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The world is watching!  Phil 2:14-16
PP: We are getting near the holidays and if you work in a retail store you will understand this next slide.  Grenade complaint department
Last weekend we learned a huge principle

There are some things only God can do and some things only we can do
T Phil 2:12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed — not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence — continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 

Phil 2:13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

· We learned that God wants every CF to be growing in their walk with Him

· We are to be progressively more and more like Jesus.

· As we “work” out our salvation, God promises to change our “wanter” and give us a WILLING attitude

· At the same time God promises to then empower us to live, be and minister just like Jesus.
HOW: Today we learn from the Apostle Paul the HOW- how to work out our salvation – HOW to live, be and minster like Jesus.

WHY: We also are reminded of the WHY – why do we want to live, be and minister like Jesus

Phil 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

Phil 2:15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 

PP: Paul says that people are watching CF’S. We have a high visibility factor.
As I was walking today, a neighbor said wow, I heard what Minton Road was like last night.  Whatever you were doing at your church was really SEEN by all those people gridlocked on the road.  He was talking about the 15,000 or more people who came to our Fall Festival. Understand that people are watching every aspect of our lives.

The WHY – People are watching the lives of CF’S
R Mark 1:33 (NLT) The whole town gathered at the door to watch.
R Mark 3:2 (NLT) Since it was the Sabbath, Jesus’ enemies watched him closely…

· Unbelievers are watching HOW we live. 

· So Paul specifically talks the HOW – first about our attitudes as CF’S.

The world is watching our attitude
Phil 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

Complaining = grumbling (gon gu zo)
 

Grumble = “gon- gu- zo” - to mutter, murmur, grumble, in a low tone"  

 

App: Mutter and grumble to your neighbor – say GON GU ZO  

 

· When we grumble it’s because we don’t think something is fair or just.  
· We complain or grumble against our CURRENT circumstances for a million different reasons.

Illus: this week God gave me a practice run …..insurance companies - ouch

· We complain or grumble against other CF’S or unbelievers
· But when we complain we are really grumbling against God.

R Romans 8:28-29 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son…

· For the CF, God is working ALL things for our/His GOOD.  What is the good?
· It is for every CF to be conformed to the likeness of Jesus.  We are to be, think and minister like Jesus.

· So God allows all kinds of things, people and circumstances so that we can have an ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT

Say - GON GU ZO  
T Exodus 15:23-24 When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) So the people grumbled (Say - GON GU ZO) against Moses, saying, "What are we to drink?" 

Exodus 16:1-2 The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt. In the desert the whole community grumbled (Say - GON GU ZO) against Moses and Aaron. 

Exodus 16:8-9 Moses also said, "You will know that it was the Lord when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because he has heard your grumbling against him. (Say - GON GU ZO)  Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the Lord." Then Moses told Aaron, "Say to the entire Israelite community, 'Come before the Lord, for he has heard your grumbling  (Say - GON GU ZO) '" 

Danger: grumbling can become a habit
· This word for grumbling appears many times in the Septuagint (The Greek translation of the Jewish OT scriptures)

· It refers to the children of Israel in the wilderness and their stubborn discontent spirit. 
· Grumbling became a LIFESTYLE for the Children of Israel and God hated it.

· But Pastor Mark grumbling is my gift from God – NO WAY
PP: Danger: Grumbling can become infectious – negatively affecting others
Striking people in France; A man holds a placard which reads "Listen to the public's rage" during a demonstration in front of the French Senate in Paris 
· If we are not careful grumbling will make EACH of US – critical and negative people that NOBODY wants to be around.
4 keys in today’s teaching
B Phil 2:14 Do everything without complaining
Binoculars: The world is watching our actions
1) CF- Live with a positive, joyful thankful attitude
Phil 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

Arguing = useless, and sometimes ill-natured, disputing, striving, stirring up, arguing about little things that don’t matter.

· What a tragedy if the church or most CF’S are known for their arguing and striving with one another.

· God designed us as a team so that we could show the world that we are DIFFERENT as we flow together UNIFIED under HIM.

Binoculars: The world is watching our actions
2) CF- Live in unity flowing together
T 1 Peter 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  

1 Peter 4:9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  

1 Peter 4:10 each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.  

· Verse 10 is a key - IF WE ARE BUSY SERVING GOD AND OTHERS – we will have little time to grumble and complain.

· Ever been part of a home owners association or a condo association.

· Often you find a person who is critical negative, constantly finding faults because they have nothing else to do.

· Paul says quit grumbling and arguing and start SERVING GOD FAITHFULLY!

GOOD JOB: This weekend we showed the world that CCM and our 3 campuses were FLOWING together as a team – with a common purpose!  

· By the way during the holiday season verse 9 is a great verse to work out in our lives

B Phil 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 

Phil 2:15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 

The world is watching our character

· Paul reminds us that as CF’S we are on the stage of life and the world is watching not only our attitude but our character.
The world is watching because CF’S are to be and live a DIFFERENT lifestyle than the world.  The CONTRAST SHOWS.
· A CF SHOULD be different in character from an unbeliever.
· A CF SHOULD live differently in attitude and action than an unbeliever.
Matt 6:8 (Jesus speaking about hypocrites and unbelievers) Do not be like them…
· Paul gives us 3 areas of character in which a CF is to be DIFFERENT.
Blameless = purity of life, honesty of character, doing the right thing

“A blameless person may sin, but he apologizes, confesses, and makes it right” Bible Believer Commentary
Innocent = unmixed, inexperienced in evil, untainted motives

Pure = above reproach, without fault
Phil 2:15 so that you may become 
Here is some good news after reading those definitions of blameless, innocent and pure.

· Paul reminds us that we are all a WORK IN PROGRESS

· Becomes = a process of growing to be more and more like Christ – not perfection but a growing follower of Jesus Christ.

Binoculars: The world is watching our actions
3) CF - Be blameless, innocent, above reproach
Phil 2:15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 

· Paul understands the principle of contrast by reminding us what the condition of the world looks like.

· Crooked = English word scoliosis (curved spine) – warped, deviated from the good, the standard.

· Depraved = Perverse, MORALLY corrupt or very far off course

Let’s face it our society is twisted, distorted, evil and far from God’s path of living right.
Illus: Election weekend shows us HOW crooked and perverse our country really is.  

We see almost NONE of these attitudes and character qualities.
CF - Live with a positive, joyful thankful attitude
CF - Live in unity flowing together
CF - Be blameless, innocent, above reproach
A. W. Tozer (1897-1963) Religion today is not transforming people; rather it is being transformed by the people. It is not raising the moral level of society; it is descending to society's own level, and congratulating itself that it has scored a victory because society is smilingly accepting its surrender. 
CONTRAST 

PP: one bright star against a dark world

And then we are to SHINE – show the world that we are different.

Why because against the backdrop of our dark world – CF STAND OUT, CF STAND STRAIGHT!

Binoculars: The world is watching our actions
4) CF - Shine because the world is watching
NKJ – shine in the MIDST – right in the middle of this dark world.

This is the key - light that is hidden is no good at all

T Matt 5:14-16

14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 
16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

LIGHT is desperately needed because the world is in spiritual darkness.  

 

· We know that Jesus is the light of the world.

· The darker the night, the brighter the light appears.
Light = God, spiritual insight, life of following God  

Darkness = Satan, spiritual blindness, walking apart from God  

· Jesus calls CF’S (1) the light of the world; (2) the hope of the world; (3) people of influence.  

· But light is useless if it is HIDDEN

 

PP: Gather and Scatter
· Often the light of the gospel is hidden today – hidden behind the safe confines of many church walls.  

· So many church people gather in “holy huddles” and worship God and yet outside those walls, the world is in total darkness – plummeting to hell, without the light of the gospel.  

· People are searching for meaning and purpose in life.

· People are in the “dark spiritually” – they think WRONGLY that good people go to Heaven.

· They don’t know the truth that only FORGIVEN people go to Heaven.

· They don’t know that Jesus is the ONLY way to God, forgiveness and Heaven.
Matt 5:14-16 (Balmer) YOU are the light of the world, BUT you must let YOUR light shine before people because concealed light is USELESS.  

 

· CCM and all our campuses – thanks for shinning in our dark world.
· Friday night we showed God’s loving and giving nature.
· Thanks for not isolating yourselves but infiltrating our dark world with the light of the gospel.
· The WORLD is watching and although we are NOT perfect, they are seeing people who have been TRANSFORMED by the power of God.
· They are seeing ordinary people who love and serve an extraordinary God.
CCM and all our campuses – you are making God LOOK GOOD!
Colossians 2:6-7 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness
Philippians 2:14-15 (NLT) Do everything without complaining and arguing, so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people.


