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Live the Bible and share the word of life Phil 2:15-18
PP: In the Torah, God commands the Jewish people to hang a mezuzah on their doorposts.  Inside the mezuzah is a written copy of the She MA. The Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) begins with "Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One." The Shema remind the Jewish people that they should keep God's words constantly in their minds and in hearts. One way to do this is by writing them on the doorposts of our house. In the Torah, God commands the Jewish people to hang mezuzot on their doorposts
Today we see Paul telling every CF – you have the word in your hearts to live it and in your mouth to share it.  You be a living Mezuzah.

Phil 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

Phil 2:15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 

We learned last weekend that the unbelieving world is watching because CF’S are to be and live a DIFFERENT.
A CF should be different in character from an unbeliever.

A CF should live differently in attitude and action than an unbeliever.
Basically our world functions without God in their lives and thus continues to be crooked and depraved.

· Crooked = English word scoliosis (curved spine) – warped, deviated from the good, the standard.

· Depraved = Perverse, MORALLY corrupt or very far off course
· But Paul says a CF’S transformed life is a powerful witness to the effectiveness of God’s word.
A transformed life is a powerful witness to the effectiveness of God's Word
How does this actually work in the daily life of a CF?
Phil 2:16 as you hold out the word of life — in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 

Hold (epecho) – has two meanings.

Hold fast = believe God's Word and live by it

1 Timothy 4:16 (NLT) Keep a close watch on how you live and on your teaching. Stay true to what is right for the sake of your own salvation and the salvation of those who hear you.


Hold Fast – believe God’s Word and live by it
How did our world get so crooked and depraved?

R Deut 13:18 (NKJV) because you have listened to the voice of the Lord your God, to keep all His commandments which I command you today, to do what is right in the eyes of the Lord your God.

Judges 17:6 (NLT) In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes.
Does that look like our world today – you bet!
Moral Choices - Barna
About half of all adults (54%) claim that they make their moral choices on the basis of specific principles or standards they believe in. Other common means of making moral choices include doing what feels right or comfortable (24%), doing whatever makes the most people happy or causes the least conflict (9%), and pursuing whatever produces the most positive outcomes for the person (7%).

Among those who claim to make moral decisions based on specific principles, a wide variety of sources were listed as the wellspring of that moral guidance. Three out of every ten people named the Bible as the sources of those principles. Overall, then, just one out of every six adults (16%) claim they make their moral choices based on the content of the Bible.

· So bottom line the unbelievers say we are the STANDARD – we can decide what is right and wrong for ourselves.

· We don’t need a God or any words from God.

· But God’s word tells us something very different.
T Amos 7:7-8 (NLT)

7 Then he showed me another vision. I saw the Lord standing beside a wall that had been built using a plumb line. He was checking it with a plumb line to see if it was straight.

8 And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” I answered, “A plumb line.” And the Lord replied, “I will test my people with this plumb line. I will no longer ignore all their sins.  

PP: A plumb line was a cord with a lead weight used by builders to make sure that walls were constructed straight up and down.  

· You see a plumb line provides a comparison, a standard that can tell us if everything is all right or if there is something wrong.
· What is God’s plumb line?

God’s word is the plumb line for our lives
· God’s Word tells us how to live. The Word is to be OUR plumb line.
· God gave us HIS word to be THE STANDARD for living.

· Without it we have no way to know what to do…how to live…what to pattern our life after.  

Illus: Hold out your Bibles – what a beautiful picture.
· What if the plumb line is not used until the wall is already built?
· What if the plumb line is used but far away from the wall?

· Until the plumb line is near the thing being check it is hard to determine if it is straight, vertical, and perfectly aligned.
· The Bible must be held up against our lives on a daily basis – it must be CLOSE to us.

Deut 6:6 (NKJV) “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.


· Understand that one of the foundational principles for spiritual success is reading, studying, and living the Bible, the Word of God. 
· Everything we need to know about God and life is found in the Bible. 
· Amazingly many CF’S will not even take time to read the Bible and thus they are starving themselves spiritually.  

· They are not growing and maturing and are NOT shining light in their dark world.  They are like unbelievers because THEY don’t know how to live with purpose and meaning.

PP: devotionals/ journaling PP at CalvaryCCM.com

T 2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

· Notice that this verse reminds us WHY the Bible is to be our standard of living.

· God gave us HIS word so that no one would need to speculate about how to do life, how to get to Heaven.

· We have the Bible, God’s mind as REVELATION.

R 2 Tim 3:16 -17 NLT All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. It is God's way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to do. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work
Every part of the Bible is powerful, relevant and useful  

 Look at these 4 purposes of God’s word

1. Teaching – what is right
Doctrine= instructing believers in God’s truths.  

We learn our foundational beliefs about God, man, sin, salvation, family, life, death, heaven, hell, and future events.  

2. Reproof – stop doing that
Reproof - rebuking in order to convict of misbehavior or false doctrine.  

The Bible exposes sin (Heb. 4:12,13) that can then be dealt with through confession and repentance.  

3. Correction – start doing this
Correction – restoration of something to its original and proper condition or here is how to get STRAIGHT again – no scoliosis.
The GOAL of correction is restoration  

4. Training – how to STAY right  

HOW to live and do life right

Encouraging and building up CF’S to live godly lives  

· As we continue to read, believe and obey the word, we will become like Jesus, think like Jesus, and minister like Jesus.  

· We become living examples of the truth of God’s word.  

The Bible must be read, believed and practiced as the FINAL authority in every area of our lives.

That brings us to the 2nd meaning of the word “hold”
Hold out = offer the good news to others
· As CF’S “hold fast” to the truth of God’s Word, THEN they can “hold out” offer that truth to unbelievers.
Illus: Hold OUT the Bible to your neighbor.

HOW do we hold it out to them?
· We do it with our godly character, actions and positive attitude.

· You may be the only Bible some people will ever read!

· What is your neighbor reading?

· What are the students in your class reading?

· What are your co-workers reading?

· We do it by verbally sharing the gospel when God opens a door.

· Notice we are to hold it out to them and not FORCE IT ON THEM.

WHY do we hold it out to them?
· As we look around us the unbelievers are clueless about how to do life right.

· They don’t know the Bible; they don’t understand the nature of God.

· They don’t know that God is for them and not against them.

· They are in the dark spiritually headed to a godless Hell.

Look at the contrast of these 2 verses  

Proverbs 14:12 (NLT) There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death. 
Psalm 119:105 (NLT) Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path.  

· This is the Word that can be a lamp to their feet and a light to their path.
· This is the Word that brings hope, forgiveness and a new start to anyone who is walking in darkness.
· This is the Word that shows the PLUMB LINE of life and HOW to live!
Phil 2:17 But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 

Phil 2:18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 

· Paul is writing to the church at Philippi

· He says be a congregation of the BOOK - be says be a CF of the BOOK

Paul wants these CF’S to (1) Hold fast = believe God's Word and live by it and (2) Hold out = offer the good news to others.
Let’s be HONEST – we have NOTHING to hold fast and NOTHING to hold out but the eternal, powerful, effective Word of God.  Remember that Heaven and earth will pass away but God’s word will REMAIN forever.

R Phil 2:16-18 NLT Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not useless. But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like a liquid offering to God,﻿﻿ just like your faithful service is an offering to God. And I want all of you to share that joy. Yes, you should rejoice, and I will share your joy. 

Paul knows that both of these have eternal consequences.

· If these CF’S grow and mature then Paul knows they will be rewarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ and that he will have accomplished God’s goal for him as a pastor/teacher.

· If these CF’S share the good news to others and they come to salvation, then Paul’s service and lifestyle were not in vain.  (Col 1:28)
Paul is thinking about the future – he is thinking about the Judgment Seat of Christ were all CF’S will be judged for their works.
· Paul is REJOICING – he says I continue to lay my life on the line for you.

· I want you go be more like Jesus and I want you to hold out the gospel to the lost world around you.
· The Philippians were to offer the gospel to THEIR dying world, for the gospel alone brings abundant and eternal life
· Paul knew the Biblical truth that all unbelievers have eternity in their hearts, they know deep down inside that they will live somewhere forever AFTER THEIR DEATH.
· Paul reminds us – WE HAVE the WORD of LIFE living in us – share Jesus with them.

T 1 Peter 3:15-16 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.  

We have the ONLY GOOD NEWS!

R Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 

 

The heartbeat of Jesus was to go to the lost and SHARE the good news with them - lost people matter to God  

App: Let’s lay our lives down for God by holding fast to the word by believing it and living it.
Let’s lay our lives down for God by holding out the truth; by sharing the good news to others.
Communion
· How GOOD does a person have to be to go to Heaven?
· What is the standard?

· Jesus set the standard and it is perfection.

· The only way a person can be good enough to go to Heaven is to be perfect – never sinned in their life.

· But the Bible tells us that all people were born on the same level, all of us fall short of perfection – ALL of us are sinners. 
· Thus NO ONE ever measures up.  We are out of spiritual alignment.
· But through the cross Jesus doesn't leave us crooked - separated from God.
· In love God sent Jesus to live and die a perfect life so He could be our substitute.

· We simply take Him as our Savior and we measure up – we become forgiven and right with God and headed to Heaven.

· That is the WORD we hold out to our CROOKED world.


There is HOPE for anyone who repents, believes and receives the gift of Salvation.
John 8:12 Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.”
