What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?






“Wake Up to a Rescue!”
Acts 12:1-24
October 9th -10th, 2010
Intro: (Rescue story)
Acts 12:1 “It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.”
“King Herod”: This evil man [Herod Agrippa I] was the grandson of “Herod the Great” who sought to put Jesus to death when He was a baby.  And he was the nephew of “Herod Antipas”, who had John the Baptist beheaded.  The Herod family was a scheming and murderous family.    
Acts 12:2 “He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 
In Matthew 20:20-28, it was James and his brother John that were led by their mother one day to ask Jesus something…  Their mother asked Jesus, “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.”  But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask.  Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” They replied, “we are able.”  So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared by my Father.”    


You see, James and John, along with their mother were asking for thrones, but Jesus made it clear that there can be no glory apart from suffering.  
They didn’t know what they were asking at the time… but eventually they did discover the cost of winning a throne of glory…  As we see here in Acts, James was arrested and killed, first martyr of the Apostles, and later in Scripture, we learn that John became a prisoner of Rome on the Isle of Patmos.  Eventually, they both did drink the cup and share in the baptism of suffering that their Lord had spoken of and experienced Himself.  
So, it’s stated so bluntly here isn’t it…? that Herod had James, the brother of John, killed with sword, either run through, beheaded, or cut in two from head to toe.  
Acts 12:3 “When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.”

“It pleased the Jews”:  Herod knew that as an Edomite, the Jews did not like him ruling over them, so he persecuted the church to convince the Jews of his loyalty to their fathers. 
Acts 12:4 “After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.”
“guarded by four squads of four soldiers each”: Pretty tight security…  One would think that Herod was concerned Peter might get away.  This isn’t the first time Peter has been in prison, nor is it the first time that Peter is going to be miraculously set free from prison.  (This is his third time: Acts 4:3; 5:17-20; 12:3-4)  

Illustration/Picture of Monopoly Card: Any Monopoly fans?  Whenever I play monopoly, at some point in the game I end up in jail, and it’s usually for like half the game.  But it always seems as though there is someone in the game who whenever they end up in jail, manages to always role doubles or gets this “Get out of jail free” card… 
On the screen is a list of four prisons that we can find ourselves in at different times in life.  
The 4 prisons:

1. Physical
2. Emotional
3. Mental 
4. Spiritual
Can I ask you a question?  Do you need to be rescued from one of these prisons?   
Look at this “Get out jail free” passage of scripture:
Psalms 91:14-16 “Because he loves me," says the LORD, "I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 15 He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. 16 With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.”
This service is a rescue service…  God has come to us to set us free from whatever prison we may be in.    

God sees and God knows my situation 
God was completely aware of what was going on in Peter’s life.  And He is completely aware of what is going on in your life…
Acts 12:5 “So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.”

“but the church was earnestly praying”: This phrase is the turning point in the story.  May we never underestimate the power of a praying church…  Peter himself later wrote this…    
1 Peter 3:12 “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
In verse five in the original language; we learn that this prayer the church was praying for Peter was instant, earnest, and that it was urgent prayer that was being made continually.  

Much of our praying is powerless because it lacks these things…  Oh, that the Holy Spirit would help us to be people who learn to pray instantly, earnestly, and urgently.   
Prayer is powerful and effective 
Prayer is not our last option!  Prayer is the link by which we receive God’s blessing and power as we call upon His Name, lifting up our souls to Him, drawing nearer to Him.  
Learn to pray more from conviction than crisis (P. Mark)


Prayer is an ongoing two way conversation with God.
Notice, the church did not go and picket outside the prison…  Rather, they came together privately and called upon God on behalf of Peter.
James 5:16 “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”
There is so much in our lives to be praying for.  You and I must learn to live under the conviction that prayer is necessary, powerful and effective…  

(Transition): We are going to see here in a moment that it was these prayers that changed Peter’s situation.   

Acts 12:6 “The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance.”

“Peter was sleeping”:  Now, how in the world could Peter be sleeping in a situation like this?  He is personally chained to two soldiers and there are two at the door, tomorrow there is a trial for his life and Peter is sleeping!  

It’s easier to rest when you know the promises of God

There was a time in Peter’s life when he had really blown it with the Lord… Peter had personally denied the Lord three times… just like Jesus said he would.  But after Jesus is resurrected from the dead, He has breakfast with Peter on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
(T) John 21:18-19
And during that restoration, Jesus gives Peter some specifics; a promise… about the kind of death by which Peter would die that would ultimately glorify God.   
John 21:18-19 “I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." 19Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!”
So Jesus specifically promised Peter that he would be an older man when he would die…  So as he is here is this prison cell with the guards guarding him, he remembers that promise Jesus told him… how he was going to die when he’s old, and this situation in prison doesn’t line up with what Jesus promised him.  So, he is able to rest… because he knows the promises of God.  And he knows that somehow, God is going to take care of the situation he is in.    
And I pray that you would find rest remembering and meditating on the promises of God for your life.

Psalms 4:8 “I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.”
Isaiah 26:3-4 (NLT) “You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you! 4 Trust in the Lord always, for the Lord God is the eternal Rock.”
Peter had peace in his conscience and confidence in the promises of Jesus Christ.  Not confidence in himself, but in Jesus…
Acts 12:7-11 “Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists. 8Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him. 9Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 11Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating.”

“rescued me”: The term that is translated “rescue” means to “deliver or save”.
If you are here and you are not a follower of Jesus Christ, this is what you need and this is what you want… To be rescued, to be delivered, to be saved.  
(T-Forward just one book) Romans 7:21-25 “So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 23but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? [Now Paul leads us into an explosive liberating truth] 25Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
Jesus Christ rescues us from eternal death
For those who repent of their sins and turn to Him as Lord, He rescues.  
(The scene described here is almost comical)
Acts 12:12-17 “When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer the door. 14When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!" 15"You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel." 16But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 17Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. "Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place.” 
Peter was instantly set free… and I believe that if you are in one of the four prisons (Physical, Emotional, Mental, Spiritual), God can set you free…  

Where did Peter go after He was set free from prison?  To church!  He went to share, connect, celebrate, and fellowship with those who had been praying for him.
Share your victories with other CF’s
Build one another up in the faith… talk about what God has done and is doing in your life with your friends. 
(Side Note: Remembering and praying for those who are in prisons around the world for the Gospel)
Hebrews 13:3 “Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.” 
Acts 12:18-23 “In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 19After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered that they be executed. Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there a while. 20He had been quarreling with the people of Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together and sought an audience with him. Having secured the support of Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, because they depended on the king's country for their food supply. 21On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to the people. 22They shouted, "This is the voice of a god, not of a man." 23Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died.” 
Proverbs 11:8 “The righteous man is rescued from trouble, and it comes on the wicked instead.”
Herod was lifted up with pride seeking to act like a god… and his death was God’s judgment upon him.  

God does not share His glory
This is a great reminder for all of us… we are always faced with the temptation to take credit for what God has done, failing to recognize that we are just vessels that He works through.  Paul said, “I am what I am by the grace of God.” (1 Co. 15:10)  We are nothing without Him.  
Isaiah 42:8 "I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.”
Herod was given many chances to acknowledge that there was a true God… But Herod did what the book of Romans tells us a prideful sinner will do when presented with the truth.      

Romans 1:18-19 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them.”
Acts 12:24 “But the word of God continued to increase and spread.”
That is, the life-changing truth about Jesus Christ continued to spread like wildfire.  

He came into the world to save us from our sin because of His great love for us!  (Rom. 5:8) Jesus died on the Cross in our place for our sins, was buried and resurrected on the third day so that we might be saved from judgment, so that we may receive forgiveness and eternal life by surrendering our lives to Him…  

Remember the 4 Prisons from the beginning?  (Physical, Emotional, Mental and Spiritual)

One out of these four prisons concerns me more than the others:  The spiritual.

If you are here and you are living without Jesus Christ in your life, follow with me as I read these next verses:

Ephesians 5:13-14 “But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
Closing Prayer/Altar Call: 
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