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God asks – what do you want  t 1Kings 3

Illus: A man rubbed a bottle and a genie came out, “OK the genie said since you freed me from this bottle I will give you one wish.

What’s your wish” The man said “I want to be irresistible to the ladies.

And the genie turned HIM into a bar of chocolate.

Today we have someone must better than a genie, we have God asking a wide open question.

The setting
King David’s son was appointed by God to take the throne after David died.

Solomon was about 20 years old when he began king over the massive nation of Israel. One night in a dream God came to Solomon and asked him an amazing question.

T 1 Kings 3:5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you." 

God asks – Solomon, what do you want me to give you
The root word for GIVE YOU = add, deliver, distribute, assign to YOU.
Chalk Board: Can you imagine that God comes to you and me and says here is a blank chalk board – write down what YOU want.

· WOW - what a very tempting offer.

· If you had the chalk today, what would write down?

In verses 6-15 we discover what Solomon asks for and how God responds. 

These verses give us a present day example about the importance of prayer.
Prayer is a two way conversation with a loving God
Why would God come to Solomon and ask him this open-ended question?  
Reason # 1 – to remind Solomon and US that:
God is a generous God who wants to bless us.

God is all knowing – He has all the answers

God knew that Solomon NEEDED His help to lead the people of Israel.

Reason # 2 – How Solomon answered this question was really a test of King Solomon’s heart.  
What we wrote on the CHALK BOARD reveals much about our heart – our love for God and our character as well.
1 Kings 3:6 Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 

1 Kings 3:7 "Now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 

NKJV “I do not know how to go out or come in” This was a common idiom = referring to the LACK OF the skill of leadership.
What was Solomon saying - God - I don’t know what to do, but my eyes are on you (say it with me at all of our campuses)
R Proverbs 3:5 -7 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 

· We need to ADMIT we need God’s help and wisdom. 
· We need to ADMIT that we cannot do life right WITHOUT God.

· But often PRIDE keeps us from admitting we need God’s help. 

Effective prayer starts with a humble heart
1 Kings 3:8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 

1 Kings 3:9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 

· When given a chance to ask God for anything in the world, Solomon ASKS for a listening heart; an understanding heart; a wise heart

Chalk Board: write WISDOM
The word wisdom in the Hebrew language conveys the idea of bringing God into proper focus and looking at life from his point of view.  

Wisdom is living life according to God’s point of view, with God’s values and in God’s timing.
· Solomon says God I need YOUR wisdom to make right decisions and to lead YOUR people.
· Solomon wanted to look at life and the challenges that were ahead as God saw them – FROM GOD’S POINT OF VIEW.
· It is NO different for you and me – If we are going to do life right then we must ASK God for HIS wisdom.
Let me give you 5 keys today concerning wisdom
Where does wisdom come from?
T Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
1. Wisdom COMES from God

T Proverbs 9:10 "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 
· The fear of the Lord is to worship, respect, and love Him so much that we desire to obey Him.

· We acknowledge that God always KNOWS the right thing to do. 
R Psalms 147:5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit. 
· Only God knows what we really need because God alone is all-knowing
2. Wisdom comes from humbly ASKING God
PASS OUT BRACELETS

· Solomon is going to get wisdom because “in prayer” he asks God

Pastor Mark I wish God would ask me that question because like Solomon I need wisdom RIGHT NOW.
Do you know that we can ask for the same thing that Solomon asked for?
T James 1:5-6 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 
· Remember all of us have PROBLEMS and we all LACK wisdom. 

· God ALONE has the ANSWERS to solve all of our problems. 
· Most people never get God’s answers because they simply don’t ask – THEY DON’T PRAY. 

James 4:2 …..You do not have, because you do not ask God. 

FB Meyers “The greatest tragedy in life is not unanswered prayer its unoffered prayer
· We are going to solve that problem at CCM and all our campuses in the year 2012.
· Together we are going to learn to do life right with God’s wisdom in every area of our lives.

· All through the Bible we are commanded to tell God that we are DEPENDENT on Him and ASK for His wisdom and direction 

B 1 Kings 3:10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 

1 Kings 3:11 So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 

“Not for … yourself”
KEY: God was pleased because Solomon prayed for wisdom to lead GOD’S people – for others.
Chalk Board – Write OTHERS under WISDOM 
This year we will learn to ask for WISDOM not just for our own lives but all those people God brings into our lives.  

· Solomon was praying for wisdom to lead millions of people – he wanted to be a good, wise, caring and discerning leader.

· He wanted to judge and rule the people with God’s wisdom.

· Remember life is all about God, people and the use of our time.

· This year we are going to focus praying for NOT just our needs but for the needs of others who God brings into our lives.

1 Kings 3:12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 

PP: BRACELETS: say iPray – GOD answers
· Notice that PRAYER works

· Prayer moves God to do things that otherwise He would not do. 

· When we pray, things happen.  When we don’t pray, things don’t happen

· God WILL answer our prayers

3. Wisdom comes from LISTENING to God

· Solomon asked (prayed) and God answered.

· In the dream Solomon “hears” God speak to Him

· Remember that prayer is a two way conversation 

· We have to take time to HEAR what God is saying
Effective prayer is not an event but it comes out of an ONGOING personal relationship with GOD
Today as we listen God speaks to us primarily through the written Word – the Bible but also through the Holy Spirit – inner promptings
Solomon HEARS God’s answer and it SHOCKS and AMAZES HIM
1 Kings 3:13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for — both riches and honor — so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 

· Because Solomon didn’t ask for the 4P’s (power, possessions, pleasure, and position) for HIMSELF

· Because Solomon didn’t pray for personal benefits in his life but for others - look what God does!

· God gives Solomon wisdom PLUS MORE than HE asked for – He gets riches and honor as side benefits.
· This reminds us that our GOD is a generous giver.

When praying, expect the unexpected

R Eph 3:20 (NLT) Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.


· We are to pray for God’s WILL

· Put GOD’S KINGDOM FIRST and God will take care of everything else.

· Jesus actually gave us the same promise in the NT.
R Matthew 6:33 (NLT) Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.

· Whatever YOU need to do life right, GOD will provide it.

· There will be NO lack in your life

· God is going to answer our prayers in amazing ways.

2 Cor 9:8 (NLT) And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.


We will be presenting to you a way to collect and publish God’s answers to YOUR prayers
Wouldn’t life be great if God answered all our prayers immediately - BUT real life is not like that!
4. Wisdom comes from WAITING on God

R Psalm 38:15 (NLT) For I am waiting for you, O Lord. You must answer for me, O Lord my God.

· Waiting on God reminds us that prayer is a lifestyle.

· Waiting on God reminds us that God is IN CHARGE and we are dependent on his wisdom and his timing.

PP: BRACELETS: say iPray – GOD answers – YES, NO, WAIT
· Don’t be afraid to wait until God answers before you make a move  

· Don’t pretend that you have heard from God and move ahead.  

· You will learn that God’s TIMING is always perfect

· He is never early; he is never late but always ON TIME – just NOT my time.
1 Kings 3:14 And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life." 

all his court. 

5. Wisdom comes as WE OBEY God

· Notice the big IF.
· God’s wisdom has to be applied as we OBEY GOD.
· Remember that prayer is NOT getting God to do what I want, but me doing what God wants.
· God offered Solomon another wonderful promise – long life IF he would obey God.

History tells us that Solomon received "a wise and understanding heart" from God and he was wise in governing the nation for God.

But Solomon didn’t always apply God’s wisdom to HIS personal areas of life.

Often Solomon DISOBEYED God and tried to live life WITHOUT God’s wisdom
· God’s wisdom must be applied personally in our lives on a daily basis.

· We must stay in touch with God through prayer and our daily quiet time
· We cannot do life without God and prayer is the way we interact with God.

· Prayer and obedience must be part of our spiritual DNA

PP: 3 Bracelets  iPray is my DNA
CF

· Only God can meet our REAL needs

· Only God can give us EVERYTHING we need to do life right

· Remember there is NOTHING too hard for God.
Altar CALL
Chalk Board: WISDOM

Some of you here are trying to do life WITHOUT God and HIS wisdom
· Here is what you are saying

· Could living with God’s wisdom really make a difference in my life?

· I am TIRED of doing life in my own limited wisdom.

· Well, the wisest thing you can do is admit that you need God to do life right in your life.

· Christ will come into your life and give you the wisdom to do life RIGHT
The wisest decision you can make is discovered in three amazing words that Jesus spoke.
Chalk Board: come follow me – Jesus said
YOU will never regret taking the step to FOLLOW CHRIST

That decision will change your life FOREVER.
