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Phil 3:16-19   Role models 3 
BIKE:  Do you remember when you learned to first ride a bicycle?  The fear, the training wheels the whole deal with everybody watching. 

Which is the best way to learn to ride a bike – how to pedal, how to steer and how to balance?
1) By mom or dad reading the instructions to their child from a book

2) Or by mom or dad putting the child on the bike and walking along side you as they start to pedal.
PP: Bike You know the answer – a parent helping their child to learn

Notice the parent in this picture; parents are to be the LIVE training wheels in their lives of their children and grandchildren.

T Phil 3:17 Join with others in following my example (intimate my lifestyle), brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 

· We have been studying the truth that Paul taught – be a role model

· Paul knew that Jesus was our ultimate role model and yet Christians need human role models who can help them become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
· Paul was a human role model in the lives of many people.

· We know that Timothy used Paul as his role model as a young man.

· But Paul reminds us of Timothy’s FIRST ROLE MODELS.

T 2 Timothy 1:5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 

· Timothy’s first spiritual role models were his mother and grandmother – in the HOME.

· HOPE - single parents and homes where ONLY one parent is a CF – notice your child CAN become a vibrant CF even in these homes.

God designed parents to be the FIRST and most important role models 
Robert Fulghum wrote a neat book “ALL I REALLY NEED TO KNOW I LEARNED IN KINDERGARTEN"  Here are some of them
Share everything.   Play fair.  Put things back where you found them. 
Clean up your own mess.  Don't take things that aren't yours. 
Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody. 
When you go out in the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands and stick together. 
Goldfish and hamsters and white mice and even the little seed in the Styrofoam cup - they all die. So do we. 
Neat things but God designed parents to teach life’s principles to their children in the HOME
Proverbs 1:8 … Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching. 

Question: What principles are your children and grandchildren being taught?
PP:  This video explains how to talk to your kids about Star Wars
Since November of last year, a video FOR PARENTS on how to introduce Star Wars to their children has been viewed more than 1 million times.

Anthony Layser a lawyer who produced the video says it was such a big part of my childhood I had to share it with my children.  Bloggers say it is never too early to introduce your children to Star Wars.
· Is passing on Star Wars information to our children REALLY that important?
· Certainly most of us would say NO WAY and yet today most parents focus on the passing of their money and their possessions to their children and grandchildren.

· There is NOTHING wrong with those either of these but there is something more important to pass on to our children than earthly possessions.

1. What principles should we be passing on to our children?
T Psalm 78:1-8 (NLT)
This is the 2nd longest Psalm in the Bible and it teaches us to learn from the past so that we repeat the good things and don’t repeat the bad things.
The first 8 verses focus on passing on God’s principles to the next generation so they can do life right.
1 … O my people, listen to my instructions. Open your ears to what I am saying,
2 for I will speak to you in a parable. I will teach you hidden lessons from our past—
3 stories we have heard and known, stories our ancestors handed down to us.
Principle # 1 Parents are to pass on the principles from the Word of God
The writer challenges the parents to listen to the God’s instructions and God’s warnings.

Illus: According to a new book by George Barna entitled Futurecast, America is filled with people who are do-it-yourselfers when it comes to religion - either making up God as they go along or dropping traditional beliefs and practices, like going to church. Barna tells USA Today, “People say, ‘I believe in God. I believe the Bible is a good book. And then I believe whatever I want.’”
· There is nothing more important that parents knowing the Word of God and teaching these principles to their children.

· Only the Bible gives us all the answers to life.

· Only the principles of the Bible never change.

· Bible – basic instructions before leaving earth.

· God’s word is always speaking to us – it is ALIVE.

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.
2. HOW do we pass these principles on to the next generation?
Principle # 2 Parents must know God personally themselves

BIKE: To teach our children HOW to ride a bike, we need to know HOW to ride a bike

BIKE: = spiritually knowing God personally

To teach our children how to know God personally – we must know God personally.

· Before parents can be good role models they must be good CF’S
· We cannot pass on that which we are not.

· We cannot pass on a true faith in God if we are ourselves don’t know God personally.

Deut 4:9 (NLT) “But watch out! Be careful never to forget what you yourself have seen. Do not let these memories escape from your mind as long as you live! And be sure to pass them on to your children and grandchildren.  

“What you yourself have seen”   
· The parents had FIRST been personally instructed by God himself.

· Then the parents and grandparents are to pass on the principles that God has taught them in their lives.
Application 

· Parents YOU should be able to lead your children to Christ when they are ready

· Parents YOU should be able to explain the purpose of water baptism to your children

· Parents YOU should be able to explain why we take communion.

Principle # 3 Parents are to obey God fully
We pass on not just what we say but HOW we live.

More is caught than taught
· There are NO perfect parents. 

· We are to pass on not just our words but our lifestyles.

· Children are very perceptive and they know if a parent is real or not even in the spiritual things with God.

· Many children when they are old enough simply stop going to church and often drop out with God because a parent was a hypocrite in the home.

· Listen what Jesus said to the so called religious leaders in his time.

R Matthew 23:1-3 (NLT)
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,
2 “The teachers of religious law and the Pharisees are the official interpreters of the law of Moses.

PP: Matt 23:3 So practice and obey whatever they tell you, but don’t follow their example. For they don’t practice what they teach.

• God is not interested in “lip service” but real obedience. 

• Ignoring God’s commands produces a hypocrite.

I want to teach you a new word today   

PP: Be a “realie” and not a phony 

APP: Turn to your neighbor and say I am a realie!

Principle # 4 Parents are to obey God willingly
Adrian Rogers: “Have you ever tried to take a tasty bone away from a dog? It’s a good way to get bitten! But what if you put a steak down on the ground? The dog will drop the bone to get that steak.

This is the mistake so many parents are making today. They spend their time telling their children “Don’t do this. Don’t do that. That’s wrong.” By such behavior, these parents are failing an entire generation. Many times, children are never shown the riches of Jesus Christ. In every 24-hour cycle, there are multitudes of teachable moments for sharing and modeling life in Christ.”
· Obeying God is a privilege because OBEDIENCE ALWAYS BRINGS BLESSINGS.

Deut 28:2 (NLT) You will experience all these blessings if you obey the Lord your God:
· Following God is the BEST lifestyle in all the world.

· Parents are to be proactive and positive when you talking about and living your faith.

· Children naturally follow examples set by others. 

· That is why God designed parents to be actively involved with their children in every aspect of life.

· Parents teach your children to obey because they GET TO.
Psalm 78:3 stories we have heard and known, stories our ancestors handed down to us.

Psalm 78:4 We will not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord, about his power and his mighty wonders.

· What happens when parents do not pass along their personal faith in God to the next generation?
· What happens when parents HAVE nothing of SPIRITUAL value to pass on to the next generation?
· The answer to that is simply LOOK AROUND.

Children learn best by example – good but even bad examples
· Someone is going to teach the CHILDREN of this generation
· Satan has a plan to capture them and the next generation.

· In fact today social media has become the 3rd parent and the world system is teaching our children NOTHING about God.

PP: Israel – most groups of people are visiting the amazing sites in Israel with NO spiritual teaching – no Bibles at all.  It is simply another historical vacation.  These groups of adults, parents and grandparents have NOTHING of SPIRITUAL TRUTH to pass on to their children.
It is the same for most Jews living in Israel. 
Most parents have NOT passed on their faith since they themselves have no real faith or trust in God.  


BIKE:  WHO will teach our generation of children and youth how to ride a bike….how to know God personally?
When we started this church 19 years ago, our focus was on the lost – people far from God especially the children and the youth.

That vision and emphasis is from the scriptures we have read today.
Since many children and youth do not have parents who can teach them about faith, how important that we become the church become their spiritual parents.

That is why we have a vibrant children’s and youth ministry
Principle # 5 The church (CF’S) must reach this generation for Christ
· We are given the responsibility to protect the future for our children

· Where would I be today if my mother and father had not been godly role models in my life?

· Where would any of us be if the past generations of parents were not “realies”?

· By God’s help we can teach our future generations to trust God, learn from the past and obey God word themselves.

Future generations depend on the “realies” of today
BUILDING UPDATE VIDEO This new building is for now and for the next generations before Jesus comes back. We have the privilege of passing on our faith, our building, and our gifts to the next generation – here is WHY


Psalm 78:7 (NLT) So each generation should set its hope anew on God, not forgetting his glorious miracles and obeying his commands.


Jesus told us that HIS church would never be defeated so we have the privilege and mandate to take the good news to OUR generation.
We are going to pass along our vibrant faith to THIS GENERATION.
Principle # 6 Our God provides – Believe; Enjoy
Financial update – Much of Psalm 78 recounts the amazing blessings God performed for Israel.  They became a nation of free people because of the exodus.  God gave them their own land and provided everything they needed. God is the same today. 

· One year ago God challenged us to build this children’s building for cash.

· We were 1.5 million short but over the last year you have given and now we are almost there.

· Thanks for being GENEROUS and giving 1.25 million over the last 11 months.

Between now and Dec 1 – we are looking for God to provide through all of us – the additional 250,000 that will allow us to finish debt FREE

Luke 6:38 (NLT) Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full—pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.”
· Remember we NEVER give to GET; we give because God has been so kind and generous to us. 

· Watch and be amazed as God provides the physical things as we FEED the children SPIRITUALLY  

· God IS going to provide the money so we can meet the needs of this and the next generation!

Communion
