7

Real Friends Phil 2:19-30
What comes to your mind when I say – people?

What comes to your mind when I say – friends?

What comes to your mind when I say – REAL friends?
PP: Casual friends - personal friends - intimate friends

· There are many levels of friendship

· As we move from casual to intimate the number of friends gets smaller.

· Can you NAME 2-4 intimate friends – friends that are REAL intimate friends and would they name you in their circle as well?

Today I want you to learn 3 keys -3 relationships to enjoying life
1) God needs people

· We know that God is self-sufficient and He could have created people as simply robots and did everything without people.

· But God didn’t.  God chose to use people and to work through people.

· God usually accomplishes HIS will THROUGH people.

· Think of these people and how God used them to reach other people: Abraham, Moses, Ruth, David, Jonah, Mary and Joseph, Peter Paul and finally YOU AND ME.

· If we are going to enjoy life, then we need to discover what and how God wants to use us and fulfill God’s potential for us.

· A fulfilled life ; an enjoyable life comes from doing the will of God

· Living a life of faith and being in the center His will. 
There are some things only God can do and some things only we can do
2) People need people
· All through the Bible we see that people needed other people to do life right. God never designed us to do life alone.

· Jesus couldn’t have done life and accomplished God’s will without friends. 

· So one of the first things Jesus did was to pick 12 real friends to do life with him.

· Today we discover that the great Apostle Paul knew he couldn’t do life and accomplish God’s potential for him without REAL friends.

· YOU and I cannot do life and accomplish all that God wants to do in and through us WITH friends, casual, personal and REAL friends.

Swindoll:” Since none of us is a whole, independent, self-sufficient, super-capable, all-powerful hotshot; let’s quit acting like we are. Life’s lonely enough without our playing that silly role”.  

PP: 5 c’s connect

· The Apostle Paul knew the importance of REAL intimate friends.
· Let’s put ourselves in this Roman prison with Paul.  

· We will see that Paul has TWO REAL friends with him. 

· If we take FRIENDS out of Paul’s life, Paul would have been lonely and never would have reached God’s potential for him.
A life without REAL friends is a lonely and unfulfilled life.
T Phil 2:19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 

Background- Paul has established a church in Philippi.  He was concerned that this church would continue to grow spiritually.  Timothy had been with Paul when the church at Philippi was started but was now with him in Rome.  Paul wanted to send Timothy back to Philippi with news about him and wanted Timothy to access the growth of this church.  Paul loved having his great friend Timothy with him in Rome.  His presence brought joy and encouragement. Since Paul was imprisoned, he would send Timothy.
This shows us that Paul was unselfish – not just thinking of himself but willing to let Timothy leave him for the benefit of the Philippian church.
What are some of the characteristics of a REAL friend?
Phil 2:20 I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 

A real friend is available
· Timothy is WITH Paul.  Timothy is available.

· Wherever God has you right now – God wants to use you right there.

· Be all there

· Be a friend RIGHT in the situations you find yourself today.
I went outside to find a friend but could not find one there

I went outside to BE a friend and friends were everywhere.
Prov 18:24 (NKJV) A man who has friends must himself be friendly,
· Personal relationships are crucial in our lives.
· Don’t try to do life alone. Open up, be real and develop friendships.  
· A real friend is available to do whatever is needed.
Phil 2:21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 

· Paul couldn’t find any WILLING CF from the church at Rome.  
· No doubt they were available but not willing to make a commitment to take this trip to Philippi.

· Paul thought to himself, where are all the disciples that I taught; that I raised up to be willing servants?

· Why are these CF’S selfish with their time?

· Why aren’t they willing to serve me and the cause of Christ?

· The answer – they were ONLY thinking of themselves. 

Phil 2:4 (NLT) Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.


Selah Moment: Are we more concerned for our own interests than the interests of our friends or in doing Christ’s work?

A real friend is generous  ----- (NOT SELFISH) with their time, resources and themselves)
Illus: story about eyes
T 2 Timothy 3:1-4

3 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 
2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 
4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.
Notice what Paul wrote; SELFISHNESS is at the top of the list of end time wickedness!  WOW
· Why do we need to be reminded of this principle, because our sin nature is I-SELFISH!
· So a real friend is generous and reaches out to help – what do you need me to do – I am HERE for you.
App: I want to personally thank you – so many of you are generous with your time, your resources (tithes) and your talents to our church family and to your own personal friends.
B Phil 2:22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. 

Phil 2:23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. 

Phil 2:24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon. 

A real friend is reliable
· Paul says you know the character of Timothy – he has proved himself over and over again.

· Timothy was WILLING to be the #2 man!

· Paul had discipled Timothy not only by his words but by his life.

· Timothy had watched Paul be reliable, consistent, and trustworthy in his ministry.

· So Timothy modeled Paul, he was willing and reliable to serve Paul and Jesus Christ.

· Whatever message Paul would give to Timothy, Timothy would deliver it as if Paul was there.  Now that is a REAL reliable friend.
Phil 2:25 But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 

· Next we are introduced to another REAL friend of Paul’s.

· Epaphroditus had come from the Philippian church with a gift of money for Paul to meet his needs while in prison.

· But the church had also asked Epaphroditus to stay in Rome and serve Paul by being his personal attendant.

· So we see another character trait of a REAL FRIEND.

A real friend is caring
· Sometimes we can do things for people because we have to – but a real friend CARES for the person and not just the activity.
· Epaphroditus was a CARING person and Paul calls him his brother, his fellow worker and his fellow soldier.

· Do you know that as a family here at CCM and all our campuses that we are in a battle against Satan and his demons?

· This lifestyle of following Jesus is very demanding.

· God designed personal relationships, real friendships to make the journey and the battle so much more joyful.

· Understand that Paul needed both of these friends to do HIS ministry right.  

· The church at Philippi needed Paul’s letter to continue to be a growing healthy church.

· You take Timothy and Epaphroditus out of Paul’s life and his ministry is negatively impacted and many churches would have suffered.

Lots of people who go to church today do not understand that they need a shepherd (s) to be their friend and teacher.
Jeremiah 23:4 (NLT) Then I will appoint responsible shepherds who will care for them, and they will never be afraid again. Not a single one will be lost or missing. I, the Lord have spoken!


CCM – I need you, you need me and we all need God to do life right.

· You HAVE available, reliable, generous and caring shepherds (pastors and elders) who are here to help you fulfill your calling from God.

· We are so glad to have YOU as our friends as well.

· Together we are changing our world for Jesus Christ.

Phil 2:26 For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 
Phil 2:27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. 

· While in Rome serving Paul, Epaphroditus became sick and actually was near death. 
· Being sick is miserable, but being sick away from HOME is more miserable.

· Somehow that news had filtered back to Philippi, and he was worried because he knew that his friends there would be worried about him. 
· No doubt Paul prayed for Him, and God in his mercy spared the life of Epaphroditus
· NEXT Paul opens his heart and tells us something amazing.

· Paul was already HURTING and yet joyful in prison.

· God sent both Timothy and Epaphroditus to comfort and encourage Paul while he was hurting.

· If Epaphroditus dies, then Paul is adding more hurt to his life.  

· The loss of this great friend would have been very difficult for Paul.

· Real life is simply filled with hurts.  

· No one can avoid experiencing hurts in our lives.

God designed friends to help with life’s hurts
Phil 2:28 Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. 

Phil 2:29 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, 

Phil 2:30 because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me. 

· Paul SHOWS that he is a REAL friend in the way he handles Epaphroditus once he is restored to health. 
· He probably hated to part so soon from this amazing servant friend that he had come to appreciate so much.

· But Paul is generous, thinking of the church back at Philippi and thinking that Epaphroditus would also like to go home.

· So Paul being a true friend, send him back home and probably with this very letter we are studying today.


So we have seen that Paul needed people, real friends as did Timothy and Epaphroditus.
· We all need a few INTIMATE friends – people we can be open with, people that can speak into our lives.

· We all need to BE A REAL friend to others – it is a two way street.

· Don’t live life being a taker, learn to be a giver, give of yourself.

· All of us have things to offer to other people.

BUT THERE IS A THIRD KEY
3) People need God
· No matter how good a friend you have, no human friend can meet all the needs of your life.

· Every friend at some time in life fails us.

· But the Bible says this

Proverbs 18:24 ……..there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 

· There is one need no human friend can meet.  

· My greatest need, your greatest need is forgiveness – someone to forgive me of my sin that separates me from God.

· That friend is named Jesus Christ.

· People are eternal – they are going to life somewhere after they die FOREVER.

· God knew that people needed a friend but more than that a Savior, someone who can solve their sin problem.

· So God send Jesus Christ to be the Savior of all people.

Ecclesiastes 4:10 If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! 
· If you are not yet a Christian, a CF, then I know that SIN has knocked you down.  A man or woman, who has been knocked down by sin, cannot get up by themselves.  No one is good enough to get back up and shake off their sin by their good works, religion or philosophy.

· But God sent Jesus to die for your sins and if you will ask Him to forgive you today – He will.

· THEN Jesus will be your friend and your Savior and HELP you back up to do life together.


R John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

R John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends
Jesus wants to be your Savior and your friend.
