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How Jesus’ birth changed everything    T Luke 4 Isaiah 61
PP: Remember the film - Pleasantville

Celebration city a Disney-developed community in central Florida is patterned after the film Pleasantville with picture-perfect layout of manicured lawns and classic movie theaters. 

PP: Picture of crime sign at Celebration
Last week Celebration “the perfect city” saw its second instance of deadly violence when a resident turned a gun on himself during a standoff with a SWAT team. This death followed an unrelated case Monday in which the community of Celebration recorded its first homicide in its 14-year history.

We discover what everybody knows, hurting people are everywhere even in the picture-perfect city of Celebration.
· Last weekend we learned that Jesus went home to Nazareth and taught in the synagogue where he had been raised.  
· The synagogue was jammed with friends, relatives and neighbors who were waiting to hear Jesus teach.

T Luke 4:16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 
Luke 4:17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

· The people KNEW that Isaiah's prophecy written 700 years ago was largely a prophecy about the coming Messiah. 

· The people KNEW that Messiah would be anointed by the Holy Spirit, set apart and empowered by the HS for special service.

B Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 
Luke 4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   

Luke 4:20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 

Luke 4:21 and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

· Jesus opened with a bold and amazing statement of truth and also gave the people his MISSION STATEMENT!

· Jesus was saying I AM THE FULFILLMENT of this prophecy
· Jesus was saying I AM THE PROMISED MESSIAH

· Jesus was saying I AM GOD

Jesus: I am God, (your Messiah) and I have been sent to meet your needs
· Jesus was saying to these HURTING PEOPLE:  God YOUR FATHER wants to meet your spiritual, physical, financial and emotional needs.

· Jesus’ disciples were listening and were already watching Jesus and learning HOW He ministered to hurting people.
· But one day Jesus made an announcement that would affect every CF in every generation.
John 14:12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  

· Here we are 2000 years later and every CF knows this truth but most of us don’t believe it applies to us.
· Most CF’S never expect God to use them to help hurting people like Jesus helped hurting people.

· But Jesus says I was born to meet the needs of hurting people.

John 14:12 I tell you the truth, ____________ (Mark) who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. _______(Mark) will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  

· Jesus is saying to EVERY CF, I expect you to carry on the work that God gave me – I expect you to meet the needs of hurting people.
The following is part of our MISSION STATEMENT AS CF’S
CF- you were born to meet the needs of hurting people
· We know that there are HURTING people all around us every day.

· But OFTEN we need to be REMINDED that God has designed every CF with UNLIMITED potential to touch hurting people’s lives.
PP: Bracelet slide - (OUR GOD PROVIDES; BELIEVE – ENJOY)
· This bracelet helps to remind us that there are hurting people around us and we are to ask God to help us meet their needs.

 Today, CF’S are the mouths, hands, and feet of JESUS
That brings up two important questions – (1) What do hurting people look like? 
Understand that there were NO hurting people (NO NEEDS) in the Garden of Eden UNTIL Adam and Eve sinned.
· So all hurts come because Satan and sin have infected our world.

· From Satan and our corrupted world come hurts, needs, misery, bondage to evil, broken heartedness, spiritual blindness and physical distress.

· Luke gives us a summary list of what hurting people look like and what Jesus was going to do to help these needs.

· Remember that EVERY CF is to do “THESE WORKS” of Jesus.

· We have God in us just like Jesus had God working with Him.
R John 5:19 Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 

ONLY God can forgive people of their sins
· Preach good news – the good news is that anyone can be forgiven and cleansed from their sins.

· Man’s greatest need is forgiveness.
· God designed every CF to share the gospel with the lost.
· We have the only good news, people can be forgiven and start again – ANYONE can be forgiven – no exceptions.
When is the last time YOU shared the good news with someone?

ONLY God can heal broken hearts

· Sin breaks hearts and shatters lives; Jesus can HEAL any broken heart
· All around us every day there are people with broken hearts.

· Only God can bring the needed COMFORT.
R Matthew 5:4 (NLT) God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

ONLY God can free people from satanic bondages
· The good news means there is deliverance from the bondage of sin.

· Only God can free people from satanic bondages – sin always imprisons a person but Jesus can set them free.
R John 8:34 (NLT) Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin.  Whoever practices sin is a slave of sin.
· The teaching/preaching and SHARING of the Word goes right into the heart of man and can set them free.  

· When anyone becomes a follower of Jesus Christ, they receive eternal life from Him and that person is freed from the slavery of sin, legalism, superstition, and demonism. 

R John 8:36 (NLT) So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.

You cannot put a PRICE on that type of amazing freedom
ONLY God can open spiritually blinded eyes to the truth

· Jesus fulfilled this spiritually and physically.

· Satan blinds the spiritual eyes of unbelievers but Jesus heals those eyes so they can see clearly.

· That truth illuminates that good people don’t go to Heaven; only forgiven people go to Heaven.

ONLY God can break oppressive habits

· In Jesus’ day, the rabbis taught that there were 613 commands in the law. Consequently people struggled under a heavy burden of what they were told constituted true religion and holiness. 

· These Jews had given up on their religion because they dead religion had given them a wrong view of God.

ONLY God can give people HOPE
Hope = to look forward with confidence or expectation.
· When we fear the worst, hope reminds us that God is in control  

· When we are discouraged and tempted to quit, hope says keep going because God is for you.  

· When everything seems dark ahead, hope says no problem; there is light at the end of the tunnel

· Jesus told those Jewish people that he brought to them the favor of the Lord.

· All the blessings which God has created for his people were NOW available.

· We STILL live in TODAY with God’s grace, goodness and FAVOR.
That brings up the 2nd important question - HOW can God use me to minister to hurting people?
PP: Christmas wrapping outreach (fusion – going for it)

PP: Another picture different people in the marketplace of life (ANYONE CAN DO THIS)

· Remember that GOD was the answer to meeting all the hurts and needs of people.

· Sometimes we forget the character of our GOD and what He can do.

When God opens a door to minister to hurting people understand these 3 truths about God.

1. OUR God is here; present
T John 1:1-5

1 In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 He was with God in the beginning. 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

· The Word was with God. The Word was God. He not only dwelt with God, but He Himself was God. 

· The Bible teaches that there is one God and that there are three Persons in the Godhead—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. All three of these Persons are God.

· So as Jesus was standing there he was saying God is here.

Jesus is GOD
4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
· Understand what this means.  The word “life” here includes both physical and spiritual life. 

· When a person is born, they received physical life. 

· When a person is born again, they receive spiritual life
B Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor
· Jesus was saying that GOD IS HERE; God’s Holy Spirit – His power was ON Him so that he could minister to any need.

· But what about today - is God still WITH US when we go out and minister to hurting people?

God is here RIGHT now because God lives inside every CF.
· Remember that God comes and LIVES inside every CF through the person of the Holy Spirit.

· So wherever we go, whenever we need wisdom, direction, help and comfort, God is right there.

2. OUR God is able (Jehovah Jireh)
· You can study Genesis 22 and discover where we find one of the names of God - Jehovah Jireh

· Abraham discovered that God could provide anything exactly at the right time.

Jehovah-Jireh = The Lord will see to it or the Lord will provide.
· Remember that the great I AM sees our needs and wants to provide for those needs.

· God has promised to MEET us where we are and meet OUR problems. 
· That is not a problem for God since there is NOTHING impossible for God 

Jeremiah 32:27 "I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?  

· We are challenged in the Bible to trust God to supply our needs.

· He can do the same for anyone.

· That is the God we present to them

· That is why we pray in FAITH and ask God to provide for them

· Remember we are not meeting the NEED – but God – JEHOVAH-JIREH is meeting their need.

· Remember the bracelet – OUR GOD PROVIDES

3. OUR God is for us
Luke 4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   

· Most people have the wrong concept about God.  

· God wants and loves to bless his people.  
· God is not against us but FOR US.
· Everything we have is a GIFT from God. We don’t deserve to be blessed but God wants and loves to bless us.  
· We are living in the time of God’s favor.
God wants to provide FOR you and THROUGH you  
Hurting People - most people are FAR from God and thus they are searching, hurting and confused.
Matthew 7:7-11

7 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

8 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 

9 "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 

10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 

11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! 

God’s endless supply enables Him to meet every need
The lives of people were a mess and God knew it and cared enough to do something about it

· Jesus was saying – God sent me – I’m here and I care about you and the details of your lives.
· I can do what you cannot do for yourselves.

· This is the SAME message we share with all the hurting people around us.

APP:

· When people ask you about this bracelet – tell them that there is a God who cares about them and one who can meet their needs.

· KINDLY ask if there is a need they have that you can pray for.

· Let God open doors to meet the hurting people around us.

· Let’s believe GOD to make a difference as we touch people and introduce them to Christ

APP: 

· If Jesus came and stood in front of you right now and asked you what your greatest need in life is, what would you say?

· Well right now God is speaking to YOU.  

· He is speaking to you about freedom, refreshment, nourishment and enjoyment in your life.  
· He wants to meet YOUR need.
SUMMARY

Freedom from sin and its effects

Comfort and hope in the cares of life

Blessings from a generous personal God

· Forgive people of their sins.

· Heal broken hearts

· Free people from satanic bondages

· Open spiritually blinded eyes to the truth

· Break oppressive habits

· Give people HOPE

Your greatest need is forgiveness
You need to have God living INSIDE of you to do life right
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