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Our God provides Mark 6 - children’s building
Anybody ever hear or visit Webb City in St Petersburg?  When we would come to Florida on vacation we would often visit this amazing place.
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In 1925, James Earl "Doc" Webb, launched a cut-rate drug store called Webb City in St Petersburg Florida. He was particularly beloved for his two-cent breakfasts in the early days of the depression, when anyone who could scrounge up some pennies got an egg, a bacon strip, and a side of buttered toast, along with a cup of coffee and a glass of orange juice. 
At its zenith, Webb's City included 77 stores covering seven city blocks, selling groceries, hardware, surgical supplies, electronics, clothes and drugs. It also provided 25 cent haircuts (with a free ice cream cone), dry cleaning and an Arthur Murray studio taught dancing -- on the roof. At its height, Webb employed a staff of more than 1,200 to serve an average 60,000 customers a day.

Webb City was considered a forerunner to the shopping center so today we have Wal-Mart and Target supercenters.  Those places provide almost anything you need.

· But today I don’t want to talk about a place that provides our needs but our God who is a person that provides our needs.
· Stop and look around us here in the US especially here in Florida.

· There are so MANY needs because of the Space Center layoffs, homes that are still be repossessed and very high unemployment. There are many emotional needs (peace, joy), physical needs (healing) and spiritual needs (forgiveness, new start).
God wants to provide FOR you and THROUGH you
· We have just returned from our 8th trip to Israel.

· There are 3 key Biblical principles that I want to share with you this weekend that come from some of the places we visited.

T Mark 6:30-44
PP: Here we are on the Sea of Galilee where one night the disciples needed Jesus to provide PEACE and calm the waters.
Mark 6:30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 

31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 

32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 

33 But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 

34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd………. 

· Jesus wanted to get away and rest with His disciples but a huge crowd followed them by taking the land route along the shore of the lake.

· How did Jesus react when he SAW the people?

· Jesus had compassion on the people. 

· Jesus knew that they were trying to do life without a spiritual guide.

· They were confused lacking spiritual guidance, hungry and defenseless and exposed to Satan’s deception.
34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 

1. Our God LOVES to provide – God wants to bless us

· Most people have the wrong concept about God.  
· God wants and loves to bless his people.  
· Everything we have is a GIFT from God.  We don’t deserve to be blessed but God wants and loves to bless us.
1 Timothy 6:17 (NLT) Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment.


· Notice the word ENJOY is in the Bible.

· God LOVES to provide and bless every CF with the things they need so they can enjoy life.

34….. So he began teaching them many things. 

· Jesus would provide for their SPIRITUAL needs
35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. "This is a remote place," they said, "and it's already very late. 

36 Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat." 

· The disciples who were in training had a different mentality than Jesus.

· They were tired and suggested to Jesus the people needed to eat so let’s send them away to provide for themselves.

· John 6 tells us that Jesus was testing the disciples because he ALREADY knew what He was going to do, so He asked Philip where they could buy enough bread for the crowd.

37 But he answered, "You give them something to eat."  They said to him, "That would take eight months of a man's wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?" 

The key word is BUT - human wisdom and ability comes into our thinking because we have not factored God into our solution.

· Philip responded there are two problems; (1) we don’t have enough money and (2) there is no food available in this remote place.

2. Our God CAN provide – nothing is impossible with God
R Matthew 19:26 (NLT) Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God everything is possible.”

· How do we handle things in life that seem impossible?
What need are you facing today that seems impossible?

· Jesus looked at the situation, not as a problem, but as an opportunity to trust the Father and glorify His name.
· Are we looking at our impossible situation as a PROBLEM instead of an OPPORTUNITY to trust God with HIS SOLUTION?

Mark 10:27 (NKJV) But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible.”


· Often we say “THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE” (problem)
· But God wants us to say – “POSSIBLE”  (opportunity)
App: Turn to your neighbor and say “POSSIBLE” 

R Mark 9:23 (NLT) “What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person believes.”

Jesus is testing all of us; look to God who CAN provide
Mark 6:38 "How many loaves do you have?" he asked. "Go and see." When they found out, they said, "Five — and two fish." 

3. Our God WILL provide – simply step out in faith and obey

App: Let’s be honest if we were one of these disciples the whole thing would have seemed impossible or preposterous.

We have 5000 hungry men, plus women and children (20,000?) and nothing but five loaves and two fish.   But don’t forget to factor in God.

39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 

40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 

· Jesus is the one who orders the seating arrangement
· Jesus’ concern for order and accuracy is demonstrated in this detail.
God likes organization, especially when it comes to managing what He provides for us.
41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 

· The miracle took place in His hands, not in theirs; for whatever we give to Him, He can bless and multiply. 
· Wiersbe: “We are not manufacturers; we are only distributors.”
God's way of provision often begins with what we already have
42 They all ate and were satisfied, 

43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 

44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

· What did the disciples eventually learn and what should we learn today?

God often blesses you so you can be a blessing to others
The disciples got to see FIRST hand how wonderful it is to give to meet the needs of others!
Little is ENOUGH when God is in it
· If God can feed 20,000 people with five loaves and two fish, He can provide for His trusting CF’S under any circumstances. 
· All we have to do is bring to God what we have and like the disciples step out in faith.

· If Jesus could do this much with so little, He can do the same with our little lives. 
· Often we think that what we have in ourselves is insignificant, but when we put it in Jesus' hands; He can do great things with our gifts and talents to touch the lives of others.
Prophecy – ventures of faith

Let me share with you the words God gave me months ago when He spoke out of Mark 6 during my morning devotion time.

We have been waiting for over one year to see how we can build the new children’s building here in Melbourne.  We are out of room because God has been sending us so many new children and families here at CCM.

For 18 years God has always provided for his children – since we started with nothing and have never lacked because faithful CF’S have given their tithes and offerings to God.

We have built wisely over the years even using loans that we currently are paying back.  
I thought we were going to build the new children’s building with another loan – (many banks want to lend us money because they see God’s record of faithfulness to us)

But on the morning of July 26, 2010 God spoke specifically the following steps to take. 
These steps have been shared with our finance committee and the elders.
1. I continue to send you new families and children, now YOU feed them spiritually and physically.

· Remember that in our Bible story today the disciples respond – BUT we don't have enough, it is too late, it is impossible 

· Today we respond with our own doubts – we are in a recession, the unemployment rate is more than 10%, people are upside down in their mortgages and in fact many are losing homes. What a foolish time to build a new building.

· God is not pleased with sentences that begin with BUT.

· God is saying to us the same thing that Jesus said to his disciples - quit thinking without faith, without God in your equation.

· Look at this as an opportunity to grow in your faith

· Think and act with obedience (ventures of faith) – please God.

2. See what you have to work with
3. Obey and step out with what we have (ventures of faith)

· Here is the real step of faith, God said this time I want you to build without a loan- I want you to build with this building with cash and continue to pay off the other loans.
· See how much cash you have on hand.
· So the finance committee is working on a budget plan as we speak.

· Like Jesus we have a great finance committee whose concern is also for order and accuracy.

· We have a lot more than 5 loaves and 2 fishes and yet not enough to meet the need.
· We need an additional 1.5 million during the next year to complete the new children’s building.

The exciting part comes in trusting God to speak to each of us as we give toward this building.
One of the greatest decisions both Lynda and I learned as young people was to always give to God 10% off the top.  We have learned to do that regardless of the circumstances in our lives.  Currently we give MORE than 10% and God continues to bless us.

So many CF’S never learn that you cannot out give God.

· This is where we step up and ask God to increase our faith and our giving
· We are trusting God to provide as He has always provided – each person who calls CCM and all our campuses as HOME to simply give AS GOD DIRECTS YOU.

· We are to step out in faith and HE would take care of the details.
· God will speak to EACH of you as to how much to give over the next year in addition to your current giving.

· God will speak to many of you to start tithing (10% off the top) and trust God as you obey him REGARDLESS of your circumstances.
We will not have a capital campaign, we will not be taking pledges, we will not be teaching on giving every week.
4. Give thanks to God IN ADVANCE for His provision
Faith = complete confidence that God will do what He said (promised)
5. Start building
· We are going to start building in the next few weeks with a completion date of December 2011.
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6. Watch and be amazed as God provides the physical things as we FEED the children SPIRITUALLY

· Jesus did not distribute the food Himself. He allowed His disciples to do this. 
· The same principles holds today – we the people at CCM and all our campuses are to be God’s servants meeting the needs of people.

· God wants to provide for you and to provide for others THROUGH you
7. Every need will be met
As we obey, God supernaturally will meet the need
· It is NOT about the money and the building

· It IS about spiritual needs and the kingdom of God in Heaven

· Look beyond the physical and look to the spiritual.

8. There will be excess (money) left over.
· REMEMBER that the twelve baskets full left over at the end of the feeding were more than the 5 loaves and 2 fish.

Luke 6:38 (NLT) Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.”

· Remember we NEVER give to GET; we give because God has been so kind and generous to us.

· When we put the will of God first, He will care for our needs (Matt. 6:33) and provides our daily bread.
9. God gets all the glory – we make God look good
Understand that GOD has spoken to CCM and all our campuses.

This was NOT my idea, the elder’s idea but GOD’S plan to stretch each of us to TRUST Him.

· We are simply as a church body going to do what God has instructed us to do.  No buts – just radical faith – looking at this as an OPPORTUNITY by obeying Jesus and watching Him do the miracle as we meet the physical and spiritual needs of our children.

· Like the disciples when the miracle was over - let's enjoy the venture and especially be amazed at what God continues to do.  He has been faithful to us here at CCM for more than 18 years and God never changes!

close

God’s greatest gift was sending His son, Jesus to PROVIDE the only way back to God.  Your sin separates you from a Holy God.

Good people don’t go to Heaven; forgiven people go to Heaven.

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Today is the day to accept God’s offer of free salvation.

