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Phil 3:16-19   Role models 4a
To teach their children about God parents themselves must have a growing relationship with God.
God designed parents to be the FIRST and most important role models 
T Psalm 78:1-8 (NLT)
1 O my people, listen to my instructions. Open your ears to what I am saying,
2 for I will speak to you in a parable. I will teach you hidden lessons from our past—
3 stories we have heard and known, stories our ancestors handed down to us.


Illus: In David Kinnaman’s recent book You Lost Me, which is based on interviews with over 5,000 youth, he says, “This generation wants and needs truth, not spiritual soft-serve. This is a generation hungry for substantive answers to life’s biggest questions” 
Well here is the TRUTH - God is the perfect parent and God's book is the perfect manual for life
· God designed parents to teach life’s principles to their children in the HOME
· The principles about life come from God’s word

· God’s word is our instruction manual of how to live here and how to get to Heaven when we die.
BIKE: To teach our children HOW to ride a bike, PARENTS need to know HOW to ride a bike

· To teach our children how to know God personally – PARENTS must know God personally.

Be a “realie” and not a phony 

· We pass on not just what we say but HOW we live.

More is caught than taught
4 We will not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord, about his power and his mighty wonders.
5 For he issued his laws to Jacob; he gave his instructions to Israel. He commanded our ancestors to teach them to their children,
6 so the next generation might know them— even the children not yet born— and they in turn will teach their own children.

Circle of life - God designed the CURRENT generation of parents and grandparents to pass on their real relationship with God to their children and grandchildren

Parent: Be what you want your children and grandchildren to be
7 So each generation should set its hope anew on God, not forgetting his glorious miracles and obeying his commands.

The goal is not passing on information but spiritual transformation
· As our children and grandchildren watch our lives, our actions, our motives they will themselves SET their hope on GOD.

· Parents cannot pass on their own salvation but they can influence their children so each one sees the benefit of serving God for life.

1) Teach (model) the priority that life is all about God 
There will be a time when you child will ask what is life all about, how did we get here, what is MY life all about.
T Genesis 1:1 In the beginning MAN created the heavens and the earth
No that is not what the Bible says

T Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God….. 

· These first 4 words are the foundation of our faith 

· Understand that everything and everybody in this world started with God. 

· God is all knowing, all powerful and everywhere at the same time. 

· Nothing is impossible with God and God is good, great and personable. 

· Teach your children to believe these words and they will come to believe not only in God but in God’s word – the Bible.

· Notice that the Bible simply states there is a God and it never seeks to prove it. God designed man to have faith to believe.

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

It is interesting that the Bible does define those who will NOT believe in God by faith – that name is FOOL (Ps 14:1) 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created ………. 

Created = “bara” (creating something out of nothing)
· Creating out of non-existing materials is something only God has the power to do.

· Once God had created the heaven and the earth, He used existing materials and assembled things together out of those materials.  
· Since creation EVERYTHRING else is created or assembled out of existing materials.

· Man cannot bara anything – only God can bara

Even the great Steve Jobs never BARARED anything
App: Turn to your neighbor and say Only God can bara

Man is to obey God first in his life because life is all about God. 
Col 1:16(msg)… everything got started in Him and finds its purpose in Him. 
· Many people refuse to believe in Genesis 1 because of this fact: if everything started with God as a personal creator then the created person is responsible to obey that creator.

· So sinful man will come up with ANY theory to explain away a personal creator.

· Sinful mankind wants to do life on their own – they want to be their OWN GOD.
· Every child born has this independent sin nature.

· So as parents we must teach and model that if we put God first in our lives everything will work out fine.

Illus: Picture of Steve Jobs
Most of us are very thankful for Steve Jobs and his amazing contributions he made to the world.  I am teaching from one of those today.
Steve was a gifted man who actually changed not just our nation but the whole world and our generation and future generations.

It appears he was a self-identified Buddhist even though at one time he was baptized and instructed in the Christian faith.
None of us can be certain where Steve Jobs is now but we can use this as a great teaching tool with our children and students.
App: Friday morning in my devotions God impressed me to write the following email to our son and daughter (Lynda gave input)

Hey kids, I am doing a two part teaching on HOW to be a godly parent role model.

Steve Jobs’ death is a great teaching tool for all parents to share with their children (depending on their ages of course).

You can talk about all the positive things he did. 

How he used his God given gifts to change the WHOLE world for the better

We don't know where Steve is now. We do know that death brings us to only two destinations.

You can also speak about how WE can know where we will go when we die.

Christ Followers live with hope now and hope for all eternity because of the promises of God.

Steve's death reminds me that the bible teaches the priority of 3 things - God, people and the use of our time

Billy Graham recently wrote this (nothing to do with Steve Jobs).  "However famous a person may be or however great his wealth or whatever his contribution to literature or science, if he has not come into a vital conversion experience with Christ, then that person has lived in vain."

Thanks for being good godly role models for your children.
Mom and I love all of you very much.
We pray often for you, your spouses, and of course for our grandchildren.

We look forward to spending all eternity with you and with our loving God

Blessings Mom and Dad
Parents use everyday life to teach God’s principles to your children

· Life does not revolve around us but around the God who created us.  

· God is to be in the center of our lives.  

Parent – model what putting God in the center of your life looks like
R Ps 78:8 Then they will not be like their ancestors— stubborn, rebellious, and unfaithful, refusing to give their hearts to God.

· If parents refuse to put God first in their lives sadly many of their children will follow that pattern.

· Notice in verse 8 what that disobedient lifestyle looks like – rebellion, refusing to allow God to direct their lives. 
· This lifestyle leads to a dead end – eternity without God.
T 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

2) Teach (model) the priority of spiritual growth 

· Healthy things grow
Illus: Can you imagine taking your 16 year old into a restaurant and he wants to sit in a highchair and drink milk from a bottle?

Spiritual growth is not automatic 
Growing older is NOT the same thing as growing up

· As our children grow older they also grow in all kinds of ways.

· We want them to grow up learning about how to do life, how to be a great employee, how to get along with people, how to handle the difficulties that life brings.

· But MOST of all we want them to grow SPIRITUALLY.

Parents – model what spiritual growth looks like
· The goal for the parents is to be the ROLE MODEL of what spiritual growth LOOKS LIKE.

· Spiritual growth is not complicated it simply means growing in our relationship with Jesus Christ.

· It means to GROW to be MORE like Christ in our thinking, in our character and in our living.

· Show them the difference between religion and a relationship with God.

One of the greatest keys to spiritual growth is our quiet time with God
· God has provided His word, the Holy Spirit and given us time every day to get alone with Him.
· We know that God reveals himself through prayer and the Word.

· That is where real growth happens

· Your children should grow up SEEING each parent having their quiet time.

· As they get older SHOW them how to have their own quiet time with God.

T Eph 3:20 (NLT) Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.
3) Teach (model) the priority of God’s unlimited potential for each child
· Every child is born with God’s unlimited potential for them

· You and I are to teach our children that God wants to use them to make a difference in their world.

· Teach them that God has uniquely gifted them to accomplish HIS purposes for them.

· They don’t need to compare themselves to their brothers and sisters or to any other person.

· They can do whatever God ask them to do because God always equips those he calls.

John 14:12 I tell you the truth, _______(their name) who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. _______(their name) will do even greater things than these….
· As you talk and pray with your children remind them that God has a wonderful purpose for their life.
· Teach them and show them that GOD IS FOR THEM.

· Teach them that God will show them His plans for THEIR lives

· Remind them that God’s plans are the BEST – they are incredible
· All they have to do is to obey, then be serving and giving of themselves

Parent: model serving and giving in your daily lifestyle
T Exodus 33:12-17
12 Moses said to the Lord, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these people,' but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I know you by name and you have found favor with me.' 

13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people." 

14 The Lord replied, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." 

4) Teach (model) the priority of God living IN US.

· Moses teaches us this HUGE principle from the OT.

· God I need to you go with me in life.

· God if you don’t go with me, I cannot do life successfully at all.

· God responds 

MY presence – God is a personal God
God’s promise - I will be with you every step of the journey of life 
· When a difficulty comes, sickness, bad medical report, financial problem, laid off at work – this is where you can show your children that YOU are trusting God to work out this difficulty.

· Passing along our faith is all about TRUSTING God in every area of our lives every day.

· Trouble and difficulty are a part of our lives and these things will be a part of their lives alone.

· Remind them that they are NEVER alone.

Parent: model trusting God in every area of your life
Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  

· You can assure your children that GOD will show up in their life

· Why because in the NT it gets even better.

· God doesn’t only go with us, God lives in us

PP: iPhone app
Holy Spirit who lives in me - assures me, teaches me, reminds me, enlightens me, comforts me, guides me, helps me pray and empowers me

No matter what life brings, the key to success is “God in us”  

· God the perfect parent knows that each CF needs the Holy Spirit living in them.  

· That is what removes the weight and anxiety of rules, regulations and rituals from our lives.
· Serving God is not a burden but a blessing

· We can rest – be at peace because we are simply obeying God the perfect parent.

Today I am going to close the service with two prayers
Prayer 1

· Some of you here do not have God in the center of your life.  In fact your life revolves around you.  But God has spoken to you and you want to quit living independent from YOUR creator.   I want to pray for you and ask God to forgive you of your sins and come and live in you and change you to be like Him.

· Let’s bow our heads and I want you to raise your hand and respond if you want to have your sins forgiven and know that when YOU die you will go to live with God in Heaven.

Prayer 2

I want every parent and grandparent to stand.

If you are a married parent here is a Biblical key that will pay HUGE dividends in the life of your children

Husbands – love your wives

Wives – respect your husband

God designed children to grow up in the security of a loving home.
Even as a single parent you can provide that security and love.

Parents – Grandparents – be what you want your children and grandchildren to be.


God has given you a purpose and you can fulfill that because HE will equip and empower you.

Parents model God’s word and pass on YOUR genuine faith in God that TRUSTS God in everything

