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Phil 3:20-21 Eagerly Waiting
When you see these words what is the first thing that comes to your mind?
· NFL fans - eagerly waiting for the Detroit Lions, Cleveland Browns, the Jacksonville Jaguars and the Houston Oilers all to win their first Super Bowl before 2015.
· Eagerly waiting for gas prices to go below 1.50 per gallon

· Eagerly waiting for the United States to be debt free.

· Eagerly waiting for all my winkles to be gone and my skin like a babies

· Eagerly waiting to get married to the PERFECT SPOUSE- I know he or she is out there

· Eagerly waiting for a CCM pastor whose sermons are 30 minutes or less

Guess what you will be waiting FOREVER – simply unrealistic
T Phil 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Phil 3:21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Last weekend we learned that CF’S are citizens of Heaven
· In other words ALL of us are simply pilgrims, aliens traveling to our final destination which is Heaven.

· Paul says that WE (all CF’S) are EAGERLY waiting until we go to Heaven.

Illus: Eagerly waiting doesn’t mean we hang out at Cracker Barrel sitting in one of their rocking chairs waiting for God to take us to Heaven

Eagerly waiting = earnest, active, patient waiting with expectation.
· We are to be ACTIVELY waiting and working to enlarge God’s Kingdom while we are here on the earth.

Eagerly waiting refers to the second coming of Jesus Christ which (1) gets us to Heaven and (2) gets us our new bodies designed for Heaven.
Hebrews 9:28 (NLT)………. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for him.

1 Corinthians 1:7 (NLT) Now you have every spiritual gift you need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It is a no brainer to be EAGERLY waiting to go to Heaven
· After all we know that Heaven is better

· After all we know that we will get a new body – minus the wrinkles
· After all we know that the new earth and the new heaven will be perfect and without any effects of sin.
Pastor Mark how do we get to heaven?
· Actually there are two ways for a CF to get to Heaven – by death or by the rapture (2nd coming)

· The Bible talks often about Jesus’ return to earth - His 2nd coming.

R Acts 1:11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

There are 2 phases of Jesus’ return: 
Phase 1 – coming FOR the church – rapture
Phase 2 - coming WITH the church – 2nd coming 
What is the rapture?

T 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 (NLT)
15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died.
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have died will rise from their graves.
17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever.

Rapture - caught up, to snatch away
The rapture is God’s plan to remove all CF’S from the earth to Heaven BEFORE the start of the 7 year tribulation
PP:  rapture, tribulation, 2nd coming and millennium  
So at the time of the rapture:
1. The dead in Christ (CF’S who have previously died) will be resurrected to meet Christ in the air.  

2. Their spirits which have been in Heaven will meet their earthly bodies and be instantaneously changed into their new heavenly bodies.        

3. Then seconds later all TRUE CF’S who are alive on the earth when the rapture occurs will rise to meet Christ in the air and as they rise they will receive their new heavenly bodies fit for heaven and eternity.

4. They will go to the Father’s house in heaven and be united with their loved ones who were CF’S!

WHY the rapture – what is God’s purpose?
Keep the rapture, tribulation slide on the overhead please
Notice what happens after the rapture – all hell breaks loose on the earth – 7 years of tribulation – God’s wrath on the earth and unbelievers
· God has not appointed HIS FOLLOWERS to experience HIS wrath.

· Yes in the world we do have troubles and tribulations that come as a result of sin and Satan. 

· But God throughout the Bible protects HIS followers from HIS wrath.

· The Rapture has two aspects, salvation and wrath. 

· For the believer it means the consummation of his salvation in heaven. For the unbeliever, it means the ushering in of a time of wrath on earth.

R 1 Thes 1:10 …Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

R 1 Thes 5:9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
When the rapture?
Illus: Back in the spring, doomsday soothsayer Harold Camping told the world that the Rapture would occur on May 21. The date came and went without much anything happening. Next Camping told the world that he had miscalculated (also in 1992 and 1994) and the actual date was Oct 21.

What is the date today – OCT 22 or OCT 23?????
· The next most popular date is December 2012.

· Date setting of the 2nd coming is prohibited in the Bible

· The rapture could happen ANYTIME – even today

Matthew 24:36 (NLT) “However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows.
The next event on God’s calendar is the rapture BUT it is SIGNLESS
So what?  Pastor Mark thanks for the interesting overview of these end time events.  But how in the world does that have any practical application for me today.  Does any of that affect how I should live today or next week?
Be knowledgeable (1 Thes 4:13)
R 1 Thes 4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep (who have died), or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 

· God doesn’t want CF’S to live uninformed about end time events.

· One of the most interesting areas of Bible study is prophecy.  God tells us what He is going to do in the future.

Prophecy keeps us “tuned up” spiritually

R Mark 13:23 So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 

· BUT we need to be balanced (1) some people are prophecy “junkies” – everything they do is focused around prophecy (2) other CF don’t know or care anything about end time events.

Be ready (Matt 24:42)
R Matthew 24:42 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

· The rapture will be INSTANTANEOUS.

· There is not going to be a FOX NEW ALERT announcing the rapture because it is instantaneous and could happen at any time.

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 (NLT)
But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed.


· The Bible says that it will occur in the twinkling of an eye – blink your eye – how fast is THAT!  

· Some think they can GET ready when the rapture occurs…NO WAY  

· Pastor Mark - I been practicing ….ok let’s see how you do 

God forgive me and save me - No way too slow  

God forgive…. way to slow  

God….too slow  

G…..no too slow  

If you miss the rapture then you will at best have to go through the tribulation which will be a taste of HELL on earth.  

Be on fire - under the HS’S influence (Eph 5:18)
R Eph 5:18 (NLT) Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit,

· There is no way ANY CF can be ready for the rapture unless they are  Under the Influence of the Holy Spirit.
· Living the Christian life is IMPOSSIBLE unless we live it in the power of the Holy Spirit.

· Being under the influence of the Holy Spirit is not an event but a daily lifestyle of submitting to the Holy Spirit.

· That lifestyle leads to our next SO WHAT ----

Be holy – a realie (1 Thes 4:3; Col 3:4-10)
Holiness = difference and separation. 
· We are not just to be filled with the Spirit but the HOLY Spirit.

· As citizens of Heaven OUR LIVES are to reflect the priorities of Heaven. 
· We are to live here like Jesus lived here with his lifestyle and values.
T Colossians 3:4-10

4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.

6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.   

7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 

8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 

9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 

10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

Verse 5 –sexual immorality, impurity, lust (internal and external)
1 Thes 4:3 (NLT) God’s will is for you to be holy, so stay away from all sexual sin.


· Our God given sexual drive is wonderful when we follow God’s design.

· God designed sex to be experienced only within marriage.

· Marriage is defined by God as one woman and one man for life.

Sex before marriage and adultery while married is a sin against God.
· We are to live holy lives and not be squeezed into the world’s system.

· CF’S are to live DIFFERENT than they lived before coming to Christ. 

· In a practical sense, holiness is what we all want when turn on a faucet or eat in a restaurant. 

· We want and expect our water and our food to be healthy and clean. 

· That is what God expects from us NOW that He lives inside of us. 

Max Lucado The Winsomeness Of Holiness  
A Jewish couple were arguing over the name to give their firstborn. 
They finally asked the rabbi to come and intercede. 
"What is the problem?" the rabbi asked. 
The wife spoke first. "He wants to name the boy after his father, and I want to name the boy after my father." 
"What is your father's name?" he asked the man. 
"Joseph." 
"And what is your father's name?" he asked the woman. 
"Joseph." 
The rabbi was stunned. "So, what is the problem?" 
It was the wife who spoke again. "His father was a horse thief, and mine was a righteous man. How can I know my son is named after my father and not his?" 
The rabbi thought and then replied, "Call the boy Joseph. Then see if he is a horse thief or a righteous man. You will know which father's name he wears." 
To call yourself a child of God is one thing. 
To be called a child of God by those who watch your life is another thing altogether. 
We are to live in a way that pleases God and looks like God
· Religion focuses on the external; God focuses on the heart – the internal as well.

· If you call yourself a CF – then be a “realie”.

· Your lifestyle will never be perfect but very different from your FORMER SINFUL LIFESTYLE.

· If you are playing around with sin – stop it today, confess and get REAL and clean with God.

Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God" (Mt. 5:8). 

Be praying (John 14:13-14)
T John 14:13-14 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

· As the disciples watch the life of Jesus they discovered a key to his success – Jesus prayed often to God.

· What is prayer?

 Prayer is simply a two way conversation with God  

· Prayer is simply talking to God. Don’t complicate it simple speak to God as your friend – your heavenly father.  

· Notice that prayer is a two way conversation WITH GOD .
· Yes the all-knowing, all- powerful, nothing is impossible GOD

· We can pray and NEVER think about WHO we are praying to because often our focus is on OUR need and not on God. 

· We pray in Jesus name because Jesus is our access to God.

· Praying in Jesus’ name means we want God’s purposes, God’s plans and God’s glory

PP:  rapture, tribulation, 2nd coming and millennium  

(THEN HEAVEN/HELL)
· LOST people matter to God – every lost person matters to God.

· We are to pray for open doors, open hearts and for the Holy Spirit to speak to our lost friends, co-workers, neighbors and classmates.

This week we have a great opportunity to pray – FALL FEST.
I want to ask all of us to do 2 things.

1) Pray daily through next Friday for the following

Leaders and volunteers

Police, medical teams, safety

Weather

Fun - laughter

Love - grace

Open hearts and open eyes

God looking good

2) Come and walk your campus and pray
· The Bible says we have not because we ask not

· Let’s pray with faith, expectancy and persistence.

God is listening, God cares and God loves to answer our prayer
Wiersbe: The pagan world in Paul's day had no hope of life after death. A typical inscription on a grave demonstrates this fact:

I was not - I became - I am not - I care not

· But God has given us the Bible that assures every person that they can have HOPE after death.

We don’t speculate about what happens after death – we have REVELATION FROM GOD.
· Every person can become a CF and live forever in Heaven

· Every person can be forgiven of their sins

· That is the will of God – that is what we pray for

· That is why we are to live a life that people want to live

· We have the assurance of heaven after we die

· There is nothing more important than that.

