1

Phil 4:2-3 Stand United for the Sake of the Gospel
T Phil 4:1 Let me remind you that what we are studying today is not a novel, not a fictional book. The Bible is all true and it involves real people, real life and real principles. God’s word is to be taken seriously and applying practically.  When we obey God’s word our life changes forever.

Finish these statements:
United we stand _________ we fall (divided)

A house divided against itself cannot ______(stand)

Herman Cain Says Rick Perry Is Orchestrating a Smear Campaign
Rick Perry Denies Leaking Herman Cain Harassment Allegations
NBA players at odds with NBA owners
· In our Bible study today we are reminded of this key principle.

Life is all about personal relationships
· Every person was created by God to be connected (vibrant personal relationship) to God and people.
· We don’t do life alone so everyone here has personal relationships in these areas: marriage, children, work, school, church and friend relationships.

· REAL LIFE - when we deal with people, sometimes difficulties arise.
Real life contains - conflict, contention, disagreement, hurt feelings and broken relationships 
· Today Paul teaches HOW to resolve these difficulties.

· But since no one here has or is experiencing any of these difficulties this teaching will only apply to our FRIENDS who are not here.
· So you can leave now – have a nice week – and remember to pick up a CD or DVD and give it to your friends that NEED it.

Phil 4:1Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends! 

· Years before Paul established the FIRST church in Europe at this little Roman colony.  He had established warm and intimate friendships while he was their pastor.  Now that he is imprisoned in Rome he writes his friends with many words of encouragement and correction. 

Notice Paul LOVES the CF’S at Philippi and he isn’t afraid to state that.
· Now is the time to tell our spouses, our children and our friends that we love them.

· Now is the time to tell them and treat them LIKE we love them.

Encouragement:

· I want to say that from all the pastors and elders and their wives – we love you guys here at CCM and all our campuses.

· You are a real blessing to us; we know that God has brought you here so we can change our world together.
Every service at church is successful because of 1000’s of you serving God with your time, energy and giftings.

· The Fall Fest and the silent auction for our school CCA, we done with excellence and God looked good.

Let me read you the Message Bible on this verse – this is from my heart to all of you including the pastors and elders.

MSG - My dear, dear friends! I love you so much. I do want the very best for you. You make me feel such joy, (You) fill me with such pride. Don't waver. Stay on track, steady in God.
· The church at Philippi was probably Paul’s favorite church.  We know that women played a major role in the founding and functioning of this church.  In fact Lydia was Paul’s first convert in Philippi. (Just like women play a prominent role in CCM.) 

· Someone had got the word to Paul here in prison that there was trouble INSIDE this church.
· What would Paul do, he would address this REAL situation which involved REAL people.

Phil 4:2 I plead with Euodia (U–oh–dih–uh) and I plead with Syntyche (Sin-ty-che) to agree with each other in the Lord. 

Phil 4:3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Can you imagine being at the church service where this LETTER was read out loud?
· I plead with Mark and I plead with Lynda to agree with each other in the Lord – settle your disagreement!!!  
· NO one would have been sleeping in that service!
Paul knew this spiritual key about relationships
God loves to unite – Satan loves to divide (dis/unity)
· In this letter Paul writes about many doctrinal errors but here he speaks to a relationship problem.
· Today he doesn’t talk about an EXTERNAL PROBLEM but a problem INSIDE THE CHURCH.

This week and next week I want to address relationship problems.
Unity in the church and people relationships; Unity in the home – our marriages; Unity in ourselves
Now I know that NOBODY here has any relationship problems.  So just get the CD DVD and pass it to a friend that you knows needs to hear this truths.

App: Turn to your neighbor and say – YOU need to listen up!

· Paul speaks about some division – some contention that has risen between two women in the church.  
· Paul knew both of these faithful believers well.  In fact together they had fought side by side with Paul in sharing the gospel. 

· BUT these two mature believers were having difficulty getting along.
Notice disunity even among MATURE CF’S is NOT NEW
· Paul loves the church and these two believers ENOUGH to speak the truth in love (even addressing it in a public letter!)  WHY?
· Paul KNEW if this disunity wasn’t solved it would not only affect these two women but the whole church as well.
R 1 Cor 5:6 (NLT) …. Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads through the whole batch of dough?

· Paul doesn’t give us the details of this contention but he does offer his solution to it.

Illus:  Let’s see if you can discover the basis of Paul’s solution

NIV - agree with each other in the Lord
ESV – agree in the Lord
NKJV – be of the same mind in the Lord
NLT – because you belong to the Lord, settle your disagreement
· Paul says that the solution to contentions, divisions, disagreements and broken relationships has to do with our personal relationship with God
One of the most powerful words in the whole Bible is unity.  

· The state or quality of being one; oneness
· In fact the existence of unity is a signature of God Himself.  

· The Trinity is a picture of perfect ONENESS

Unity comes from ONE head
Illus: Mr. Potato Head

How many heads does Mr. Potato Head have?  Answer 1
· Anything with more than 1 head is a monster

· Anything without a head is dead.
In our human bodies the CNS (the head) controls our body and brings unity.
In a CF, our head is Christ – He brings unity
The head of every CF is Christ
1 Cor 11:3 …I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ
· That should be obvious since we are called Christ FOLLOWERS
· CF’S derive their UNITY – their ONENESS from their head Christ.
· So as we look at this broken relationship with these two women what is the problem?

Probably there are two human heads with neither person obeying the HEAD.
· Notice also that Paul addresses both women INDIVIDUALLY.
· This shows that probably both needed to change, which we all know is often the case in most disagreements. 

NLT – because you belong to the Lord, settle your disagreement
Unity comes from submitting and obeying THE HEAD – the Holy Spirit 
· Paul tells them that the solution is to ask their head – Jesus, God, the Holy Spirit what to do and then do it.

· They are to settle their disagreement, not their own way, but in and through the wisdom that comes from Christ.
· How exactly do they do that?
· The HOW in our lives comes from the wisdom and strength of the Holy Spirit that lives inside of every CF.

· One of the key roles of the Holy Spirit it to convict us.

· God has given all of us a conscience that is to be sensitive to the truth of the Bible. 
When convicted, repent and receive God’s forgiveness
· Each of these women had the SAME Holy Spirit in them.

· No doubt the HS had been REMINDING them to get the issue solved but they had BOTH resisted God the HEAD.

· They were not submitting to what the Holy Spirit wanted them to do.

Illus:  two people in a sack at a race – the goal is to reach the finish line.

· One person left leg, the other person also left leg, facing opposite direction

· What is wrong with this picture?

· They do not have a common purpose – they are not of one mind

The solution one common purpose – one person with right leg in bag and one with left leg in bag headed to the finish line as a team.

What is the main spiritual purpose of our CF’S?

T Romans 15:5-6 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Spirit of unity = united with one purpose, a TEAM without contentions 

Unity comes from sameness of purpose
· Our purpose is to bring glory to God, to magnify and exalt Him as Lord as we submit to His wise leadership.
· UNITY enables CF’S to function as a “team” and focus on God’s purposes and not our own.

God’s purposes focus on God, people and the use of our time
· All of us HERE know what it is like to have a relationship problem with one or more people.

· Satan knows what happens when we refuse to submit to God and do the right thing.

When we are NOT in unity – doing life as a team here is what happens:
1. First we lose our unity with God because we know we should listen to the Holy Spirit who is telling us to reconcile these differences.

2. Then INDIVIDUALLY each person wastes time with hurts, unforgiveness, anger, and bitterness.
3. And last we stop focusing on other people because we focus on OUR OWN hurts.

Remember hurt people – hurt people
Illus: Mr. Potato Head
· God designed the human body and ALL the DIFFERENT parts to work together to achieve a common goal – living a purposeful, healthful life.
· God designed his SPIRITUAL BODY, the church to be very different as well but to work together as a team to change the world.
· We know that CANCER is caused by cells that are determined to do their own thing and thus bring DISUNITY/ DISEASE and DEATH.
· It is the SAME THING SPIRITUALLY for CF’S
Unresolved conflicts affect each of us physically, spiritually and emotionally.

These unresolved conflicts drain energy from us and eliminate joyful living.
Ultimately unresolved conflicts hinder the spreading of the good news.
· This is WHY Paul and the Bible commands us to do everything WE can to live in unity with God and with other people.

T 1 Peter 3:8-9 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

· Notice that Peter is writing these words.  Peter the impulsive, strong-willed, prideful, in your face personal Peter.

· How did this happen – GOD changed Peter through the Holy Spirit.

· His strong personality was now combined with love, submission, compassion and humility.

· Even though we are all different people created uniquely by God we are to be united working as a team under ONE HEAD.
· Actually all the disciples were VERY different but Jesus taught them to work as a UNIFIED team so together they could change the world.

· God provides great diversity but requires dynamic unity

· So Paul says have the same mind; think the same way as Christ thinks.  

· Be flowing together in unity.  Love one another.
· Humble yourselves and forgive and forget.

Unity also comes from love, humility, forgiving and forgetting
· We all live in a real world and we even as mature believers can forget about it being a conflict-free environment.

· Life happens and God knew it and that is why we have studied God’s solution.  

Submission, love, humility, forgiving and forgetting
· The ultimate goal is restoration and peace

· The common ground is that we LOVE GOD and are part of HIS body.
Application:

· Here in the church and in your personal relationships with other people outside the church – do YOU have an unresolved conflict and broken relationship?

· This broken relationship will NOT solve itself; in fact it usually gets worse

· You need to listen to God your head and respond to HIS wisdom.

· You need to be willing to change

· You need to be willing to humble yourself and take the first step toward reconciliation.

· And yes YOU need to be willing to forgive and forget REGARDLESS.

· Be the initiator and go and ask that person to forgive you .

But Pastor Mark – I don’t think I can do it.
Illus:  Blue bracelets – OUR God provides UNITY 

· Yes we ALL can do it because of our relationship with God.

· It all goes back to OUR personal relationship with God as individuals.

John 15:5 (NLT) “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.
