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Phil 3:18-4:1 Location, location, location   
We are all familiar with a phrase that repeats a word three times.
PP: location, location, location  (LLL)
· There are three important elements of a successful business – LLL

· There are 3 keys to buying property - LLL

PP:  great location
PP:  terrible location

· Paul is going to teach us that everyone after death will end up in ONE of two locations.

· One is a great location; the other is a terrible location.

· The great location, heaven is for CF’S; the terrible location hell is for unbelievers

T Phil 3:17-21

17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 

18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 

19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

· Paul writing from a Roman prison knew that the people in Philippi would understand his point about citizenship.

· Philippi was a Roman colony; those who lived in Philippi had their citizenship in far-off Rome.

· Although most had never been to Rome their Roman citizenship was highly prized.

· So Paul is reminding them that their REAL CITIZENSHIP was in Heaven.

· Their final home would be Heaven and they needed to think and conduct themselves as aliens, pilgrims living in a foreign world.

CF’S are citizens of Heaven – the ultimate location
Illus: Turn to your neighbor and say - I am a citizen of Heaven

· Even though CF’S are Heaven bound we know that most people around us are not headed to Heaven and they are living a very different lifestyle.

Phil 3:18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. (their conduct proves it)
Phil 3:19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 

· Paul weeps - he cries when he defines four characteristics of these unbelievers – people who are not Christians.

Phil 3:19 ( JB Phillips)These “people” are heading for utter destruction—their god is their own appetite, their pride is in what they should be ashamed of, and this world is the limit of their horizon.
BRETT: leave this up until I finish all four points

· Unbelievers are earth focused and headed for destruction – eternal separation from God – future citizens of Hell 
· They focus on the temporary and their physical desires. They are their own “god” and they pursue - possession, pleasure, power and prestige.

· These unbelievers glory in their sensual and sexual lifestyles and totally forget the spiritual.
· Their mindset is to live life here on earth.  Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die.

Pastor Mark – so what?  This is not new news at all.  
· We all know that most of the world has a very different lifestyle and outlook.  
· We know that most of the world is headed to a very different eternal location - eternal separation from God.

· But what can WE do while we are here on the earth?
1) Remind ourselves to THINK OFTEN about our final location - Heaven 
T Colossians 3:2-4
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 

4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

When is the last time YOU THOUGHT ABOUT HEAVEN?

Or do we as CF’S limit our thinking to just this earth?
C.S. Lewis: “Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in. Aim at earth and you get neither.”
· Paul reminds us that while we are living on the earth we must set our minds on Heaven and eternity.

We are all pilgrims – people in transit – on our way to our final location.
· Our life on earth is simply a short journey. 

· Heaven is where we belong.
· That heavenly mindset will influence everything we do
There is NOTHING permanent about life on earth.
· But when we do get to Heaven we will live forever in PARADISE.

· No pain, no suffering, no disabilities, no sin, no death, new bodies – perfection everywhere.

· Interesting that Paul had taken a trip to Heaven but when he came back he told us that he couldn’t really put into words that we would understand how amazing a place it was.

It is good that we REALLY don’t know how awesome Heaven is going to be because some of us would:
· Never look both ways when we cross the street

· Never put on our seat belts and drive 100 miles an hour ignoring the traffic signals.

· Never take our medicine or go to a doctor or wash our hands

· We would look for chemicals that would take our life instantly – tasteless and odorless antifreeze.

But earlier in Philippians Paul said this:
T Philippians 1:22-25

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 

23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 

24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 

25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith

· Paul knew that ONE day he would be in Heaven but here on earth God had more things for him to do.

2) While here at our current location, be ALL here storing up treasure in Heaven
T Matthew 6:19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 

Matthew 6:20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

· Jesus while on the earth was reminding all CF’S to live as a pilgrim here.

· Jesus modeled doing the will of God on earth knowing he was heading back to heaven.

· CF’S are to have a light touch on the things of this world

· Don’t get focused on position, pleasure, privilege and possessions.
· CF’S are simply in the world— we are physically present—but not of it, not part of its values.

· Be ALL here with your heart focused on doing the will of God.

· The will of God is always focused on the eternal.
The only treasure that is eternal is people. 
Isn’t it interesting that as we get older, the simple lifestyle becomes attractive. The accumulation of stuff just gets in the way. We move into a smaller house, smaller apartment and forsake lots of stuff at a garage sale or give it to the Salvation Army.
Illus: A teenager was watching an elaborate funeral of a man who insisted on being buried in a Cadillac automobile. Seated behind the wheel of the car, surrounded by flowers, the corpse was being lowered into the grave. The teenager watched, fascinated. Then he spoke: “Now that’s what I call living.” 
No, whatever we store on earth, we will eventually lose. When we die we leave EVERYTHING behind.
3) Remember many people are headed to an eternal location apart from Christ forever. 
· CF’S know theologically about eternal separation from God forever.

· We know about hell and the torments.

· But often we don’t make it personal ENOUGH.

PP: Nameless, faceless people

· But it is good to see lost people as REAL LOST PEOPLE – not just nameless faceless people.
· These unbelievers are NOT faceless or nameless people to us.

· These are people that WE KNOW.  They are our neighbors, relatives, co-workers, fellow students.

· These are REAL people that God has placed in our path – our lives.

Matthew 16:26 (NLT) And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul? 
· The real you, the real me is spiritual. Every person will live FOREVER after they die. THINK ABOUT THAT! 

· There is nothing more valuable than the ETERNAL soul of every person

· But knowing people are going to live forever in one of two locations is not enough.

· Jesus came to this world to change the final destination of people from Hell to Heaven.

· When Jesus left this world, he gave us the commission and told us to go share his gospel and make disciples.
4) Don’t isolate but go to the lost at “their locations” and share the good news
T John 17:15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 

· Yes it is true that our home and citizenship is in Heaven and yet God has placed us here to live on the earth NOW among MANY unbelievers.

· Jesus prayed for us to live different - "I'm not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one" (John 17:15).
· Because our world is getting worse, some CF’S want to isolate and try and protect themselves from our corrupt society.

· We have Christian schools, Christian neighborhoods, Christian camps, Christian cruises, Christian concerts, Christian sports – all separated from unbelievers.

· Now there is nothing basically wrong with these things but Jesus ALSO told us to GO TO THEIR WORLD – THEIR LOCATIONS just don’t let the world INFLUENCE your lifestyle.

· We will never reach our world for Christ by withdrawing into some STERILE Christian subculture.

Remember that these unbelievers were saying it doesn’t matter how you live, it doesn’t matter what you do with your bodies, it doesn’t matter what happens when you die.  But Paul is saying – yes it does. 
CF’S are here to introduce earth bound people to a new way of living and a new destination.

· We are here to tell people by our words and our lifestyle that they can be forgiven and have a personal relationship with Jesus.

· They can change their location and become citizens of Heaven.

· But we must love them enough to GO to them – where they live, work and play to share the good news.

T Acts 5:18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 

Acts 5:19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 

· The Apostles were serving God – there were All here where God had placed them sharing eternal principles with their lost world

· Satan has them put in jail – away from the place of influence but notice what God does

· God supernaturally changes their LOCATION.  He opens the doors and then once again tells the apostles where to GO back to the streets.
Acts 5:20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.”

It was night when the angel freed them, when did the angel expect them to GO – what was God’s timing?  We see the answer in verse 21.
Acts 5:21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people.

These CF’S could have said it is too dangerous to go back to the streets; we need to lay low for a while – find a SAFE LOCATION.
But NO they obeyed – there is no time to waste – they want to be USED by GOD – they are EXCITED to share the good news
B Acts 5:20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.”

We see 3 commands that apply to every CF today – be obedient now.

5) Go TODAY – expect God to use YOU to change their eternal location
· The angel tells them to go and expect more miracles and changed lives.

· Go is the first word in the great commission – Go and make disciples.

Bruce Wilkerson “Millions of CF’S already know what Jesus said.  Millions agree that, since Jesus commanded us to go, it must be important. And millions are willing and available to go. But SO FEW GO”
6) Stand in a public LOCATION TODAY – go to where the unbelievers are
· These CF’S go back to where the lost and hurting people were.

· They were NOT nameless and faceless – they were REAL PEOPLE.
· They were to STAND and not be ashamed because they had the only good news.

PP: Gather/Scatter – take it to the streets – go to the marketplace of life

· Thank YOU for making a difference at all of our locations

· Thank YOU for NOT staying in HOLY HUDDLES – but not only praying and crying but going to where the location where lost people hang out.

7) Share the gospel TODAY – Jesus can change anyone’s eternal location
· The angel was saying there is an urgency to go and share TODAY.

· He was saying – you go, stand and share because NOTHING can stop the spread of the Gospel.
· The urgency of today is that NO ONE KNOWS WHEN THEY WILL DIE

5 -4-3-2-1-0   You are now dead

· One day that will happen and maybe quicker than 5-4-3-2-1-0
· Everyone is going to die

· Everyone is going to live in one of two locations forever.

· If you just died, in which one of these two locations will you spend eternity?

PP: two road, two destinations, two locations

The decisions we make today turn around and make us tomorrow

The road you are on NOW will eventually take you to your final location.

Everyone is born in sin and on the road to hell – a location nobody desires.

So you must make a change

You need to get on the road of life – following Jesus.

