8

How Jesus’ birth changed everything - 3    T Luke 4 Isaiah 61
· Last weekend we learned the connection between Jesus’ ministry on earth and every CF’S ministry on earth.
· Jesus walked into his home town and announced who he was and what he was going to do for the people.

· Jesus: I am God, (your Messiah) and I have been sent to meet your needs
T Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 
Luke 4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   

Luke 4:20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 

Luke 4:21 and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

· Just before Jesus went to the cross and back to Heaven – he showed how this transfer of ministry would happen.
John 14:12 I tell you the truth, ____________ (Mark) who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. _______(Mark) will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  

Today, CF’S are the mouths, hands, and feet of JESUS
· Jesus says I expect you to carry on the work that God gave me – I expect you to meet the needs of hurting people.
PP: Bracelet slide - (OUR GOD PROVIDES; BELIEVE – ENJOY)
This bracelet is our reminder that TODAY there are hurting people around us and we can do something about it just like Jesus.
· Forgive people of their sins
· Heal broken hearts

· Free people from satanic bondages

· Open spiritually blinded eyes to the truth

· Break oppressive habits

· Give people HOPE
Only God can meet the REAL needs of hurting people 
PP: Buddha for sale - I am not making fun but let’s be honest this so called “god” cannot provide anything for hurting people. This statue cannot do anything with his mouth, his hands and his feet.
· Jesus was not one of many “gods’ in the world.  
· Jesus was God in the flesh – the only TRUE God; there is NO OTHER.
· The character of God (all-powerful, all-knowing and everywhere at the same time) enabled Jesus to REALLY minister to hurting people and to change their lives.

But the question is HOW was Jesus able to help these hurting people – HOW did Jesus live and minister while on the earth?  Here is the answer:
God empowered Jesus through the person of the Holy Spirit.
Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to
Acts 10:38 .. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how (THEN mb) he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.  

· We know that Jesus was fully God and fully man.
· But as a human being (here on the earth) Jesus had to RELY on the empowering from the Holy Spirit to minister to people.
· Jesus had to be filled with the Holy Spirit; He had to live under the influence of the Holy Spirit to fulfill his earthly mission.
Under HIS influence – to have an effect upon, to shape, to regulate
T Luke 3:21-22 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 

· Here is where Jesus was baptized with the Holy Spirit– empowered with the power of God.
Everything Jesus did was done through the POWER of the Holy Spirit; He lived UHI
T Luke 4:1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, and was led by the Spirit in the desert”

· Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit and Jesus was led by the Spirit

Luke 4:14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 

· After 40 days of defeating Satan and his temptations, Jesus was STILL filled with the power of God. 
· Living UHI is a LIFESTYLE – keep on being filled with the Spirit.
Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to….”minister to hurting people”- mb)
· So Jesus is our perfect example, He lived under the influence of the Holy Spirit – he was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.

· Jesus was MODELING his Spirit Filled lifestyle for HIS disciples.

How to love God and love people - the great commandment
R Matthew 22:36-39  

36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?"  

37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  

38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  

 

How do we love God?  

 

1. We show our love for God is real by obeying the Bible, by obeying God’s commands.  

2. We show our love by loving our neighbors as ourselves
How to share the gospel and make disciples - the great commission
Matthew 28:18 -20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything (all) I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  

How to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit – the great empowerment
R Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

· If we are going to love God and love people and also communicate the good news to everyone everywhere, we must be filled with God’s power  

God has designed each CF to live UNDER HIS INFLUENCE.  

The big question for each of us today is this:
· Are YOU filled with God’s power today? Are YOU living under the influence of the Holy Spirit?

· OR are YOU trying to meet the needs of hurting people in YOUR OWN STRENGTH AND WISDOM?
CD, DVD - Doing God’s work – God’s way    August 2010
RA Torrey: “The Christian life is not to be lived in the realm of natural temperament and Christian work is not to be done in the power of natural endowment, but the Christian life is to be lived in the realm of the spirit and the Christian work is to be done in the POWER of the HS. The Holy Spirit is willing and eagerly desirous of doing for each one of us HIS whole work, and he will do in each one of us all that we will let Him do!”

· Jesus was saying to his disciples, what I needed to do ministry here on earth is EXACTLY what you need.
· To meet the needs of hurting people (physical, financial, emotional and spiritual) we must be filled with the Holy Spirit.

· We must minister with God’s supernatural power.

APP: Today let’s WATCH Jesus as he meets hurting people. 
Let’s watch HIS feet – where did He go, how was He led

Let’s watch HIS mouth – what he says, how to share truth

Let’s watch HIS hands – the importance of compassion, caring and TOUCH

Verses 31 -41 give us a TYPICAL day in the life of Jesus – WOW

Luke 4:31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. 
32 They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority. 

Jesus’ feet
· Jesus’ feet LED him to Capernaum – how did he know where to go?

· The HS leads us – you can expect God to lead you
Jesus’ mouth
· Notice that Jesus went again to the synagogue to TEACH the people.

· Jesus’ teaching was filled with GOD’S power – it was anointed and the people KNEW something is very different about this teaching.

· Jesus wanted the people to be balanced…….

Matt 22:29 (NLT) Jesus replied, "Your problem is that you don't know the Scriptures, and you don't know the power of God.  

· Jesus KNEW the power of the word to change people’s lives.

· Jesus KNEW that the Word of God was alive

R John 8:31-32 (NLT) Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
 

· By knowing and applying the truth of God’s Word we are freed from the bondage of ignorance, error, sin and self.  
· We need to get into the Word and then the Word will get into us.

33 In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, 

34 "Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are — the Holy One of God!" 
· We are introduced to WHY we need the power of God to be UHI.
Satan is more powerful than any CF but Satan is less powerful than God
1 John 4:4 (NLT) But you belong to God, my dear children. You have already won a victory over those people, because the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the spirit who lives in the world.


· Remember that the power of God is not equal to the power of man

· Interesting that in the REAL world of demons they KNOW that Jesus is the SON OF GOD and one day they will be destroyed!
35 "Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him. 
36 All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" 
Jesus’ mouth 
· What was that indefinable authority and power with which He spoke?
· What was different about the words of Jesus that unclean spirits obeyed Him instantly? 
ANSWER: Jesus was FILLED with the power of the Holy Spirit.
37 And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area. 

One changed life will lead to many changed lives.
· The word spreads – there is a person who can change your life.

Video: Guatemala medical mission – we see the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus – the fulfillment of the great commandment, the great commission and the great empowerment.
· Jesus brought salvation to this world but he also brought (1) power over demons and (2) power over sickness and disease

· We have that same AUTHORITY TODAY – just remember it is GOD who does the healing and the deliverance THROUGH US.
38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 
Here we see God’s power over MOTHER IN-LAWS!  

Illus: Two husbands were talking. One said to the other, my mother in law is an angel. The friend replied, you’re lucky, mine is still alive!  

· Obviously Peter was married.

· Doctor Luke tells us it was a HIGH fever
· This woman was HURTING and had a need.

· The disciples looked for someone who was wearing a blue bracelet that said “OUR GOD PROVIDES”

· Jesus was wearing one!

39 So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them. (Matt 8 – Jesus touched her)
Jesus’ mouth and Jesus hands
We see the Holy Spirit working with compassion, touch and power.
· God’s power will meet the need – where God guides; God provides
· She was healed instantly = supernatural

40 When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41 Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Christ.  

· Look at ALL the hurting people - WOW

· But NO different than in our world today
· What made the difference in their lives - everything Jesus did was done through the POWER of the Holy Spirit; He lived UHI
Jesus’ mouth and Jesus’ hands
Remember the only way we are going to make a difference is to live UNDER HIS INFLUENCE – to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit
42 At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 
43 But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent." 

44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.  

Jesus feet 

Jesus went to pray – his feet led him to get with God to keep focus.

Do your feet lead you to a daily quiet time with Him?
Jesus mouth
· In spite of all the hurting people in front of him, Jesus was led to continue to other towns.

· Jesus KNEW the greatest need was not physical healing but SPIRITUAL healing.

· People need to hear that they could be forgiven of their sins.
Jesus knew his mission and his purpose – do we?
When was the last time you UNDENIABLY knew that the Holy Spirit was powerfully working through YOU to change your world?  

 

· God designed every CF to continue the ministry of Jesus

· God designed every CF to be the mouth, the hands and the feet of Jesus.

· To be effective we must be empowered by the Holy Spirit.

· We must have compassion and be ready to serve hurting people.

· We need to know the WORD and the POWER of God.
· When we are living a lifestyle that is full of the POWER of the Holy Spirit – the evidence will be seen – we will know and the world will know.  

Remember the success of Jesus ministry was this:

Luke 4:18 -19 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   

Is the Spirit of the Lord is UPON YOU?

Is the Spirit of the Lord UPON ME?

Let’s be the empowered hands, feet and mouths of Jesus!
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