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Enjoying marriage on the river of life 5  t Matt 19
I’ve been studying really hard this week and discovered some amazing keys to making our marriages really successful.
Men get your pens ready and write these keys down.

PP: The TOP 10 things men know about women 
PP: The TOP 10 things men know about women:    1-10 nothing list
Finish this statement: And they lived happily ____________

· We’ve learned that God designed marriage to be successful and fulfilling.

· But we’ve also learned that Satan hates godly marriages.
· Satan knew these first two KEYS in our series.

1) Marriage – God’s DESIGN is perfect

2) Marriage – God’s DIRECTIONS are clear

· God says to married couples: Here is how to have a successful marriage - live by my design of marriage and obey my instructions.

· So Satan sets out (1) to destroy every CF in our personal relationship with God and (2) to destroy our marriages any way he can.
· Last weekend we saw that Eve was deceived by Satan and his lies and she ate of the forbidden fruit.

· Then she offered it to Adam and Adam ate by disobeying God’s ONE command – don’t eat from the tree of life.

· So Satan won this first battle; Adam and Eve were separated from God and they hid in shame, guilt and fear.
· Because of their sin Adam and Eve were thrown out of their marriage raft and their marriage was going nowhere.

Go to Shore where Adam/Eve are sitting hopeless
· How did this happen?
· Adam and Eve didn’t obey God’s command and didn’t understand Satan’s devices of temptation, lying, deceit and condemnation. 

3) Marriage - The DECEIVER is active…..

· So for the first time two IMPERFECT people were trying to do marriage together - I Boss, I Independent and I Selfish.
· That was BAD news for all humans because now Adam and Eve’s sinful DNA was transferred to every person.
· Every marriage would now be filled with ROUGH water and lots of HARD work.

Illus: Someone asked a couple who were celebrating their 50th anniversary the secret of their long marriage.  The husband responded – here is the secret. We take time to go out to a restaurant 2 times week - a little candlelight dinner, soft music, and a slow walk home. 

She goes Tuesdays, I go Fridays.
· We discovered that imperfect people live with sins and weights that impede our relationship with God and our marriages
PP: Weights or sins of regret, guilt, anger, unforgiveness, bitterness, hurts.
T Gen 3:9 But the Lord God called to the man, "Where are you?" 

· Notice God takes the initiative and he searches for Adam and Eve, demonstrating the very thing Satan got Eve to doubt—His love.
When we fail, God LOVINGLY seeks us out.
· This reminded us that we need to understand the CHARACTER OF GOD.

· We don’t have a mad, angry, revengeful God at all.

R Exodus 34:6-7 (NLT) The Lord passed in front of Moses, calling out, “Yahweh! The Lord! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. I lavish unfailing love to a thousand generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin…..

· Adam and Eve are sitting IN their sin and needed to hear some GOOD NEWS- would there be good news?

· Yes but first God said there would be consequences to their sins - choose to sin and we CHOOSE TO SUFFER.

· But then they heard these amazing words – the same words that each of us here when we sin.
Failure is not final

Forgiveness is available

You can have a new start

God can take a mess and make a miracle
Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 
· God promises the WHOLE world GOOD NEWS - a permanent solution to our sin and separation from God.

· Jesus would come to this earth and live a perfect life and then lay his life down for our sins.
· By dying on the cross and being raised from the dead, Jesus would defeat Satan’s hold on mankind.

· Man simply had to repent and believe on Jesus’ work on the cross.

3) Marriage - The DECEIVER is active but already defeated
Put A/E back in the RAFT and GET in the RAFT
· Once forgiven A/E COULD DO marriage successfully on the river of life. 
· Here is WHY - God had NOT left them to do life and marriage alone!

T John 14:16-17 (NLT) 
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you.
17 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.

PP: BRETT NEW DESIGN PLEASE - Triangle (God designed, God directed, God empowered)  
God has NOT left YOU and I to do life and marriage alone
· The moment a person repents of their sins and believes on Jesus, God the Holy Spirit comes to live in them.
· The Holy Spirit comes to live in us to direct and empower every aspect of our lives including MARRIAGE.
CF- GOD, the Holy Spirit lives in YOU
Think about this fact. If you are a CF then GOD the HS, the all-knowing God, the all-powerful God, the nothing is impossible God LIVES IN YOU FOREVER.
4) Marriage – God the DECIDING FACTOR lives in YOU.  

Say this with me – God the deciding factor lives in ME
· Often in the daily routine of life we forget that God is a supernatural GOD.

· We limit God’s power by our human thinking of what is possible or impossible.
There are MANY couples in our church that will tell you this - God took OUR MESS and turned it into OUR MIRACLE
· This 4th key is crucial – it is not a religious or nice statement.

· God the HS living in US - IS the deciding factor in ALL our marriages

· Here is WHY
T John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
· Apart from me – without God, you can do some things
· Apart from me – without God, you can do marriage successfully
NO – God says apart from me, apart from a personal relationship with me, apart from obeying my directions and commands – YOU can do NOTHING.
· All of us were designed by God to do life and MARRIAGE WITH Him, in a real personal relationship.

Jeremiah 10:23 I know, O Lord, that a man's life is not his own; it is not for man to direct his steps.  

We CANNOT successfully do life or marriage without God.
R Ps 127:1 Unless the LORD builds the house, its builder’s labor in vain.
PP: I BOSS - I INDEPENDENT - I SELFISH with big no signs
Illus: Ted Moorhead (Florida Today)

My cardiologist told me about a patient, an 85 y/o man married for 65 years, who seemed remarkably healthy and happy, bubbling with enthusiasm.

The doctor asked him, you and your wife seem to be happily devoted to each other after all these years.  Tell me, what is the secret to a marriage like yours? That’s easy, the old fellow said.  I take care of No. 1 and she takes care of me.
If we will treat our spouses as GOD INSTRUCTS, they will respond to us as we desire
But with GOD look at these amazing possibilities.
T Philippians 4:13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

· God says with HIS help that each CF can do whatever the will of God is for their life.
But what IS God’s will for my marriage? 

God’s will is our marriages is for it to be God designed, God directed and God empowered
Listen to Gary Thomas – “We have to stop asking of marriage what God never designed it to give – perfect happiness and conflict-free living.

Everyone has bad days, yells at his or her spouse, or is downright selfish.  Despite these imperfections, God created the husband and wife to steer each other in His direction”. 

Remember God’s promise I CAN do HIS WILL

God’s will - God designed marriage to make me more like Him
God’s will - God designed marriage to help me encourage my spouse to be more like Him.
· Marriage exists so that the world can see God’s loving character and God’s amazing power.
· There are millions of miserable people in messy marriages. 

· These people simply move from one disaster to another disaster and leave hurting confused children behind.

· They WANT to see what a “good healthy” marriage looks like and how to have one for themselves.

· That is where God helps us to STEP up and helps us become MORE like Him and then be SALT and LIGHT.

A godly marriage shouts to a confused world, the solution to everything is a relationship with all knowing and all powerful God.
One key purpose in marriage is to make God look good.
T Philippians 2:13 (NLT) For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.
· Paul reminds us that God is at WORK inside each CF.  

· God said I want you to be like me, so I will EMPOWER you to do just that.
· But I know you need more than that so I am producing the DESIRE to obey and be like me as well.

God gives us the power and desire to OBEY Him – no excuses!
Turn to your neighbor and say – I CAN DO IT!
T Ephesians 5:15 Be very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but as wise, 

Stand outside the raft (God is not part of their marriage)

Foolish = living as if God doesn’t exist
· This married couple is doing marriage as if GOD doesn’t exist.
· This marriage is only a twosome and will not be successful

Get in the raft – I am God (God is the HEAD of their marriage)

Wise= living with God as the head of our lives/marriages
· This married couple is asking God daily for wisdom, help and direction.
· There always was and always will be a HEAD in marriage – God

· The h/w always will be servants to God and to each other

· This marriage is a threesome and it will be successful

App: are you a foolish or wise couple?

T Genesis 4:1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man." 

Genesis 4:2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel….

After A/E were removed from the Garden of Eden, WHAT DID THEY LEARN IN THE GARDEN?
1) Doing marriage with God is way better than without God – they were now going to live wisely with God as their HEAD.
2) Sin ALWAYS has consequences 
3) God loves to forgive and remove our sins

R Genesis 3:21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 

4) Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness for our sins
5) God loves to give sinful people a new start – a new beginning

6) Adam and Eve learned that when the blame game stops - the fan works at HIGH speed.
7) God is a giving, generous God that loves to bless HIS children 

8) Adam and Eve learned that:

God can take a MESS and make a MIRACLE !
Is your marriage a MESS TODAY? 

Don’t discount the power of God to heal, revive and resurrect your life and your marriage
REMEMBER that the deciding factor to a successful marriage lives IN YOU!
Singles/ divorced singles/ widowed singles please STAND
Listen to this key from Agatha Christie when looking for a husband.

An archaeologist is the best husband any woman can have—the older she gets, the more interested he is in her. 
God loves to give good gifts to his children – God will provide a godly spouse for you.  Honor Him, obey Him and wait for God to provide

Pray for God’s spouse – may you be find purpose and completeness in GOD as you wait for God to provide.
Married couples please STAND
HUSBANDS take your wife’s hands and look at her
I AM BLESSED TO BE YOUR HUSBAND.  

 

AND I PROMISE ANEW  

 

TO TAKE UP THE AUTHORITY...AS HEAD OF OUR HOME....  

 

TO ALWAYS LOVE YOU....... WITH AN UNCONDITIONAL, SELF-GIVING LOVE.  

TO LEAD AND ENCOURAGE YOU....  

 

TO PROTECT YOU PHYSICALLY....EMOTIONALLY...AND SPIRITUALLY...  

AND TO BUILD YOU UP  

 

I RENEW MY RESPONSIBILITY.......TO CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT ....IN WHICH YOU ARE FREE TO GROW …. INTO ALL THAT GOD WANTS YOU TO BE.  

 

I PROMISE TO SEEK TO UNDERSTAND YOU.....TO BE GENTLE WITH YOU...  

AND APPRECIATE YOU.....  

 

I ALWAYS WANT TO BE YOUR BEST FRIEND.  

 

I COMMIT MY SELF TO OUR ONENESS FOR LIFE.  

THIS IS MY RENEWAL COVENANT WITH YOU.  

 
WIVES - look at your husbands
I AM BLESSED TO BE YOUR WIFE.  

 

AND I PROMISE ANEW  

TO RECOGNIZE AND SUBMIT...TO YOUR GOD-GIVEN AUTHORITY..AS THE HEAD OF OUR HOME.  

 

TO GIVE MYSELF TOTALLY TO YOU....IN JOYFUL SUBMISSION....TO YOUR PROVISION AND PROTECTION.  

 

TO LOVE YOU....WITH AN UNCONDITIONAL LOVE....ALWAYS SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGE YOU.....IN WHATEVER YOU DO...AND HOWEVER YOU FEEL.  

 

IN OUR WALK THROUGH LIFE....I WILL CONTINUE TO BE AT YOUR SIDE....AS YOUR HELPER AND YOUR BEST FRIEND.  

 

I RENEW MY RESPONSIBILITY…..TO SEEK TO UNDERSTAND YOU.....AND TO MEET ALL THE NEEDS IN YOUR LIFE.....WHICH I AM ABLE TO FULFILL.  

 

I WILL CONTINUE TO SURROUND YOU....WITH THE WARMTH OF MY LOVE....AND WORK TOGETHER WITH YOU....TO MAKE A HOME...THAT IS FILLED WITH THE LOVE, JOY AND PEACE OF THE LORD.  

 

I COMMIT MY SELF TO OUR ONENESS FOR LIFE.  

 

THIS IS MY RENEWAL COVENANT WITH YOU.  

Close
PP: I BOSS 

· You cannot do life without God and be successful – that is totally impossible.

· You cannot be good enough to “cover” your sins with fig leaves.

· Jesus died – shed his blood on the cross so you could be forgiven.

· You can get a new start today by repenting and believing in Jesus.[image: image1.png]



