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The church – why we do what we do   

If CCM or our other campuses disappeared today, would it affect our community – would our community miss us?
We would like to answer; of course they would miss us.  But notice the finding from a national research firm.
66% of Americans agree – churches have little or no value in helping them find meaning and direction in their lives 
· Two weeks ago I was speaking at the SE Calvary Chapel Pastors Conference.  We covered the 7 churches from the book of Revelation.
· Jesus was “evaluating” these churches at the end of the first century. They were getting a SPIRITUAL physical.

· When we get our annual physical, the doctor takes our blood pressure, pulse, weight, and looks at our lab values.

· Over the next few weeks we are going to evaluate the church spiritually and practically.  

· We want to see if we at CCM and our other campuses are spiritually healthy.

First let’s define the church – what exactly is the church?
Common definition = called out ones, people who are called out for a particular purpose.  But here is the definition I like:
Church – a living organism, a body of Christ followers who carry out the purposes of God on the earth
App: Turn to your neighbor - I am the church…..you are the church

· The church is not a building but individual CF’S who carry out the purposes of God on the earth.
· So this evaluation of the church is BOTH corporate and INDIVIDUAL.

· Do you want to change your world or is your world changing YOU?

· Are YOU making a difference in YOUR community?

T Matthew 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.   

Here and other places in the NT we discover a few keys about the church.

1) Jesus is the founder and the foundation of the church
2) Jesus is the head of the church

3) Jesus is the builder of the church
Jesus founded HIS church, designed HIS church and directs HIS church
HOW did the church get started?
T John 20:19-22

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  

20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."  

22 And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

· Jesus had spent 3 years with his disciples. 
· He had shown them how to know and relate to God, to minister to the people, and to have a heart for the lost.
· As we study the life of Jesus in the gospels we see what the church should be like.

Jesus while on earth was a picture of the church in action
Jesus came from Heaven to change the lives of people on the earth
He came as a humble Servant. 

He enjoyed doing the Father’s will. 

He went about doing good. 

He did everything by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
He obeyed and died for the sins of the whole world.

Then Jesus reminded his disciples that He was going back to Heaven and YOU are to take my place - “I am sending YOU.” 

The church is simply CF’S who are continuing the ministry of Jesus
· The church is people who like Peter are imperfect but acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the son of God.

· The church is people who are REAL followers of Christ. 

· The church is people who called out from a life of sin to begin following Jesus’ teachings.

· The church is people who ask God to help them change and become imitators of the LIVING God.

· The church is people who go and turn their world upside down.

Before the “START” of the NT church Jesus gave 2 commandments to his disciples that related directly to the function and mission of HIS church.
T Acts 1:4-5

4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 

5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

Acts 1:8 But you will receive POWER WHEN the Holy Spirit comes on (epi) you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

1st command – be filled (lifestyle) with the Holy Spirit.
Under HIS Influence series last summer

· Jesus commanded his disciples to wait until they were filled with God’s power (like HE was) before they can go out to change the world.
· So we see the necessity of inward growth in the disciples and then outward ministry.
T Matthew 28:19-20

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

2nd command – Be a disciple and then make disciples

· This is the second command from Jesus – the operative verb is MAKE DISCIPLES

· Notice Jesus doesn’t say go and make converts but disciples.
· The word “make” implies a lifelong process of becoming more like Jesus.
Next week we will talk about the radical difference between a convert and a disciple – about the necessity of spiritual growth and spiritual maturity.

Col 2:6-7 (NLT) And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to live in obedience to him. Let your roots grow down into him and draw up nourishment from him, so you will grow in faith, strong and vigorous in the truth you were taught.  

· AGAIN we see inward growth (grow CF’S into disciples) and outward ministry.
· It gives us a healthy balance that assures success for the church
The church (each CF) is to gather (inward growth) and scatter (outward ministry)
· This didn’t surprise the disciples.  After all they had spent 3 years understanding these two terms – gather and scatter.

· Jesus would spent time gathering them in a group to teach them about God. He would encourage them, correct them and quiz them.

· These times of gathering would grow them SPIRITUALLY.

· THEN Jesus would scatter them – send them out to minister to the people or they would simply follow and watch Jesus as he went out to minister to the masses.

Gather (inward growth)        say it with me

Scatter (outward ministry)    
Remember this question - If CCM or our other campuses disappeared today, would it affect our communities – would our communities miss it?

Remember this statistic - 66% of Americans agree – churches have little or no value in helping them find meaning and direction in their lives 
If a community doesn’t miss a church, if a majority of people believe a church is useless in helping them find God and meaning for their lives – it is because that church doesn’t understand and doesn’t PRACTICE Jesus’ principles of GATHER and SCATTER.
PP: 5C’S – please look at the last page of your bulletin.
Commit – to be a growing follower of Jesus

Celebrate – and live the fulfilling lifestyle

Connect – to others in personal vibrant relationships

Communicate – the good news to everyone everywhere

Contribute – your time, passion, talents and possessions

· We believe these five core commitments are a picture of what Jesus wanted in his church – both gather and scatter.

· We believe that if a CF will learn and practice these they will grow to be more and more like Jesus and will turn their world upside down for Jesus.

· Cut this out and put it in your Bible and bring it with you over the next few weeks and we will see how they fit perfectly as we look at the role model of the church in the Book of Acts.

As we go through this series we will discover WHY we do what we do here at CCM.  We do what we do because we pattern our church after the church in the book of Acts.  Jesus disciples were doing “church” right!
T Acts 2:1-4 We know that the disciples obeyed Jesus and waited until they were ALL filled with the Holy Spirit – empowered to do ministry like Jesus.  These CF’S began to praise God in languages THEY didn’t know but people from around the world knew what they were saying!
PP: map of people from all over the world at Pentecost

You be a Jewish man or Jewish woman who has come to Jerusalem to celebrate this Jewish religious feast. You pick one of these countries as your home and you walk though these verses and see HOW you respond. 

Acts 2:5-8 (NLT)
5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem.
Remember YOU are THERE…..you come running, you are amazed, you ask what is up with these people speaking YOUR language and praising God?


6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers.
7 They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee,
8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages!


What was God doing?

God was getting ready to start the NT Church with new believers who lived all over the world.  
They would first gather and then scatter.

In Acts 2 we have the beginning of the church – what do we see?
· We see 120 CF’S who had been praying, obeying and waiting to be filled with the power of God.

· These 120 were all filled and God used this to gather a huge crowd of thousands to watch and listen.

· These thousands of Jews believed in God but the Jewish religion left them empty because of all the rules, regulations and dead rituals.

· Peter stands and begins to teach.  This is a different Peter because He is filled with the HS and under the influence of the HS.

· Jesus was the focus of His sermon.
· Peter KNEW that Jesus was the only way to God and forgiveness.  

· During his 3 years of following Jesus, Peter had watch thousands of lives change when the people believed in Jesus.

· Peter starts teaching from the OT scriptures all about the prophecies of the coming Messiah.

· Then Peter then boldly proclaims that Jesus of Nazareth came and fulfilled ALL of these prophecies.

Acts 2:36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
Acts 2:37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

· Remember YOU are there.  For the first time in your life you hear about Jesus – the truth that God sent a Savior for you.

· The HS CONVICTS YOU – the word cut means STABBED.

· Many of these Jewish people including YOU – BELIEVED that Jesus was the Messiah, the Savior – the ONLY way to God.

· So YOU and many of the people ASK – what do we do now? 
· Is it too late for us to change – to find forgiveness and get a new start?

HOW do we change – what should we do?
When someone asks HOW do I change, EACH CF needs to be able to TELL THEM the truth. This is not only for pastor/teachers but for every CF.
R 1 Peter 3:15 (NLT) ….if someone asks about your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it.


Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Now that many believed that Jesus was the Messiah, Peter gives an “altar call” – a call to repent. Where did Peter learn to do this?

Mark 1:14-15 …………..Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" 

· This message of repentance was the primary focus of Jesus’ ministry. 
· It must be the primary focus of the CHURCH TODAY.

· Jesus came so people could spend eternity in Heaven with God.

Repent – a change of mind that brings a change in lifestyle
Good news = anyone can repent, believe, be forgiven and get a new start

That is exactly what Peter offered this people and then he expanded the offer of the good news to the whole world in every generation.
Acts 2:39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off — for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

Acts 2:40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 

· Peter warned, pleaded – please get right with God, make the right choice.

· You can become a FOLLOWER OF JESUS TODAY

· Everything has been done for you.  But YOU must make the decision.

Acts 2:41 (NKJV) Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.


Notice – some refused to change. Some refused to believe in Jesus and refused to repent.

The decisions we make today turn around and make us tomorrow
· But 3000 people were excited, relieved, overjoyed to hear that they could receive forgiveness and get a new start in life.

· They JOYFULLY MADE THE RIGHT DECISION and the CF’S baptized them to show that their repentance was REAL

Next week we see that many of these 3000 STAYED in Jerusalem and met together in the first church services.

What did they do, how did they do church and what were the results.

We will learn the keys to doing CHURCH as GOD DESIGNED.

This was the start of the NT church – it was HUGE - 3120
Notice the keys: the teaching of the word of God, the power of the Holy Spirit, the focus on Jesus is the only way to God and everyone can have a changed life.

CCM CCMV CCMS CCMEO – I am proud of you – together with God WE ARE IMPACTING OUR WORLD – WE ARE STRIVING TO DO CHURCH LIKE BY GOD’S PATTERN!

ALL THOUGH WE ARE FAR FROM PERFECT – GOD IS USING US TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE - CHANGED LIVES!
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