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The battle is not yours but God’s 2 Chr 20 pt 2
PP: Gone in 2009 Walter Cronkite, Michael Jackson, Edward Kennedy, Farrah Fawcett, Oral Roberts, Natasha Richardson
Proverbs 27:1 (NLT) Don’t brag about tomorrow, since you don’t know what the day will bring.

· Life is so uncertain, none of us know what tomorrow will bring.

· Our time is valuable and God wants to guide every CF – 24/7
· There is no time to waste trying to do life without God’s wisdom

T 2 Chr 20 Background

Jehoshaphat was the king of the nation of Israel. He was a godly king but he disobeyed God and made a bad choice by entering into a union with an ungodly king.  This decision and sin almost cost him his life.  But God spared him and he asked forgiveness and began to lead Israel back on track spiritually as a nation.

2 Chronicles 20:1 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat. 

2 Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, "A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Sea. It is already in Hazazon Tamar" (that is, En Gedi).   

PP: MAP- The Moabite Alliance Attacks Judah
3 Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. 

· To show God that he was serious and that the nation REALLY needed God’s help, the king called for a nationwide fast AND prayer.

Fasting in the Bible is a sign of humility, repentance, and dependence 

“Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” (Matthew 4:4)

All of these details and guidelines are on the web

Why should I Fast?
Jesus did not say, “If you fast...” but “When you fast...” (Matthew 6:16).  
Jesus fasted, and if we want to continue growing to be more like Him, we too should fast and pray.

· Fasting and prayer is a way to demonstrate to God, and to ourselves, that we are serious about our relationship with Him. 

· Fasting and prayer helps us gain a new perspective and a renewed reliance upon God.

· Fasting and prayer provides a targeted and focused time to draw closer to God and experience the Holy Spirit speaking into your life.

T Acts 13:1-3

1 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas….. and Saul. 

2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 

3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 

· The whole church at Antioch came together for a time of fasting and prayer.
· As they fasted and prayed the Holy Spirit ANSWERED THEIR PRAYER with specific direction and instructions.

· How did the Holy Spirit convey His instructions to them?  We don’t know for sure but it is likely that He spoke through one of these men who were prophets.  (Later in our story in 2 Chron we will see the same THING!)  
During fasting and praying, CF’S are more sensitive to hearing God speak
What do I pray for during a Fast?
There are many things that you can pray for during a fast.  Make sure that you make time to quietly wait upon the Lord.  Expect to hear from Him!

· Ask forgiveness – “Search me, O God, and know my heart…” (PSA 139:23)

· Focus on living under HIS influence and  allow the Holy Spirit to speak into your life 

· Pray for our loved ones, friends and co-workers to be open to the gospel

· Ask God for specific needs in your life and EXPECT God to answer – don’t know what to do – GOD OUR EYES ARE ON YOU.
Often during fasting and praying we gain wisdom – God gives us HIS revelation as to the will of God in a specific area of our life.
R Ezra 8:23 “So we fasted and petitioned our God about this, and he answered our prayer.” 
Everyone needs to choose the type of fast and the length of their fast
1. Some people will fast one meal a day for 7-21 days and only drink water for that meal.

2. Others will choose a juice fast for 7-21 days.

3. Others will choose to use the Daniel fast for 7-21 days.

· Choosing your type of fast is a very personal decision.  
· Everyone is at different places in their walk with God.  
· There is nothing more “inherently spiritual” about one type of fast as opposed to another.  
· Seek God in prayer follow what the Holy Spirit leads you to do. 
· It’s also important to not let what you eat or do not eat become the focus of your fast. 
· Remember, it’s about God, NOT FOOD!  This is a time to disconnect enough with your regular patterns and habits in order to connect closer to God.

WARNING If you have any health concerns, please consult your physician prior to beginning your fast – especially if you are taking medication, have a chronic condition, are diabetic, or if you are pregnant or nursing.
PP: Brett Show banner and sample instruction page

The Daniel fast and liquid fast instructions and details are on the web.

Reminders about Fasting
· Make it more about GOD than YOU

· Make it more about HUMILITY than PRIDE

· Make it more about HEARING from God than SPEAKING to God

· Make it JOYFUL and not a BURDEN

Make it more about PRAYER than FASTING

Make it more about the SPIRITUAL than the PHYSICAL
· Fasting and prayer change ME and NOT God

· Fasting is a HUNGER FOR GOD

· Fasting declares my DEPENDENCE on God

Fasting and prayer help us to know God better
Matthew 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled. 

B 2 Chr 20:4 The people of Judah came together to seek help from the Lord; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him. 

12 O our God, will you not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you." 
· The king restates his prayer.

· We admit we don’t have the power to win this battle.

· We admit we need your help.

· We are totally dependent on YOU.

· We are focusing not on the problem but ON YOU – OUR GOD

1. Admit we need God’s help, wisdom and direction

R John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

2. Look to God through prayer, fasting and journaling

· HOW we view God will affect: What we pray for - How often we pray - What we expect from praying

· Remind ourselves WHO we are praying to – the all mighty, the all knowing, the nothing is impossible God.

2 Chronicles 20:13 All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood there before the Lord. 

· Who stood? All the men, women, children; each family

PP: 5 c’s - Get connected – we don’t do life alone

· What an amazing picture as dad and moms stood with their children waiting to hear what God was going to say.  

· Parents, single parents – learn to fast, pray, journal to the LORD.

· Allow your children to see your personal relationship with God.

· Understand SPIRITUALLY that the enemy is out to destroy YOUR CHILDREN just like the enemy was coming to destroy everyone in Judah.

Stood before the Lord – wait expectantly.
3. Wait and expect God to answer

As we keep our SPIRITUAL EYES on GOD – notice HIS promises

R Psalms 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;

I will counsel you and watch over you. 

R Isaiah 30:21 Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, "This is the way; walk in it." 

2 Chronicles 20:14 Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly. 

THEN – as they waited expectantly through prayer and fasting, notice HOW God answered.

The SPIRIT of the LORD – this was the Holy Spirit coming upon a man to speak to the people – to give them direction and hope.

Remember in the OT the Holy Spirit only came upon a few individuals and only for a limited period of time.

But just before Jesus left this earth, He gave us – all CF’S this promise.
John 16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth…. 
· Today when we become a CF, God places the Holy Spirit INSIDE of us.

· The Holy Spirit is God and He wants to guide, direct, and comfort us.

· As we take time to fast and pray we will be MORE sensitive to the “leading of the Holy Spirit – EXPECT IT.

Rom 8:14 (Balmer) CF’S are led by the Spirit of God. 

2 Chronicles 20:15 He said: "Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: 'Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's. 
· Here we have a prophecy from the HS.  Here we have a word of prophecy from one believer to the whole nation.  

· This is a word from God IN RESPONSE to their fasting and praying.

Listen: stop talking, stop reading, and stop praying – and LISTEN.

This is what the Lord says to you: Jahaziel (a man) spoke but it was actually God speaking through him.  This was a gift of the Spirit just like in Acts 13, when the HS spoke through a person to give direction to Barnabas and Saul.

· This is a picture of a personal God speaking to HIS children.

· Normally we hear God speak to us through the WRITTEN WORD of God. 
· But there are times that God does speak through a word of prophecy.

God has spoken to us in the past from Is 54 and recently June 25, 2009
· I expect God to speak to me, the elders and the pastors regarding the overall ministry of our church – all our campuses

· YOU expect God to speak to YOU.

2 Chronicles 20:15 He said: "Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: 'Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's. 

· Look to what God said to the whole nation.

· Do not be afraid or discouraged because of what lies ahead of you.

· I your GOD will FIGHT the battle FOR YOU.

The word of the Lord brought comfort and courage to the people who WERE FEARFUL.
Application: Some of you here today are FEARFUL of what lies ahead for you.  God says to YOU TODAY– stop being afraid, stop being discouraged, I WILL FIGHT THIS BATTLE FOR YOU.

God We don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on you (repeat with me)
2 Chronicles 20:16 Tomorrow march down against them. They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel.
Someone put it this way “Oh, what good word this is."Here we thought we were going to get wiped out. Here we thought there was no hope for our survival. And now the word of the Lord comes and says, hey, we're not going to even have to fight against this huge army that's invading the land. All we have to do is be a spectator. We're going to go down and watch God fight the battle."

· Notice that the people must confront the enemy, but as prayerful spectators, not combatants.
· Next week we will see them watch from ringside seats as God ALONE destroys THEIR enemy.
“They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel.”

WOW- God must have had a secret agent in the enemies planning session.

WOW – God knew the enemies battle plans before they started out.

WOW –God knows the future, God knows MY FUTURE.
· This truth should not surprise us.  God KNOWS what is ahead this year for each of us.

· God also knows what Satan in planning in our lives.

· Nothing is hidden from our ALL KNOWING GOD.

2 Chronicles 20:17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you…
4. Step out in faith and obey God

R Ephesians 6:10 (NLT) A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.


· God still required them to take steps of faith and obedience.

· So God spoke to them in the midst of their difficult circumstances.

· God will direct us in OUR difficult circumstances and yet we will have to obey willingly.

Be Spirit Led – when God speaks, we step  
2 Chronicles 20:17 ……O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you.'" 

· As we face this New Year we have the same assurance that the nation of Judah had thousands of years ago.  

· As we face our own struggles and difficulties God will fight for us.  

· Realize that God will direct us in the steps to take and we can them step out in faith and simply obey.

· Let’s keep our eyes on GOD and not on the PROBLEM.

KEY: the LORD is with you 
Altar: Is the Lord with YOU today.  Rev 3 says He stands at the door of your heart right now.  Will you invite him in to forgive you and lead you in the future? Will you be led by the all knowing God this year?[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
