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Status Quo – NO  Phil 2:12-13

Illus: Early email  Status quo – no 
Illus: e-readers 29 million by 2015. Ease of download, lower prices, enlarge print, underline, 

Today Paul teaches a CF cannot be content in life, but must be moving forward in their walk with God.
PP: Status quo – no - God says reach the potential that I created in you

God created each of us with TREMENDOUS potential and He wants to help each of us REACH that potential.
Here is a key principle that is taught throughout the Bible

There are some things only God can do and some things only we can do
· Only God can save a person, only God can forgive and forget a person’s sins, only God knows the future and your future, only God knows and can change a person’s heart.

· But only you and I can believe, have faith, obey, repent, give of our time, talents and money, and only you and I can follow God.

App: God challenged ALL of us to grow in our faith last weekend by giving to Him so the new Children’s building can be built without a loan.  Many have already started with one time gifts and others by starting to tithe or increasing their weekly giving.
If you were not here, you need to hear the prophecy that God has given to everyone who calls CCM and our campuses their home.

Stop by and pick up a DVD/CD or go online and listen to the whole teaching

T Phil 2:12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed — not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence — continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 

· Therefore – you know the principle; when you see therefore you ask why is it therefore.

· Paul is connecting these verses from the previous verses in which we saw that Jesus lived a lifestyle of obedience; even going to the cross. 
· Paul is saying Jesus is our role mode.
· In these 2 verses we see 3 things that CF’S are to do and 2 things that God promises to do.

1) Our part – a willingness to obey

· Paul is challenging these BELIEVERS to a lifestyle of obedience.
· Obeying God and His Word is an essential part of the Christian life.

We learned Wednesday night two keys regarding obedience

1) Partial obedience is COMPLETE disobedience 
2) Obedience is better than external religious ritual

· Paul says obey consistently no matter what.

· Don’t obey on Sunday and then disobey the rest of the week.

· Don’t just obey when people can see you; God sees you all the time

· So Paul says you are obeying….CONTINUE to obey 
Phil 2:12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed — not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence — continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling
· Did Paul write this - work FOR your salvation?

· No Paul writes – work OUT your salvation.

· We know the Bible teaches this

Salvation is by faith through grace alone.
· No person can EARN their salvation

· No person can ever be good enough to reach Heaven 

· Good people don’t go to Heaven; only FORGIVEN people go to Heaven.

T Eph 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 

· Paul was telling these Christians - to "work out" to put into practice by their daily living, what God had worked in them by His Spirit when they received the gift of Salvation.

· This is one of the most important passages in the Bible that describes the need to GROW in our Christian MATURITY. (sanctification)

· Real saving faith shows itself in good works 

2) Our part – commit to be a growing follower of Jesus  

One of our core commitments here at CCM
· All of us know people who claim to be a CF and yet as you look at their life there is NO discernable spiritual growth, there is no change in their character, and there is no change in their lifestyle.

· Why is that?  Probably most of these people NEVER really became followers of Christ.  They wanted spiritual life insurance but had no desire to change their lifestyle to match that of Jesus.

Or  

· These are CF’S who the Bible calls immature and useless in their lives here on earth. They CHOSE not to obey and not to grow in their walk with God.  Thus they are useless and will stand before God empty handed….how sad!
Quote: “Pews are populated every Sunday by people who have an intellectual faith, but not a faith lived out in daily life. They come to church, throw a few dollars in the offering plate, go through the motions, and go home. There is no passionate love for the Lord, no real desire to spend time serving the Lord, and no power in their lives. They are like the people in Jesus' home town. They've grown up with Him and have a certain familiarity, but they've never experienced the power of the living God by committing themselves to Him”.  

 

The word WORK (12) = emphases OUR part, our responsibility 
Work out = carry to the goal and fully complete
Paul writes STATUS QUO – NO WAY – get to work spiritually, show the “results” of your salvation.
Eph 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

Salvation is a PRESENT tense lifestyle
· We must continue to receive God’s grace
· We must continue to be filled with the Spirit

· We must continue to confess our sins when we fail

· We must continue to have a regular quiet time 

· We must continue to abide in Jesus so that our lives will be very fruitful

Notice the challenge is very personal – it is MY salvation.
· I cannot work out your salvation and you cannot work out my salvation.

· It is all about a consistent sustained lifestyle of becoming like Jesus.

· Paul says STATUS QUO – NO

B Phil 2:12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed — not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence — continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling

3) Our part – an attitude of reverence, respect and awe
· Paul reminds us to understand the VALUE of our gift of salvation.

· God has loved us and provided us with eternal life.

· We don’t want to let God down – we don’t want to fail God.

· We want to take this thing called spiritual growth and maturity SERIOUSLY.

· When we stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ we want to be pleased by hearing our LORD say – well done good and faithful servant.
· But there is MORE – the next verse is one of my favorite in all the Bible.
KEY: We are not left to WORK out our salvation ALONE.
Phil 2:13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 

Play Video: The flying Wallendas (picture him as GOD); Pastor Kerry Shook (picture him as YOU AND ME)

 “In you” 

· The moment that we became CF’S, God placed the HS inside of us.

· Every CF has God (HS) living in them and He is at work changing us from the inside out.

“works” here in verse 13 is God’s part, God’s enablement.
Work = “energeo” – the energy needed, the enablement = effective
What are all the things that God does for us as He lives INSIDE OF US?

PP: iPhone app – Holy Spirit

· In this verse we see TWO things that  are God’s part – two things that God does in life of every CF.

1) God’s part – God gives us the desire to obey, to mature

· Let’s all admit it - sometimes we don’t want to obey or to mature
· We just get spiritually lazy or apathetic.

· But Paul says that God is at work encouraging us to obey and to keep on keeping on.

· The will = the desire.

· God is changing our “wanter”

· God is at WORK IN US – giving us the desire and determination to make Him look good.

Diane Ackerman "I don't want to get to the end of my life and find that I have just lived the length of it. I want to have lived the width of it as well."  

2) God’s part – God empowers us to please him by becoming like Him

It is God at work in us coaxing our willingness and THEN supplying HIS power and strength when we obey, when we act
· How reassuring is that? WOW
· This verse assures us that God energizes both the CF’S desires and his actions
· There is NO reason to fail, to not grow spiritually as we become more and more like Jesus Christ.

· This verse in Col shows us that as we do our part, God will do His part!

Col 1:28-29 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me. 
Illus: From the video……then start role playing….as if I am afraid to move ahead….

· Like the video, God is at work in YOU RIGHT NOW.  He says stay close to me; you can hold onto me for support and strength.
· If you take God out of this video, the man will have zero chance of accomplishing anything.

· If you take God’s out of our lives – we also can do nothing to advance the KOG
· So God designed that we become co-laborers with Him.

· His part saving us, enabling us to mature, his part completing what He started.

R Phil 1:6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

God is at work in you now to change you
· Be a witness – share your faith

· Be a servant – use your gift to step out and serve in that area

· Be a generous giver – go ahead and trust God with his 10% off the top

· Be connected – get into a small group and that will help to work out your salvation.

· Be filled with the Spirit – live under his influence everyday

· Close the gap – between what you know God can do and what we EXPECT him to do

· Close the gap between Gods’ potential for us and our actual performance  
· We are to get on our SPIRITUAL bikes and God will energize us to change the world

T 2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 

2 Peter 1:4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.

What do we need, God says YOU’VE GOT IT!
· Notice we have EVERYTHING we need to be mature and grow as we work out our salvation.
· There is NOTHING lacking as we become like, think like, and minister like Jesus.

· So God does his part – supplies everything ; what is our part (verse 5)

2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 

· Our part is to make every effort – to work it out – to move beyond STATUS QUO – to commit to be a growing Christ follower.
Application 

Joshua 1:8 (our part) Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. (God’s part) Then you will be prosperous and successful. 

· Our part - We meditate, we study the word, and then we obey it 

· God’s part - Then God will make our way prosperous and successful

· The key to being prosperous and successful is to achieve Christlikeness, "to be conformed to the image of His Son" (Rom 8:29)

Altar call – your OWN salvation
You cannot work out your salvation unless it is first worked IN

Only God can work salvation IN us by his grace.

Your part is to repent and then believe and then follow.

Salvation is a great word - the world watched recently as 33 miners were saved from certain death

Salvation is being delivered from the penalty of sin

Everyone is born a sinner and unless we are saved we will die and be separated from God forever in a place called hell

Confessing Christ must also lead to a commitment to follow Christ  

 

• It is TIME to make a REAL commitment to become a follower of Christ.  

STATUS QUO – NO
• No more excuses  

• God has incredible potential waiting for you.  

 

Matthew 16:25 (NLT) If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life.
 

· It will cost you to follow Jesus but it will cost you more not to follow Him 

· Jesus says if we follow Him by doing life HIS way – we will find true life.  

· We will have purpose, meaning, fulfillment, joy, contentment, peace, and excitement and eternal life forever.  [image: image1.png]



