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Knowing Christ Better Phil 3:7-11
Wake up and smell the coffee!  What does that common saying really mean?
It is often said to a person who is oblivious (not paying attention) to what is going around on them or PAY ATTENTION to REALITY.

Today the apostle Paul tells us WHY and HOW he woke up and smelled the coffee about his false self-righteousness – his inflated ego and his disciplined religious lifestyle as a Pharisee!
T Phil 3:7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 

PP: CNN 2010 Heroes Evans Wadongo invented a way for rural families in Kenya to replace smoky kerosene and firelight with solar powered lanterns.

· We learned last weekend that the world awarded Saul of Tarsus (Apostle Paul) the winner of the CNN Hero of the year. 

· He made the headlines everyone read, Religious Zealot of the Year.  

· Saul had been the greatest religious Jew ever – outstripping all his contemporaries.
A.T. Robertson “A marvelous record, scoring a hundred in Judaism”
· But as we see in verse 7 – something changed.

· One day as Saul was ridding the world of those Christians Paul woke up and smelled the coffee
· He had a life changing experience when he MET Jesus.

T Acts 9:1-5

1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 
2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 

5 "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied.
· This blazing light and a voice from Heaven instantly changed Saul. 

· This false messiah was REAL and speaking HIS NAME from Heaven!

· For the first time Saul saw REAL PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNES.
· For the first time Saul was truly humbled.  He had been 100% WRONG.

· All his earthly accomplishments, his perfect score in RELIGION were now worthy nothing.

· Saul knew he had lived his entire life on the wrong road – the road of trying to be good enough to be accepted by God.

A real personal encounter with Jesus will change you forever
Acts 9:6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." 

· Now instead of being self-dependent, making all his own decisions, Saul would be a follower of Jesus.

· Saul would be dependent on God and His wisdom. 
B Phil 3:7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ
· Here in verse 7 Saul (new name Paul) summarizes his life changing encounter with Jesus on that road to Damascus.
· Paul accepted Jesus’ free offer of salvation and immediately stopped trusting in his own good works.
· Paul’s who perspective had changed – everything in Paul’s life changed.
Phil 3:8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 

Phil 3:9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 

Be found in Him
· Paul reminds us that he never really found God through dead religion – all those good works

· Paul says that God FOUND Him.

· None of us really found God; God actually found us

· You might argue, but PM I was searching for purpose and meaning of life and I did find God.

· Who put you into that search mode – GOD!

In Him
· Living in union with God – a vibrant relationship
· Paul wants to live in such a way that when the end comes, he will be found (by God) in Christ. 
Illus:  Take a piece of paper and an open book.
· The open book represents Christ; the piece of paper YOUR life.

· Take the paper, place it in the open book, and then close the book so that the paper is completely covered. 
· YOUR life is “in” the book (Jesus Christ). 
John 14:20 (NLT) When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
Not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law
NLT… I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law..
· Paul’s self-righteousness from rules, discipline and rituals never led to a relationship with God.

· Paul knew that no one could be “saved” by their good works
Religion leaves a person spiritually bankrupt
Through faith in Christ
NLT… I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ.﻿ For God’s way of making us right with himself depends on faith

· Paul says I found the real answer when I met Jesus.

· I became spiritual RICH by faith alone in Jesus Christ.

· Now I have a vibrant living relationship with God. 

Being right with God is simply a gift - just receive it
· Did Paul’s life stop after his encounter with Jesus?
· No that was just the beginning.
· This transformation changed Paul’s passion in life.
· Paul had been very zealous as a religious Jew

· Paul became a very zealous as a follower of Jesus

· Next he shares with us 3 passionate areas of his life

These are 3 areas where each CF needs to be passionate.
Phil 3:10 I want to know Christ……………
· On the Damascus Road he already repented, made a spiritual U TURN and believed in Jesus.

· That was HIS starting point in KNOWING Jesus.

· So years later what does Paul mean I want to know Christ?

1. Paul wanted to know Christ better.

What does it mean to KNOW JESUS better?
· It is interesting that in the OT it is the word Yada and used to describe the intimacy of a sexual relationship.
To know = intimate, personal relationship – continuous and dynamic 
· Paul is NOT talking about an intellectual knowledge; Paul’s aim was to know Jesus more and more personally!

HOW did Paul, HOW do we get to know Jesus better.
· We take time to read about Jesus’ lifestyle in the gospels.  
· We discover that Jesus depended completely on his father for daily direction, insight, power, and provision.  
Jesus Christ is REAL – get to know Him
Illus: These words from an old song – give us an idea of KNOWING JESUS better. “He walks with me and He talks with me and He tells me I am His own. And the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known.”

Does that sound like YOUR relationship with Jesus?

· We set aside PRIME time to meet with Jesus and HIS Word

· Like Jesus we get our “marching orders” from God our father.
· Like the disciples and Paul – we follow Jesus 24/7
As we get to know Jesus better – we will have a HEART for the lost.
Illus: A Texas newspaper carried a great article on the front page. There on the front page was a picture of a full grown woman who had her ear on the chest of a full grown man. Without an explanation the picture was puzzling but the caption underneath explained it. This man had received a heart transplant from that woman’s son. She was listening to the heartbeat of her son!  

 • What was the heartbeat of Jesus while He lived on this earth?  

 

R Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."  

· The heartbeat of Jesus was to go to the lost and share the good news with them. Lost people matter to God 

· That was the same heartbeat and passion that Paul pursued. 

 

Picture: CCM 5 c’s – communicate the good news to everyone everywhere. Here at CCM as we get to know Jesus BETTER we will never be satisfied to just focus on the people that are here. We will go and share the good news just like Jesus and Paul
 

Why do we have to share the truth of the good news to everyone everywhere?

2 Cor 4:4 (NLT) Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.
 

Paul wrote this truth about blindness – he had PERSONALLY experienced spiritual blindness before God opened his eyes to the truth
Why doesn’t everyone just automatically become a believer in Jesus?  

· People are BLINDED by Satan to the truth that good works can never get a person to Heaven. 
· Good people don’t go to Heaven only FORGIVEN people go to Heaven.
· Satan wants to keep them blinded but God wants the light of the gospel to shine into their lives so they can see the truth and make a personal decision to become a follower of Jesus.  

· Satan is a liar, a deceiver and has blinded the unbeliever to the truth.

· As we go and share the gospel with the unbeliever, God supernaturally OPENS their blinded eyes to the truth.  

· Just like God did with Paul when his eyes were opened.
But Paul wanted to know MORE about Jesus – here are his next two keys 

B Phil 3:10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

Phil 3:11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Phil 3:10-11 (NLT) I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!


2. Paul wanted to experience Christ’s power more and more
Paul had personal powerful experiences as he followed Christ
· Paul KNEW that Jesus lived and ministered on the earth ONLY by the power of the Holy Spirit.

· Paul taught extensively about living under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

· You and I will never accomplish what God wants unless we learn to live in the power of the Holy Spirit.

· As Paul increased in his intimate knowledge of Jesus, he wrote this powerful truth.

1 Cor 4:20 (NLT) For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power.
· Paul learned to minister just like Jesus – living everyday UNDER HIS INFLUENCE.
· That is the same lifestyle that I want and I know you want.

· That only comes from knowing Jesus more and more.

3. Paul wanted to live as Christ lived (die to self, suffer and be resurrected)
R Phil 3:10-11 (NLT) …..I want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead!

Paul had some painful experiences as he followed Christ
· Paul KNEW that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead was the same power that would raise him from the dead.

· Paul KNEW that there was LIFE beyond the grave because of the resurrection of Jesus.

· Paul knew one day he would BE with Jesus in Heaven forever because of the price Jesus paid for HIS sins.

· Paul knew that Jesus had made a 3 part command to those who wanted to follow Him – become like Him.

Mark 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
We DIE to self but LIVE for Him 
· Paul knew that living for Christ would include pain and suffering.

· Look what he wrote to ALL OF US!

R 2 Tim 3:12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 
· Paul was sitting in prison as he wrote this letter.
· We think that persecution and suffering is abnormal but Paul knew it was simply a PART of the normal Christian lifestyle.

· Paul was SUFFERING and yet joyful.
Later Paul would summarize this whole deal about knowing Jesus better.

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

Getting to know Jesus better is a lifelong exciting adventure
How could Paul suffering and yet be joyful – because Paul knew that SOON he WOULD DIE BUT he knew he would be raised to life again.

· Paul knows what his resurrection will mean: It will mean being with Jesus forever in Heaven in a new body, on a new earth, without sin, and filled with joy FOREVER.

· Paul had a proper perspective of life.

· Life on earth was short compared to living FOREVER in Heaven.
· He had stopped trusting in his religious good works and took a step of faith to trust in what Jesus did on the cross.

· Christ lived IN Paul and Paul lived in Christ.

· Paul REALLY KNEW JEJJesus as HIS Savior and Lord
Do you REALLY KNOW Jesus or do you just KNOW ABOUT HIM? 
Many people only know “the Jesus the pastor preaches” or of “the Jesus my spouse believes in” or “the Jesus they learned about as a child” instead of the REAL Jesus who was their personal SAVIOR.  

Satan loves religion – he loves people that are always ONE step from a personal relationship with God.  
But the Apostle Paul had a personal transforming experience when he met Christ 
That is what YOU need as well.

Wake up and smell the coffee!
Take a real step of faith and get to KNOW Jesus as your Savior and your Lord.  
Discover a life of fulfillment and excitement as you become a CF.
1. Recognize that you are a sinner….admit your spiritual need. God is opening some of your eyes today – you know you are empty, guilty, lonely and afraid of death!  

2. Recognize that Jesus died on the cross for you…..it is not just a story or a movie – Jesus is the son of God, Jesus is the only way to Heaven.  

3. Repent of your sins…repent means to change your direction…..you are saying …I want to follow God…instead of going your own way.  

4. Receive Jesus as your personal Savior……You must ask Jesus to come into your life. You tell Him…I want a personal relationship with you.  

When we are born again – we begin a personal relationship with the living God – knowing Jesus better and better.
