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Unlimited opportunities     t Eph 3:20-21
PP: Forbes.com “News from the future”
We have just entered a new decade.  What is in store during the next 10 years? Forbes Magazine recently published “News from the Future” – their estimations at what will happen during the next 10 years in our world.
Let me give you a few of what we are likely to see
2011 World’s seven billion child will be born  
2012 Oil prices skyrocket following Israeli raid on Iranian nukes
2013 Blue Cross/Blue shield becomes first insurer to reimburse for DNA         sequencing
2014 Bluefin tuna goes extinct

2015 German-Algerian consortium breaks ground on $500 billion concentrated solar power grid spanning North Africa.
2016 First Internet balloting for U.S. President, with 7% of votes cast online. 
2017 Two Australian women conceive first fatherless child using synthetic sperm derived from one mother's stem cell
2018 U.S. unemployment finally drops below 7%. Worst of quadruple-dip recession likely over
2019 U.S. life expectancy declines for first time in a century. Doctors blame 55% obesity rate
2020 First privately owned spacecraft lands six men and two women on moon. Virgin Galactic charges $200 million per ticket
And for your Wal-Mart shoppers; Wal-Mart sales pass $1 trillion. They cite successful India and Brazil expansions. 5 million employees worldwide
There are many more predictions but obviously only some of these will come true and some will not.  There will also be a lot more surprises in store.

PP: “News from YOUR future”
· What will happen in your life in the next 10 years?

· Too far in the future, ok what will happen in the next year?

SIGN 2012: hold up sign and walk out from today to Jan 2012  
Ask yourself this question; one year from now as you look back over the year 2012 - what will you have accomplished as the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus?

SIGN Today: hold up today sign   

As God looks ahead to 2011 what does HE have planned for YOUR life?

· The BIG question is this: Will each of us achieve what God has planned for us in 2011?

· I know I want to say YES and so do each of you, but HOW can WE fulfill all that God has for us in 2011?

· HOW can we effectively be the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus in 2011?

Only God knows the future but as CF’S here is what we DO know about OUR FUTURES
1) We know our FUTURE is in God’s hands
Psalm 31:15 (NLT) My future is in your hands... 

Illus: Elizabeth Edwards, the estranged wife of former senator, John Edwards died Dec. 7 at the age of 61. Her memoirs’ apt title: Resilience.

“The days of our lives, for all of us, are numbered,” she wrote on Facebook after doctors told her she had, at best, weeks to live. “We know that. But I have found that in the simple act of living with hope, and in the daily effort to have a positive impact in the world, the days I do have are made all the more meaningful and precious. And for that I am grateful.”

· As we look to the future we have no need to be fearful.

SIGN 2012 - Some of us will be in Heaven before 2012 – that is a fact.

· Our Heavenly Father has a time for us to born and a time for us to die.

Illus: I remember coming to Florida on vacation with my parents as an 8 boy. One time while swimming at Treasure Island in the Gulf I got caught in a severe undertow. My DAD pulled me out of the water as I was doing down from the 3rd time. My earthly dad saved my life but really MY Heavenly Father said it was not time for me to die yet.

· Do you trust God today? Really

· Do you trust Him with every area your life? 
· I have lived almost 70 years since that day I almost drowned.

· How many more years do I have left, how many years do YOU have left - ONLY GOD KNOWS!
2) We know our FUTURE involves time

T Psalms 90 A prayer of Moses the man of God.

Moses here in Psalms gives us his perspective on life – it is all about TIME.
1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 

2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

3 You turn men back to dust, saying, "Return to dust, O sons of men." 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night. 

10 The length of our days is seventy years — or eighty, if we have the strength; yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 

12 Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

Psalm 90:12 (NLT) Teach us to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom.


The Bible encourages us to make the most of our time.
Remember that life is all about 3 keys – God, people and time.
· We talk a lot about time.  Some of you are already wondering what time you will get out of this service. 

· Many of you have asked what times are the NFL playoff games this weekend.
Andy Stanley: “The most important question we should be asking about time

PP: Don’t ask what time is it but WHAT am I doing with my time?

App: Good time for a Selah moment (pause and think about this question). 
· What AM I doing with my time?

· To be effective I need to be involved with God and people.
· The shortness of life should make us value every day and spend each one in such a way that it will count for eternity.
3) We know our FUTURE includes everything needed for Godly success.

T 2 Peter 1:3 (NLT) By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.


· This is a key verse for all CF’S.  It assures each of us of SUCCESS.

· God has provided EVERYTHING we need to accomplish HIS will.
· Nothing is impossible God and by HIS power and might we can live an amazing successful godly life.

Psalms 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

 

Want = to lack; to be in want  

 

I = single, married, divorced, young, old, college student, retired, young professional, laid off (no current job)  
· God (our shepherd) promises to provide whatever we need to do life right  

 

R Deut 2:7 The Lord your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He has watched over your journey through this vast desert. These forty years the Lord your God has been with you, and you have not lacked anything.  

 

· God speaking to Moses in reference to children of Israel after 40 years of wandering – NO LACK  

· Need wisdom – you’ve got it

· Need direction – you’ve got it

· Need stamina – you’ve got it

· Need hope – you’ve got it

· Need the power to forgive – you’ve got it

Psalm 65:11 (NKJV) You crown the year with Your goodness, And Your paths drip with abundance.   
WOW WHAT A PROMISE FROM GOD

Illus: Turn to your neighbor and say: I don’t lack anything to be successful for God.
4) We know our FUTURE has unlimited possibilities 

· Pastor Mark how can you say this? 
· I can say it with confidence because of the last promise from God.

· Whatever God wants us to do; He will supply whatever it takes.

T Ephesians 3:20 (NLT) Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.


When I think of unlimited possibilities these Biblical characters come to mind.  

· Noah built the ark  

· Abraham left his home to go to an unknown land and establish the nation of Israel

· Joseph who had been kidnapped and enslaved became the 2nd in command in a foreign county

· Joseph forgave his family  

· Moses’ parents hid him in spite of the danger

· Moses chose God instead of fame and riches and left Egypt  

· Joshua and his people marched around Jericho  

· Rahab hid the spies  

· Gideon defeated the Midianites  

· David defeated the 9’ 6” Goliath  

· The disciples turned their world upside down in 20 years for Christ
 

These men and women were just like YOU and Me
· They were not perfect, actually far from it but the Bible pictures them as “can do” people who were not afraid to trust God.  

· They weren’t saved, satisfied and stuck – drifting down the streams of life with no purpose and no kingdom accomplishments.  

· No, when God entered their lives, they simply obeyed – and accomplished through God impossible things.
Matthew 19:26 (NLT) Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God everything is possible.”

Beth Moore – Believing God - “All human attempts to define God cannot help but minimize Him. We somehow want to neatly package God and make everything about Him explainable. We decided that what’s not explainable is not plausible. We try to make God behave and fit in our textbooks. We want Him to calm down and not be so….God-ish. We decide we will only believe what we can humanly reconcile.”  

PP: New children’s building update

· When Lynda and I left MI 19 years ago to come to S Brevard - who could have EVER dreamed what God was going to do!  

· You know that 6 months ago, God spoke to me that He wanted this new children’s building to be started now.

· The elders and the finance committee agreed and we presented God’s plan to you and ALL of us have stepped out in faith.

· God didn’t want us to add to our debt that we have.

· We have 3.5 million in cash and are looking for God to provide the other 1.5 million to finish this building in 2011.

· Thanks for being generous with your tithes and offerings and for listening to God.

PP: 2nd picture of the new children’s building update

· As you look at this building, don’t see blocks, cement, and plumbing.

RATHER see all the children who represent UNLIMITED POTENTIAL to expand the Kingdom of God around the world.

See the FUTURE OF THIS CHURCH AND OUR OTHER CAMPUSES
· Guys, God’s is way bigger in action and thought than we ever will understand. Don’t limit God to our finite minds.  

· We must NEVER try and get God to fit into our PUNY plans. Always find what God is doing and join Him.  

· Be a person of faith – don’t limit God

 

APP: Look at me – God wants to do impossible things through your life – believe it.

5) We know our FUTURE starts today WITH GOD
T James 4:13-15

13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 

14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 

· We will UNPACK these powerful verses next weekend but notice two important keys.

· We see that this person is making plans, setting goals to make a profit,

· The Bible encourages planning, goal setting and making a profit.

· But all of these plans are made WITHOUT God.

· You might be here and have great confidence in your future plans
· But God says – you are foolish – you just don’t know the FUTURE.
Consult God first in all our future plans
SIGN TOMORROW
· The Bible is filled with references reminding us that TODAY is the only day we really have to live.
· Too often we focus on the FUTURE and forget that we should be enjoying TODAY.

· Too many people are more worried about how to live longer and be happier tomorrow, that they have forgotten how to enjoy living today.
· Life is so uncertain; none of us knows what tomorrow will bring.  

Enjoy living today with God and people
SIGN TODAY

· Learn to live in the now and enjoy TODAY

I want to end with part of a quote from Sir Francis Drake 1577
"Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves,   
when our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little,   
when we arrive safely because we sailed too close to the shore.   

· Time is running out for all of us

· Our finish line is getting closer everyday

· God teach us to be men and women who believe you have set before us unlimited possibilities.

· We are here to be the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus around the world and across the street.

· We want to give the world eternal hope for all that don’t know you.

· Direct our steps and open our eyes to see all that you have for us.

· Empower us and help us be people of faith.

Unbeliever

Unbeliever – you cannot enjoy life unless you have a personal relationship with God.

It starts TODAY – that is exactly what the Bible teaches.
Today is the day of YOUR salvation – REAL LIFE BEGINS TODAY

