING TO COST THEM TO LOVE HIM 

· Businesses today don’t want to tell you what things really cost

· Cell phones (buy one get one free – not true)

· Eye Glasses (2 pair for $99 – $359 later -- not true)

Jesus is being upfront and honest with each individual about what it is going to cost them to BE A DISCIPLE OF HIS

Definition of Disciple:  “A Lifelong learner under Discipline”

· The word “Disciple” was not a religious word only

Question:
Who do you want to be like when YOU GROW UP?
That is in essence what Jesus is asking them

And He is sharing with them that there is a COST COMMITMENT if we are going to be a DISCIPLE of His

· A COMMITMENT is an agreement that you make to do something
Our CONFESSION of Christ should result in a COMMITTED LIFE

ILLUS:  Picture of Bacon and Eggs 

Question: Which is a picture of true COMMITMENT?

· The difference between the eggs and the bacon – the CHICKEN was INVOLVED but the PIG was COMMITTED
For many of those in the crowd that day – they had signed on to receive a CROWN – they never realized that for CF’s – CROWNS only come WITH CROSSES
The word “hate” used here does not mean “to hate” as we might mean when we use it

· The 5th Commandment 

· Jesus also instructed us to “love God – love one another”

The meaning is this:

That when you place the LOVE that we have for GOD up alongside the LOVE that we have for OTHERS – that the LOVE that we have for OTHERS should look like HATRED when compared to our LOVE FOR GOD.
Our LOYALTY to OTHERS should pale in comparison to OUR LOYATLY to JESUS
· The Bible students where Pastor Mark and Pastor Beau are there in India certainly understand this struggle

· I’ve been teaching through 1st Peter in Viera on Wednesday evenings, 
· There are new CF’s that have come out of other religions that face this all the time

· Picture of Fathima Bary: she was afraid her parents who are Muslim, wouldn’t accept her for converting to Christianity
Let’s bring this in really close for just a moment
· Husband / Wife – are you encouraging your spouse to follow after God 
· Parents – do you encourage your children to follow after God’s will 
The Cost of Loving God is that He gets the PREEMINECE in our LIVES

And what happens when I LOVE HIM above all others is that it makes me a more loving, caring person in every relationship that I have in my life

But sometimes – choosing to LOVE GOD and PUT HIM FIRST – will cost you some relationships

· Just as these crowds heard Jesus speak that day – this weekend at all our campuses – people are going to have to choose whether you will pay the COST of LOVING GOD

Jesus says to us today, Loving God Will Cost Me Putting Everyone and Everything Else after Him
II. Loving God Will Cost Me Bearing My Own Cross

27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
YOUR SPOUSE is NOT the CROSS THAT YOU HAVE TO BEAR!

Now by this time – I can just see Peter and the other disciples huddling together

· And Peter gets elected – elected to talk to Jesus

Why would Jesus when everything was just taking off in His Ministry Career – speak such STRONG and VIVID words to these followers????

Jesus loves you and I enough to always tell us the TRUTH – even when it hurts!

Truth is light – and God came to remove us from the darkness

RMtt 4:16 – “the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."  (NIV)

Suddenly, they are confronted with the reality that there is more to being a DISCIPLE than just listening to Jesus teach – watching him feed the multitudes – and heal the sick

· That’s what happens many times in relationships – we sign on for the FUN STUFF and the GOOD TIMES

Promised Suffering – Bearing Crosses – Losing One’s Life – not a great Ministry Slogan!

THE CROWDS that were following Jesus KNEW VERY WELL what “BEARING A CROSS” was all about
When we think of a CROSS we think of something beautiful because of what JESUS DID FOR US ON THE CROSS

These in the CROWD knew that the CROSS was used to kill CONVICTED CRIMINALS
· Along with what happened ON THE CROSS was also the shame that came along WITH CARRYING A CROSS
· That cross meant that the person who carried it was now living for the remainder of their short life under SUBMISSION to the AUTHORITY OF ROME
III. Loving God Will Cost Me Dying to My Own Will

Spiritually, BEARING OUR CROSS means that we are done FIGHTING AGAINST THE AUTHORITY OF GOD and HIS RULES and COMMANDMENTS
· I lay down my own SELF WILL to follow after the WILL OF GOD
We ALL have a SIN NATURE and we all have a SELF WILL
· I have never had a time in my life where MY SIN NATURE or MY SELF WILL wanted to take me in the direction that GOD WAS WANTING ME TO GO IN

This is what He has called every CF at all our campuses and watching this service to do

I believe that many of you are doing just that!

Now right there at the end of verse 27 would have been the perfect time to have an ALTAR CALL or a TIME OF DECISION
Instead, he reminds them in verse 28 -31 to “count the cost”
Jesus KNOWS that what He is challenging them do AS HIS DISCIPLES – that it is HARD!

But Jesus also KNOWS that the REWARD is worth the SACRIFICE
He is saying to them, “the cost is great, but it is WORTH IT!”

28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 

Salvation is FREE – But being a DISCIPLE has a cost

· THIS IS A LIFELONG COMMITMENT and we NEED TO FINISH what we start

How many of you have ever driven by a “BUILDING PROJECT” that was started but was never finished?

NOT COUNTING THE COST  reflects negatively on the builder

That is exactly what happens in the SPIRITUAL SENSE
We all know of people who made a PROFESSION OF CHRIST and followed for a few months or years and NOW THEY DON’T BELIEVE ANYMORE
· They become the “JOKE” of anything that represents Christianity

Now in general, the WORLD doesn’t like CF’s

But it is amazing that even though they don’t like CF’s, that when they see one that WALKS THE WALK AND TALKS THE TALK and consistently lives out their faith – THEY RESPECT THAT PERSON whether they agree with them or not

WHAT THEY DON’T TOLERATE is the person who CLAIMS to be a CF and then goes back to living the same way they do

But what is worse than that person being mocked – is that it causes GOD’S REPUTATION TO SUFFER

· It confuses people about GOD 
And they draw THE WRONG CONCLUSION that many of them believe and hold on for all their lives

There is a COST TO BEING A DISCIPLE and it is that I MUST TAKE UP MY CROSS AND FOLLOW HIM THE REMAINDER OF MY LIFE

Now, I’ve heard it said that Jesus is trying to THIN OUT THE CROWD, but I don’t believe that at all.

· Here’s what I know to be true – God’s heart is for every single person under the sound of my voice

· But for some of you – He is saying to you that “YOU NEED TO GO DEEPER” – that’s part of COUNTING THE COST OF LOVING HIM AND FOLLOWING HIM
In verses 31 and 32 he gives the same seriousness of the cost of following Him as a true disciple.

He uses the analogy of a King sending men into war.

· He has to consider the cost of the lives at hand

· He has to think it through

33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.
What the crowd that day did not understand – was that Jesus wasn’t asking them to do anything that He wasn’t PREPARED TO DO HIMSELF

· He would PAY the ULTIMATE COST OF LOVE (his own life)

Matthew 19:29

“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life.”  NIV
34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.

Jesus says, “Salt is GOOD!”  
It had VALUE

It also had PURPOSE

· It PRESERVES, MELTS and SOFTENS, creates THIRST, and INFLUENCES

Now Jesus wasn’t just given a LESSON ON SALT – He was identifying the distinction between the LIFE OF A DISCIPLE and THE PRINCIPLES OF SALT

· Pure Salt Preserves: (Cucumbers into Pickles)
· Pure Salt MELTS and SOFTENS (Water / Ice)
· Pure Salt creates THIRST (Popcorn at movies)
· Pure Salt INFLUENCES (changes flavor)
SALT IS GOOD, Jesus said.

But SALT THAT HAD LOST IT’S FLAVOR – or had been compromised by becoming WET or NOT BEING USED FOR A LONG TIME -- was NO GOOD

· The Salt "lost" it's saltiness by being diluted, by having impurities in it. 

· Illustration: Imagine taking a beautiful piece of Zellwood Yellow Corn and rubbing it down with butter and then sprinkling it with SAND

Salt that had become DILLUTED or DEFILED:  
· They would take and throw it on the weeds to kill them

· And it wasn’t able to be used FOR WHAT IT WAS INTENDED FOR

We STAY SALTY BY:

1. Practicing self discipline… 

2. Every day, present yourself to God’s for His use…. 
Conclusion:

I know that this is NOT EASY STUFF

My intentions aren’t to SCARE YOU AWAY but to TAKE YOU DEEPER

Love has a cost – Discipleship has a cost – BUT THE REWARD is GREATER 
"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."   NIV

Altar:

Some of you here today – you’re not a DISCIPLE – you have NO relationship with God because you have never invited Him into your heart

Jesus said that He is the LIVING WATER and if you drink of Him – YOU will NEVER THIRST AGAIN

Some of you – YOU are the CROWD in this story – and your struggling with THE COST of FOLLOWING JESUS – You are close to losing your SALTINESS and EFFECTIVENESS for GOD – Jesus loves you and wants to ENCOURAGE YOU NOT TO WALK AWAY but to SELL OUT and be used for His kingdom like never before

· At ALL OUR CAMPUSES, In a moment I am going to close out ALL our campuses with a prayer

· If you need to accept Jesus – you come at the end of the service to the front where the ELDER will be

· IF you are a DISCIPLE but need to go deeper or just have someone pray with you – come to the front and let the ELDER know

PRAYER FOR ALL CAMPUSES
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