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Let’s see if you can fill in the blank from this set of wedding vows

"To have and to hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till ________   (death do us part)

Today these vows have been modified
· Till I find someone, younger, richer, better looking and then I am out of this marriage   OR 
· Till irreconcilable differences surface and then this marriage is over
PP:  72 days after ‘I do,” Kim now says “I don’t”        Kardashian
From newspaper article
 “We definitely saw PROBLEMS IN THE RELATIONSHIP”

….Kris wasn’t really what Kim was EXPECTING.”
T Phil 4:2 I plead with Euodia (U–oh–dih–uh) and I plead with Syntyche (Sin-ty-che) to agree with each other in the Lord. 

Phil 4:3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

· We learned last weekend that life is all about personal relationships

· Real life contains - conflict, contention, disagreement, hurt feelings and broken relationships

· All of us are real people interacting in real relationship and all of us have expectations – many of them unreal; unrealistic.

God loves to unite – Satan loves to divide (dis/unity)
· Paul addresses a division or contention that had risen between two mature women believers.

· Paul says that the solution to contentions has to do with our personal relationship with God  (agree with each other in the Lord)
The most basic of all relationships is HOW a person responds to God

God created everybody to be in a unified relationship with HIM
· From Mr. Potato Head last week we learned this key.

· Every living thing is to function with ONE head

· 2 heads is a monster; no head is dead
Unity comes from submitting and obeying THE HEAD – God the Holy Spirit 
But there is a problem
T Gal 5:16-17 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 
PP: angel and demon

· Once we become a CF our Spirit it made brand new – we are totally forgiven of our sins and past.

· But we still have within us our old fleshly nature (do it MY way).

· This battle is ongoing but there is a solution.

· We simply SUBMIT our will to God, agree with Him and LIVE in the Spirit.

These two ladies were not listening to God in the daily quiet time. They were giving in to their old sinful nature.  Down inside they really KNEW the right thing to do but because of hurt they choose to NOT forgive and get unified.
Gal 5:25 NLT Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives
· Submitting and obeying God is walking in the Spirit – living UHI!

· That is the most exciting lifestyle in the whole world.

It is good for us spiritually, physically and emotionally.

· Notice Paul says to be in unity with God requires an act of our WILL
· CF – we can choose to yield to the influence of the HS on a daily basis.

· CF – we can do whatever God asks us to do.

Phil 4:3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

· Paul says to a man (probably an elder in the church) – get these two women together and help them find a solution. Be a mediator.

· Sometimes ALL of us will NEED a 3rd party to look at conflict that we have in a personal relationship.

· I imagine that this man REMINDED both of these women some spiritual principles that God had taught.
T Ephesians 4:31-32 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

· Where there are unresolved conflicts, there will always be resentment. Where there is resentment, there is unforgiveness. Where there is unforgiveness, there is hardness of heart.  

· Life is too short to be living with unforgiveness and bitterness. 

· We can end the hurt and disunity and be healed by forgiving.

Col 3:13 (NLT) Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.


· Notice all forgiveness STARTS with God

· Christ is our role model of forgiveness.

· Paul knew that God had forgiven him of all his sins.

· So Paul writes be like Christ – you must forgive others. 

We are forgiven by God so we CAN forgive others
We are able to forgive because God gives us the power to forgive
How did Christ forgive us?
· He forgave us when we didn’t deserve it

· He FREELY forgave us everything

· He forgave and forgot 

Some steps to living in forgiveness
· Swallow real hard – that defeats MY pride

Let’s practice that NOW – turn to your neighbor and swallow real hard

· Say I’ m sorry; forgive me – that defeats my selfishness
· Forget the issue and move on – be like Christ
"To forget" = no longer influenced by or affected by our memories  

APP: Forgive and set yourself FREE and start to really enjoy life. God will help you to be a person of grace and forgiveness

The 2nd most basic relationship in life is marriage
· God designed marriage to be the building block of society we KNOW there will always be spiritual warfare in our marriages.

· The same principles for solving disagreements, divisions, hurts and contention – apply to marriage.

· But much of our problems in marriage come from UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS

“We definitely saw PROBLEMS IN THE RELATIONSHIP”

….Kris wasn’t really what Kim was EXPECTING.”
Here are SOME unrealistic expectations of marriage
1. My spouse will be everything I've ever dreamed a spouse should be  

2. Being a Christian eliminates all marriage problems  

3. I can change my spouse (or die trying)

4. Men and women are basically the same  

5. My spouse will meet all my needs  

HOPE: Maybe you are like the woman in the Bible with five failed marriages and now living with a man; to the man or woman caught in an adulterous affair; to the Christian who has tried to make their marriage work but nothing has changed; to the divorced dad or mom that doesn’t understand how life can get any more difficult; no matter where you find yourself today, the Bible offers hope for you.  

APP: turn – there is HOPE for ALL OF US

Now after being married for 45 years - let me give you a secret to GUARANTEED SUCCESS IN EVERY MARRIAGE
During a group counseling course, husbands were separated from their wives and were told to stand in one of two lines.  

Husbands who were dominated by their wives were to stand in line on the left.  Husbands who dominated their wives were to stand in line on the right. Every husband but one was in the left line. The counselor asked the ONLY man standing in the right line, "Why are you standing in this line?"  The man responded - my wife told me to stand here.  
THE SECRET – HUSBANDS ALWAYS DO EXACTLY WHAT YOUR WIFE TELLS YOU TO DO AND THERE WILL BE NO PROBLEMS   NO!
But there is a secret to a successful marriage

Psalm 127:1 Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  

· Marriage is a threesome: husband, wife and God

Illus: Couple on stage with each having one leg in bag – headed in the same direction (3 legged sack race)

· Marriage is a 3 legged sack race (God is with us to enable us to have a fulfilling and God honoring marriage)

· We don’t do life alone and we don’t do marriage alone.

Understand both spouses in every marriage are very diverse and yet God asks for and enables dynamic unity
Amos 3:3 (NLT) Can two people walk together without agreeing on the direction?

Married - live with unity of purpose
· Our purpose is to bring glory to God, to magnify and exalt Him as Lord as we submit to His wise leadership.

· All the principles of forgiveness apply in a marriage because both spouses are REAL people but IMPERFECT people. I Boss, I Change you, I Selfish
T Ephesians 4:26-27 In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. 

This verse REALLY applies to our marriages.

PP: angel and demon

· God says don’t go to bed with unsolved hurts and conflicts. 

· Ask your spouse to forgive you.

· Satan says to you – no way; let them take the first step

Who are you going to sleep with TONIGHT?
· God knows that if you go to bed with unforgiveness it will allow the enemy time to build up resentment. 

· Going to bed angry is like WET cement because it HARDENS during the night 

· God knows that living in forgiveness produces a “soft” heart

Acts 16:25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 

· People (believers and unbelievers) are watching our lives and listening to our words

· They are watching us at work, in our marriages, at church and looking to see if we know how to do life.

· Understand that as CF’S we must do marriage RIGHT, otherwise the world will look at us and say: GOD makes no difference in your marriage so why do I need God in my LIFE!!!
People are watching our lives – make God look good
B Phil 4:3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

· Paul knew that broken relationships in the life of a believer would NOT make God look good.

· But even more than that Paul knew this key about broken relationships among CF’S.

Ultimately unresolved conflicts hinder the spreading of the good news.
· Satan KNOWS how to sideline the believer.

· Get us living with hurts, refusing to forgive, choosing sides and thinking about ourselves and we will forget the Great Commission.

· This is WHY Paul and the Bible commands us to do everything WE can to live in unity with God and with other people.

Romans 14:19 — Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to the building up of one another.
T John 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

How will people KNOW that we love one another?
· When the world sees IMPERFECT CF’S and IMPERFECT marriages and IMPERFECT churches and yet these imperfect people in all those relationships are HEALTHY and LOVING – the world sits up and takes notice.

· When unbelievers see that we LOVE ONE ANOTHER – that we live in forgiveness, that we are humble and not prideful, that we build one another up and don’t tear one another down – that is PROOF that we are followers of Jesus.

· By living in forgiveness and standing UNITED we ARE salt and light to a dark work looking for something that is real.

Ephesians 4:3 (NLT) Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.


· This verse is filled with realistic expectations.

· Paul knows that we will NOT agree on everything but agree to disagree and stay unified.

· Stay united and strive for the sake of the gospel

· Keep the main thing the main thing. 

· Thanks for being such a positive congregation. It is wonderful to watch you being encouragers rather than critical people. 

· Thanks for helping to make this church function in unity. 

· Thanks for making God look good and caring about lost people.

CCM – we have a common purpose 

(1) Be like Christ 

(2) Make Christ known by sharing the good news
(3) See people get their names in the book of life.
· When God saves and forgives a person their name is written in the book of life.

· This book of life symbolizes every person who has a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

· The book of life reminds us of life’s greatest question – have you been forgiven of your sin.

Have you been forgiven – is YOUR name in God’s book of life?
· You see man’s greatest need is forgiveness

· Our sins separate us from a Holy God.

· If you CHOOSE in pride to refuse God’s offer of forgiveness then you will live in eternity forever separated from God.

Let God forgive you TODAY – it is not too late, you haven’t sinned too much, you are not too old or too young and you cannot be good enough.
[image: image1.png]



