1

Phil 4:1 Stand Firm in God  
PP: Salmon swimming upstream

· How many of you love to eat Salmon which is very healthy for us?
· The fascinating life cycle of an Alaska salmon from birth to spawning involves an upstream journey of 100’s of miles against rugged rapids.

· We eat Alaskan salmon because they stand firm against the flow.

T Phil 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Phil 3:21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Phil 4:1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends! 

PP: Prophecy world view  
· Paul says that WE (all CF’S) are EAGERLY waiting until we go to Heaven.
· When we get there we will have NEW PERFECT BODIES MADE FOR HEAVEN AND ETERNITY.

· For a CF there are two ways to get to Heaven – (1) by way of the rapture and (2) by death.
· The rapture is God’s plan to remove all CF’S from the earth to Heaven BEFORE the start of the 7 year tribulation
· Because the rapture can happen at any time we learned to be active while waiting
CF’S need to be ready, be on fire (UHI), be holy (a realie) and be praying
Get DVD, CD, LISTEN ON LINE
Jesus told a parable in Luke 19 about a wealthy man who was taking a long trip. He called his servants together, gave each one a sum of money, and said:
Luke 19:13 (NLT) Before he left, he called together ten of his servants and divided among them ten pounds of silver, saying, ‘Invest this for me while I am gone.’


· So Jesus was saying while we are eagerly waiting to go to Heaven all CF’S are required to be wise investors.

· What does every CF have to INVEST?

CF’S - be investing our lives, time, talents and possessions 
· Thanks to 1000’s of you at all our campuses for investing your time, talents, money and possessions to our FALL FEST 

· I am proud of you and know that YOU MADE GOD LOOK GOOD

But there is one other key fact we need to consider
· People think 100 billion people have lived since the beginning of time
· It is estimated that when the rapture occurs – maybe 2 billion CF’S will go to heaven. 

· That means around 2% of people since the beginning of time will experience the rapture……..so ……
~ 98% of all people will die (no rapture) and then go to heaven OR hell
Pastor Mark – thanks for the statistics but like so what?
MONDAY Oct 31, 2011 the global population will reach 7 billion people.

· CF’S are to be ready for the rapture but many of us will die before it happens.

· Most of the 5 billion unbelievers in the world are NOT ready to die and face death.

· That is why Jesus gave us the Great Commission before He went back to Heaven.

· Jesus said in Matthew 28:19-20 "Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you” . . 

CF’S - be sharing the good news with zeal and urgency
· While we eagerly wait to go to Heaven either by death or the rapture understand that we have a mission, a message and a commission from Jesus.

· God has entrusted to EVERY CF this amazing responsibility and opportunity.

Why do we need to be sharing the good news with zeal and urgency?
3 reasons 
1) Death is sure but unpredictable
Cooper Stone, the 6-year-old son of Shannon Stone, who died following injuries suffered in a fall at Rangers Ballpark in Arlington on July 7, threw a strike to Josh Hamilton for the ceremonial first pitch before Friday's game.

Back in July Shannon Stone tried to catch a foul ball flipped to him by Hamilton, Cooper's favorite player, but fell over the left-field rail to the ground 20 feet below. 

PP: Out of focus picture of Cooper Stone and Josh Hamilton
Cooper walked to the mound with his mother, Jenny, and Rangers CEO and Hall of Famer Nolan Ryan. Cooper stepped on the rubber and Hamilton came halfway out between home and the mound to catch the ball. 

Then he gave Cooper a hug, gave Jenny Stone a hug and talked to her for about 30 seconds. The sellout crowd cheered the entire time.

"I asked her if they were believers in Christ," Hamilton said after the Rangers' 9-0 loss. "She said they were. I said, 'Well, we know where your husband is right now and make sure that the little one knows who his daddy was and what he stood for. Make sure he understands that.'"

Why do we need to be sharing the good news with zeal and urgency?
2) Spiritual warfare is real – Satan has a goal
R John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 

· Satan wants to keep all unbelievers with Him here on earth so when they die they will spend eternity with him in Hell.

· Satan has many goals – one keep unbelievers from hearing the gospel.

· Satan can accomplish that if CF’S refuse to be bold and share the gospel

· Satan can also accomplish that if CF’S dilute or deny the truth of the Bible.

· Paul knew this truth and look what he wrote.

Phil 4:1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends! 

· Therefore – refers back to all we learned in chapter 3.

· Paul says to the believers in the church at Philippi; don’t get discouraged as the world crumbles.
· After all we are going to Heaven, guaranteed and we will get new bodies so simply STAND FIRM IN THE LORD until then.
· Interesting that stand firm is a military phrase which describes a soldier standing FIRM in the middle of a battle.
· Paul adds “in the Lord” because we cannot stand firm in our own abilities, wisdom or strength.

Stand firm in the Lord against our declining culture
· Our world – popular culture is getting darker by the minute.

· We know that as time goes by it will get even worse.

R 2 Timothy 3:1-4 …. There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God

Remember that Satan wants the CF to (1) give up; throw in the towel or (2) live a compromised life – go with the flow of the world.
BUT Paul tells us how to defeat Satan and how to stand firm in the Lord.
Rom 12:2 (NLT) Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think…
· The battle is in our mind.  As a man thinks so he becomes.

· We know that we CAN think like God and not like the world.

· We do that by allowing God’s word to change our thinking and then our living. That way we can stand FIRM in the Lord

Stand firm in the Lord against false teaching
T 1 Timothy 4:1 (NLT) Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from demons.


· We know that one of Satan’s key deceptions is against the word of God – the Bible.

· Satan loves to dilute the word, deny the word and get people to doubt the word.

· This warning was NOT just for Timothy and the first century church. 

· This warning is for us TODAY 

· We see the danger of apostasy, deception and false teaching.

Paul says BUT YOU TIMOTHY – you are a Pastor – here is what to do.
2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-with great patience and careful instruction. 

3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 

4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 

· Paul reminds Timothy you continue to STAND FIRM in the Lord by teaching HIS word.

· Teach ALL of it as truth and don’t dilute it. 

· Never compromise the truths of God’s word.

CF’S are to HEAR the WORD and then obey the word 
Correct living is rooted in correct doctrine.

The Bible is alive and powerful and it will change any life
The truth of God’s word is changing lives now, and will change lives in the future. Continue in it. 

Here is a key truth
· Remember that patiently waiting is not sitting in a rocking chair at Cracker Barrel and waiting to go to Heaven

Standing firm does not mean standing still
· Paul told Timothy to STAND FIRM by doing something - by continuing to boldly teach the Bible.

· You and I are to STAND FIRM by continuing to share the gospel regardless.

Listen to David Jeremiah: “Those who are loyal to the Word of God may be mocked and ridiculed, and they may even suffer physically. A Christian who attends a city council meeting and expresses a strong biblical conviction may be laughed at. A Christian teenager who takes his Bible to school for an after-school Bible study may be ridiculed by his peers. 
A Christian legislator who rises to present a bill and argues from a biblical perspective may be accused of violating church-state separation. Any or all of these Christians may be labeled as a religious fanatic.

For some, that pressure is too strong; the price to pay, too high. But if you are a Christian, it is your responsibility not to be conformed to the world around you; to remain loyal to the Word of God regardless of the cost.”

· CF’S thanks for standing FIRM in the LORD and not giving into to temptation, to false teaching or persecution.

· The Holy Spirit is inside each of us to give us help, strength of character and to perseverance regardless.

· I am proud of YOU – thanks for standing FIRM in the LORD

Why do we need to be sharing the good news with zeal and urgency?
3) People are searching for purpose and meaning in their lives
Steve Jobs Biography Reveals Icon's Struggles With God
“The late Apple co-founder and self-proclaimed Buddhist Steve Jobs reportedly began questioning God and the meaning of life in the months before his death.
I remember sitting in his backyard in his garden one day and he started talking about God,” Isaacson recalled. “He said, 'Sometimes I believe in God, sometimes I don't. I think it's 50-50 maybe. But ever since I've had cancer, I've been thinking about it more. And I find myself believing a bit more. I kind of—maybe it's cause I want to believe in an afterlife. That when you die, it doesn't just all disappear. The wisdom you've accumulated. Somehow it lives on.'

“Then he paused for a second and he said, 'Yeah, but sometimes I think it's just like an on-off switch. Click and you're gone,'” Isaacson continued. “He paused again and he said, 'And that's why I don't like putting on-off switches on Apple devices.'”
“I saw my life as an arc,” Jobs said in a recording aired on the show. “And that it would end and compared to that nothing mattered. You're born alone, you're gonna die alone. And does anything else really matter? I mean what is it exactly, is it that you have to lose Steve? You know? There's nothing.”
Jobs spent years studying Zen Buddhism, but was baptized a Christian and confirmed in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod long before he discovered the Eastern religion. According to the book, Jobs gave up Christianity at age 13 and he never went back to church. 

One time Jobs said “different religions are different doors to the same house. Sometimes I think the house exists, and sometimes I don’t. It’s the great mystery.”
· This is a great look into the life of someone who had everything the world could offer but was STILL searching for purpose and meaning as HE FACED DEATH.
· Billy Graham says that everyone started on the Great Quest for purpose and meaning the moment they were born.

Unbelievers are empty, lonely, guilty and afraid of death
· There is NO OFF switch on the spirit of a person. 

· They will live forever in eternity

· The only question is WHERE?

Steve Jobs evidently never learned this TRUTH spoken by Jesus: 

R John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

· At the end of the “ark” there are two houses – heaven and hell

· The only “house” we want to go to is HEAVEN.

· The only way to get to this house – Heaven is through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

John 10:9 (NLT) Yes, I am the gate (DOOR). Those who come in through me will be saved.
· Jesus said that HE was the ONLY door to God. 

· If sinful man wanted to get to a Holy God, there was only ONE way. 

· They would have to go through the “door” of Jesus. 
Jesus is the ONLY way; the ONLY door to God and Heaven
· CF all our friends, relatives, co-workers are on this quest for purpose and meaning.
· We have the ONLY TRUE answer – the only GOOD news.

· That is why we must STAND FIRM in THE LORD and keep sharing the truth.

· We must stand FIRM because we are in a battle for the souls of mankind.

Altar Call

Some of you here have never asked Jesus Christ to forgive you or your sins and to come and live inside of you.

Well the Bible tells us that Jesus is at the DOOR OF YOUR HEART right how.

Here is what you need to do to make sure when you die, you will go to Heaven.

Here is what you need to do now to have all your sins forgiven.
· Recognize that you are a sinner
· Recognize that Jesus Christ died on the cross for you.
· Repent of your sins – turn around and follow God

Repent means to change directions.

Jesus taught us that everyone must turn from their sins, acknowledge them, quit making excuses, and change the direction of your life….start following me.

· Receive Jesus as your personal Savior- it is a gift

· Do it today – no time to waste
· Do it publicly 
Today we are going to end the service with a great song called STAND

Listen and sing the WORDS – let’s offer our hearts COMPLETELY to Him
Let’s recommit our lives to STAND FIRM IN THE LORD

