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How Jesus’ birth changed everything    T Luke 4 Isaiah 61
PP: An atheist billboard that calls Christmas "a myth" has sparked a growing controversy. The message with a nativity scene, reads: "You know it's a myth. This season, celebrate reason." Its $20,000 price tag was paid for by American Atheists in an effort to challenge drivers to "think hard about whether or not they actually believe in what is, in reality, an invisible magic man in the sky."

How Jesus’ birth changed everything    
· There is no better time to study the life of Jesus than during the month we celebrate His birth.
· Jesus came to fulfill thousands of years of OT prophecy. He would be the one who not only represented God, but was God himself.
· We know that Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

T Luke 2:4-7 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

A prophecy from God fulfilled - this one from given 700 year ago.
Micah 5:2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." 

· Next Jesus is taken as a baby to Jerusalem for presentation at the Temple 
Luke 2:22 When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 

· But then 1-2 years after his birth we see God’s ongoing protection and supernatural direction while the wise men were worshipping Jesus.

T Matthew 2:13 -15 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. 
Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son."  

PP: map of Jesus travel to Egypt

· Joseph and Mary take Jesus from Bethlehem to Egypt to escape the "massacre of the infants" by Herod the Great.
Another prophecy from God fulfilled.

· After King Herod's death, Joseph had brought his family back to Israel, to district of Galilee, to live in a town called Nazareth where Jesus would grow up.

T Matthew 2:19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 

20 and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child's life are dead." 

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 

22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 

23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: "He will be called a Nazarene." 

Another prophecy from God fulfilled. 

T Luke 2:41-42 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 

· At the age of 12 Jesus travels from Nazareth to Jerusalem with his family, and stays behind in the Temple dialoging with the rabbis.
Luke 2:52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

· For the next 18 years Jesus lived in Nazareth and grew just mentally, physically, spiritually and socially as a human young man.

· Then at age 30 Jesus leaves home to begin 3 years of public ministry.

· First he goes to be baptized by John the Baptist and then Jesus is filled with the Holy Spirit; then led into the wilderness for 40 days of temptation with Satan.
T Luke 4:14-15 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

· From the other gospels we learn that right after Jesus returned from this victory over Satan that Jesus began his ministry.

· By this time he had chosen his disciples, began doing miracles and teaching the people about God and thus had a lot of followers.
· Jesus was the talk of the nation of Israel especially up in Galilee.

· But notice WHERE Jesus goes NEXT………

Luke 4:16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read (THE BIBLE –THE OT).
· Jesus goes back to his HOME town of about 20,000 people where the people had certainly heard about what Jesus had been doing.
· When Saturday came, the Sabbath - Jesus went to the synagogue.

· No doubt the synagogue was jammed packed with people (family, neighbors and friends) who were excited to hear what Jesus would say.

· Who was he, a rabbi, a prophet or what?

· Notice it says Jesus went to the synagogue as was HIS CUSTOM.
· In our terms, Jesus went to church every week as usual.

WHY?  Jesus went to “church” every week because that is where he worshipped God and learned the Bible – the Old Testament.

· God knew that man needed to know HOW to do life right and didn’t want man to speculate so God gave mankind the Bible – REVELATION.
· The Bible is God’s mind to us. It is HIS revelation of truth – how to live here on this earth and how to get to Heaven.  

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.
God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.
· God designed and gifted certain people to be pastor/teachers to teach everyone the Bible and how to apply those truths to their lives.
· God designed the church to be ONE place where people could come and learn truth about God and life.

Correct living is rooted in correct belief
· Belief matters; Belief = to accept as true or real  

· Every decision we make is involved with WHAT we believe.  

· Some people say that it doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you believe it sincerely. THAT IS A LIE.

· What matters is not THAT you believe but WHAT you believe

All the Bible is true  

 

John 17:17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  

 

“Jesus went into the synagogue, as was his custom”
T Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

· God knew that all CF’S need to be encouraged, comforted, warned, challenged, taught and spiritually fed on a regular basis.

· God KNEW that Satan didn’t want people to know the truth – the Bible.
· If people are not exposed and taught God’s word – the truth- then they can easily be deceived by Satan who is a constant liar.

· Our spiritual health and spiritual growth is linked to consistent worshipping together.
Consistent worshipping together must be a priority.
As the day approaches….as we approach the end of the world.
· Why the emphasis on the last days?  (We are THERE!)

· Because of the Bible tells us that in the last days there will be increased deception, increased deflection and increased depression.

2 Tim 4:2 (NLT)Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good teaching.

3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear.

4 They will reject the truth and chase after myths.
Understand that MOST agnostics and atheists have never been taught the Bible – they are clueless about the truth and the validity of the Bible. 
PP: Notice the billboard says MYTH - we are living in the time of rejecting God and the truths of the Bible – people are CLUELESS and DECEIVED.
B Luke 4:16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 
Luke 4:17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

· How did Jesus know where to turn in the OT book of Isaiah?
· The OT was the only part of the Bible the people had in those days.

· Jesus would have been taught the OT in the Synagogue.
· Remember that the OT and NT are connected.  Most of the prophecies and predictions of Jesus are fulfilled in the pages of the NT.

· And much of the Old Testament speaks of Jesus.
After the resurrection, on the road to Emmaus – Jesus was talking to some disciples…..
Luke 24:27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

APP: let’s all turn and FIND the OT place where this 700 year old Messianic prophecy was written. 
T Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,  

Isaiah 61:2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 

· The people KNEW that Isaiah's prophecy written 700 years ago was largely a prophecy about the coming Messiah. 

· The people KNEW that Messiah would be anointed by the Holy Spirit, set apart and empowered by the HS for special service.

In coming weeks we will talk about the last part of verse 2…..very exciting.

B Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 
Luke 4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   

Luke 4:20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down….. 

App: Rabbis, teachers in those days SAT DOWN to teach
Luke 4:20 -21 ……. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

· Jesus words SHOCKED the listeners – what was HE saying?

· What a bold and amazing opening statement to his teaching.

· Jesus was saying I AM THE FULFILLMENT of this prophecy
· Jesus was saying I AM THE PROMISED MESSIAH

· Jesus was OUTLINING his ministry goals.

Jesus: I am God and I have been sent to meet your needs
APP: Hand out bracelets 

· We want to say good bye to our red bracelets and put on these new blue ones. Each person is to take ONE and put it on.

PP: Bracelet slide 

· Notice what it says – OUR GOD PROVIDES   BELIEVE – ENJOY

B Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 

Luke 4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   

· You see Jesus was saying to these HURTING PEOPLE:
· God wants to meet your needs

· God wants to meet your spiritual, physical, financial and emotional needs.

· Heal broken hearts
· Break oppressive habits
· Open spiritually blinded eyes to the truth
· Free people from satanic bondages
· Give people HOPE

· Forgive people of their sins.

Jesus was teaching these hurting people 3 specific keys that we will develop next weekend

1. God is here
2. God is able
3. God is for you
· You see this prophecy was already taking place as Jesus went from town to town touching the lives of people. Lives were changing everywhere.

· But later when Jesus announced He was going to the cross and then back to Heaven, Jesus gave his disciples an amazing truth.

John 14:12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  

 

· Here we are 2000 years later – we are NOT in a synagogue in Nazareth but in a church building at CCM or one of our campuses.

· Jesus is back in Heaven interceding for us.

· But we are to carry on the ministry in our cities JUST LIKE JESUS.

· There are HURTING people all around us every single day.

· God has designed each of us to be empowered to reach our world.

· God has designed every CF with UNLIMITED potential to touch people’s lives.

Today, CF’S are the mouths, hands, and feet of JESUS
· People everywhere need to know that Our God cares and provides.

· When people ask you about this bracelet – tell them that there is a God who cares about them and one who can meet their needs.

· KINDLY ask if there is a need they have that you can pray for.

· Let God open doors to meet the hurting people around us.

Communion
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