Self-Serve of Serve-God? Joshua 24 
by Pastor Dave Folkerts CCM February 12-13, 2011

Opening video from Pastor Mark in India.

Opening – Valentine’s Day weekend. Originally it was Saint Valentine’s Day
Turn to: Joshua 24 - Chp 23 farewell to Israel’s leaders, Chpt 24 farewell to the nation

· This is Joshua’s farewell address before He dies but more importantly what God wants to stress to His people. Joshua pronounced the blessings and curses in 

· Shechem important location; God spoke to Abram, Jacob told his family to get rid of their idols

Joshua 24:1 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. 
At the end of our life only 3 things will matter; Faith, Family and Friends
2 Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped other gods. 3 But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the River and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt. 

· This starts with “this is what the Lord says”. Not all prophecy is predictive. It is simply God speaking to His people through a leader. A reminder and challenge.
· Look at all the “I” from the Lord. Never forgot what God has done for you.
· Satan wants us to think God is against us.

Romans 8:31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?
· Why would God want to remind the people of Israel of their past? To show His character of faithfulness, protection, love and guidance.
5 “ ‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I did there, and I brought you out. 6 When I brought your fathers out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. 7 But they cried to the LORD for help, and he put darkness between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea over them and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in the desert for a long time.  
8 “ ‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from before you, and you took possession of their land. 9 When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of Beor to put a curse on you. 10 But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, and I delivered you out of his hand. 

· God is in control. Don’t fear the enemy. 
I John 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.
· Balak king of Moab offered big bucks to Balaam if he would put a “curse” on the nation of Israel moving through their land. Balak wanted Israel destroyed.

· Numbers 22-31

· Balaam failed 3 times even one when his donkey talked back after seeing an angel with a flaming sword. Balaam filled with greed and wanted money.  He taught Balak this idea.  If you will send your sexy looking Moabite women to seduce the Israelite men, they will bring a curse upon themselves.  These women will tempt the men to commit sexual immorality and before you know it….they will be worshipping your pagan god of Peror.

· The Israelites brought a curse upon themselves even though Balaam couldn’t curse them. Satan can’t destroy us.

· Through compromise he got them to sin by (1) sexual immorality and intermarrying with pagans and (2) worshipping idols and pagan gods.

· God hates compromise and His judgment fell on Israel, with 24,000 people dying.
· Example of dog with rabies
11 “ ‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. 12 I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you—also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 13 So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.’ 

· Do you see how patient, gracious, loving and faithful God is towards His people
Old Testament parallels with the New Testament

1. Egypt = Our life before salvation
2. The 40 years in the Desert = Our saved life but not living Spirit-filled
3. Promised Land = Our saved, Spirit-filled and Spirit-led life

14 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 

PHOTO #1 Wall Scripture
· Dads, husbands. God has called us to lead our homes, our whole households. Lead by example. Don’t tell your kids to do things you are not doing.

· Let’s make sure it isn’t just a great saying or passage on our wall.

· Life is about choices. Our choices will define us.

· Does serving the Lord seem desirable to you

God’s love and faithfulness to us should motivate us to serve Him.
· Serve God exclusively. Whole heart. Don’t try and mix God and the gods of this world.
· Bob Dylan song, “Gotta serve somebody” Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord

Luke 4: 8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’’”
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17 It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.” 
Serving God is a sign of reverence and gratitude towards Him
19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.” 

· Joshua knew that there were certain things that were holding the people back.

· Many of you desire to serve the Lord but your habitual sin is keeping you focused on yourself instead of God

· Disobedience to God brings consequences.
Serve God with words and actions 
21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.” 22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.” “Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.” 

Two popular idols of the Old Testament

Baal – intellect, materialism and power
Ashteroth – sensuality and fertility 
These idols represent the main idols in America today. 

1. Money/Materialism

2. Intellect/Power

3. Sensuality/Pleasure

Self-Serve excuses or wrong priorities that prevent our Serving of God:
· Past hurts 
· Pleasure

· Possessions

· Money

· Relationships

· Job
· Education

· Alcohol or drug abuse

· Sexual immorality

· Selfishness
Serve God with godly motives that come from a heart submitted to God
25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he drew up for them decrees and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD. 27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the words the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.” 28 Then Joshua sent the people away, each to his own inheritance. 29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten. 

· The Stone = Jesus Christ our witness. Constantly using stones in Joshua
· Make a commitment - tell someone. Secret decisions rarely survive.

· Let’s make sure we end well. Well done good and faithful SERVANT!
Our serving should flow out from our relationship with Jesus
 
 

How do we serve the Lord?
1. Serve God with our priorities

PHOTO #1-1
2. Serve God with our resources
· Tithes, offerings and alms. Also our possessions.
PHOTOS #2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 2-6, 2-7, 2-8, 2-9
Matthew 6: 24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.
New screen

3. Serve God with our time
PHOTOS #3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 3-7
· Story of Kirby

4. Serve God with our talents
PHOTOs #4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 4-5, 4-6 

5. Serve God with our body
PHOTOS #5-1, 5-2, 5-3
6. Serve God with our passions

PHOTOS # 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4, 6-5
· Ask God how you could serve Him with what you love.
· Passions in life revealed by: spend time, money and what we love to talk about.
What are we doing today that will last for eternity?
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”
Hebrews 9:14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!
· Don’t just add God to our lives; God desires to be our life.
· Serve the Lord out of gratitude for all He has done for you.

· Step out – get a ministry application and serve

· Serving can be done in and outside of these church campuses
