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Three signs of a true believer Phil 3:1-6
One of the most common questions since the beginning of time was asked by a Jewish rich young ruler. It is a question billions of people ask today.

What must I do to get eternal life?  

· How good do I have to be to go to Heaven when I die?

· Satan knows this question and he answers it incorrectly. 

· He tells people to take pride in YOUR religion, rituals and regulations.

Video – dog praying video – This dog is praying religiously – but all he wants to do is eat.
Today Paul will give us HIS religious background and explain why it eventually meant NOTHING to him at all.
· Last weekend Paul taught us about the importance of having friends – real intimate friends.
· As we look at Phil 3, Paul begins a new section in his letter and immediately focuses on this key – Be a REAL CF (Christian)
Today we want to learn 3 signs of a true believer, a REAL CF.

Pay attention because at the end I will give you a test to see if you pass

T Phil 3:1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 

· Lots of pastors have fun with this first word – finally.

· Did it mean that Paul was about to finish his letter, was he finally going to finish his sermon.
· Was he talking about Balmer minutes?

· The real meaning of the word finally is ….there is a new topic coming….listen up (Paul gets his 2nd wind!)
Rejoice in the Lord!
· Once again we see Paul’s attitude for life – JOY, continue to rejoice in the Lord. Remember Paul was frustrated because no CF in the church at Rome would step up to deliver his letter. 

· Paul was imprisoned and his friend and personal attendant Epaphroditus became deathly sick. 

· Last Paul would be unselfish and send Epaphroditus back to Philippi with the letter leaving him with only Timothy.

· But Paul is still JOYFUL 

What is the difference between joy and happiness?  

Joy is based on our personal relationship with Jesus.  
Happiness depends on the circumstances of life  
· Real life and joy is only found in a person and not circumstances 
· Happiness is temporary and comes ONLY when circumstances are good and pleasant. 
· Joy is lasting and enjoyed even in difficult circumstances.
 
So Paul says NO GONGUZO – be joyful
· God is in control, God is for us and Heaven will be forever – rejoice that you know God!

· 2000 years later Paul says to US today – REJOICE!

 Phil 3:1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 

· Paul is going to remind them of some great Biblical principles in the next section.
· He has already reminded them of the importance of ongoing JOY.

Illus: Let’s see how good you are with multiplication/division tables
12X8 =  

9X7 =   

18/4 =
51/3 =
How did we learn these * and division tables? – Through repetition! 
Repetition is good – the truth becomes 2nd nature
Phil 3:2 Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh. 

Watch out – beware – danger – be careful
· Paul is giving again – repeated warnings about false teachers – 3 expressions that referred to Judaizers.

· These were Jews who had become Christians but didn’t understand grace and insisted that every CF had to keep the Law of Moses and be circumcised.

· In other words all three expressions (dogs, men who do evil and mutilators of the flesh) referred to the same group of false teachers.

· They WRONGLY taught that being right with God could be obtained by doing good things like law-keeping and ritual. 

FALSE GOSPEL = faith in Jesus PLUS good works (Jewish rules, rituals and regulations)
· So Paul says I never get tired WARING CF’S about false teaching, about Satan’s deceptions

· Satan never stops trying to confuse people about how to get forgiven and to go to Heaven.

· So we must constantly warn you about this false teaching.

2000 years later, we need the same warning and safe guards from Paul.
TODAY - all over the world millions of so called Christians think they are “spiritual” or right with God because of what they do or don’t do. 

They are confused by the same false gospel. They think they are going to Heaven if simply KNOW about Jesus, belong to the “right church”, do enough GOOD deeds or keep the 10 commandments
TRUE GOSPEL – a person is saved, born again ONLY by God’s grace through faith
Phil 3:3 For it is we who are the circumcision…
PP: November 2010 - 'Intactivists' to San Francisco: Ban circumcision
In the California city that banned Happy Meal toys, outlawed sitting on sidewalks during daylight hours and fined residents for not sorting garbage into recycling, compost and trash, Lloyd Schofield wants to add a new law to the books in San Francisco: A ban on all male circumcisions. 

Those who violate the ban could be jailed (not more than one year) or fined (not more than $1,000), under his proposal. Circumcisions even for religious reasons would not be allowed.
· Remember that circumcision was a requirement under the old covenant.

· It was a physical sign of God’s relationship with HIS people – the Jews.

· But under the new covenant established by Jesus circumcision was now SPIRITUAL and of the HEART.

· It was a spiritual sign for ALL Jews and Gentiles who had a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
Col 2:11-12 (NLT) When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead.
· Next Paul gives us 3 signs of a real believer, a real CF

1. CF’S worship God by the Spirit
V3 - we who worship by the Spirit of God
Remember the dog praying video - he just wants to eat.
· Religious worship is focused on a building, restricted to rituals at certain times and places (outward form of worship – void of the Holy Spirit’s working)

· But Paul says Spiritual worship is different. The worship of a real CF flows by the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. It affects the spirit of man and is not related to just isolate acts of worship but is actually a lifestyle.

T Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Message Bible Rim 12:1 So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering……..
Paul’s point – a real CF’S worship is more than external conformity to religious rituals and places (outwardly) but inwardly ("in spirit") with the proper heart attitude extending into everyday life.

Back to Phil 2:3

2. CF’S rely (have faith) on Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection
V 3 who glory in Christ Jesus - we rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us
· Real Biblical faith trusts wholly in Jesus Christ. 
· No one can add anything to Christ's FREE offer of salvation by faith through God's grace.

· It is more than an intellectual faith, which simply acknowledges that Jesus lived and died.  

· Saving faith is the initial and continual response of trust in and obedience to, Christ.  

REAL faith produces obedience
R Luke 6:46 "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?  

3. CF’S know they cannot be “saved” by their good works
V 3 who put no confidence in the flesh -we put no confidence in human effort,

· Someone has said that religion always looks at Christianity BACKWARDS.

· Religious people think that what they do makes them believers rather than the free gift they receive.

· A person becomes a REAL believer by faith, by grace and THEN they respond by doing good things to show a transformed life.

Galatians 2:16 (NLT) Yet we know that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made right with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law.”


· The law required PERFECT obedience. If you disobeyed in one part of the law, God said you have broken ALL the law.  

· No one will ever be right with God by keeping rules and regulations or by doing enough good works – impossible.

· Paul says No one will ever be saved by obeying the law….by being a church member….by keeping the 10 commandments….by taking communion…..by being born into a religious family….by confirmation, by water baptism, by living a good moral life.  

· And then Paul proves it from HIS OWN LIFE.

Paul gets very personal and gives us HIS spiritual history – we move from “we” to “I” Paul.
Phil 3:4 though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 

Phil 3:5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 

Phil 3:6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 

· Paul had lived his whole life taking GREAT PRIDE in his “religious” background and what he had accomplished as a Jew.  He thought he was as righteous as any person could ever be.

· So Paul then lists 7 things that he attained as a religious Jew which were greater than any of these false teachers
· But discovered when he met Jesus that these were of NO benefit for his salvation.

Circumcised on the eighth day
Paul was circumcised on the prescribed day
Of the people of Israel. 

All true Jews were direct descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel). Paul’s Jewish heritage was pure. 

Pastor Lon Solomon (a messianic pastor) tells that while searching for God – his rabbi told him all Jews and only Jews go to Heaven because they are God’s chosen people. - WRONG
Of the tribe of Benjamin. 

Benjamin was the second son of Rachel and one of the elite tribes of Israel, who along with Judah, remained loyal to the Davidic dynasty and formed the southern kingdom. 

A Hebrew of the Hebrews. 

Paul was born to Hebrew parents and maintained the Hebrew tradition and language, even while living in a pagan city.

In regard to the law, a Pharisee 

The legalistic fundamentalists of Judaism, whose zeal to apply the OT Scriptures directly to life led to a complex system of tradition and works righteousness.
As for zeal, persecuting the church
To the Jew, “zeal” was the highest single virtue of religion. It combines love and hate; because Paul loved Judaism, he hated whatever might threaten it which of course was Jesus and his followers.
As for legalistic righteousness, faultless. 

Paul outwardly kept the Law so that no one could accuse him. He was not sinless, but blameless. He had in all good conscience, sought to live up to a standard of behavior that God could accept. Obviously his heart was sinful and self-righteous. He was not an OT believer, but a proud and lost legalist.

Phil 3:7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 

Phil 3:7 (NLT) I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done.
· Paul looked at the ASSETS on his religious balance sheet and discovers they added up to NOTHING.
· Paul writes off his religious pedigree, his pride in performance and position and throws away his religious balance sheet.

· The ONLY thing that mattered was having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ by grace through faith.
Guy King “All financial gain, all material gain, all physical gain, all intellectual gain, all moral gain, all religious gain—all these are no gains at all compared with the Great Gain” (having a personal relationship with God through Jesus.)

Paul knows HE has now passed the test of a real CF

2 Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you-unless, of course, you fail the test?
How are you – do you pass the test today.

· Do you realize that nothing you can do will get you to Heaven except to repent, believe and receive God’s gift of salvation?

· Have you asked Jesus to be your personal Savior and accepted that gift by faith?

Real salvation is not an event but a transformed life and lifestyle.
