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Unlimited opportunities part 4    t Eph 3:20-21
PP: Egyptian anti-government activists clashed with police
· Daily we look at the headlines and nothing surprises us anymore.

· Over the last few weeks we have been learning that Jesus said the same truth, live today because you don’t know what will happen tomorrow.

· As we follow Jesus we have learned some amazing truths.

Ephesians 3:20 (NLT) Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.


No lack, no excuses, unlimited opportunities
As we follow Jesus – expect the unexpected (say it with me)
· Since our time on earth is limited we want to learn how to BEST use our time.
· We have discovered that the best use of our time and lives is based on just 11 words that Jesus spoke.
T Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 

· From Biblical history we know these 11 words that changed the people who really took that command serious and actually follow Jesus.

· The purpose of studying the Bible is not information but transformation.

· These principles are not just to be written in our notes and Bibles but actually lived OUT.

· I am proud to say that from your emails, your comments on Facebook and to me personally – you are getting it – you are actually learning to follow Jesus every day.

Don’t copy
1. Jesus had a radical message, repent, believe now.

2. Jesus gave a radical call; follow me and let’s do life together.
To follow = become a disciple; a lifelong learner under discipline
3. Jesus demanded a radical response – FOLLOW ME DAILY
· Following Jesus requires 3 things - trust, obedience and an ongoing commitment.
4. Following Jesus opens the door to a radical lifestyle – unlimited opportunities.  EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
Last weekend we learned HOW to follow Jesus
1) We follow by being connected to God and others
2) We follow by listening 

Primarily a CF listens to God through (1) the written Word and (2) through the Holy Spirit.

PP: Donkey – 3) We follow by changing (teachable and flexible)

WHEN WE follow Jesus what will OUR daily lives look like?  
WHAT are Jesus’ goals as WE follow Him?
Pastor Beau testimony

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 

· There are 3 goals that Jesus had for these disciples as they followed him and those 3 goals are the same for us today.
Come, follow me
Follow goal # 1; to know Christ
· As the disciples followed Jesus daily they began to understand that Jesus was God and what God was really like – his character and compassion.

· Jesus would say to them – you have gotten to know me over the last few years and so you NOW know what God is like.

R Phil 3:10 I want to know Christ….
To know = intimate, personal relationship – continuous and dynamic 
· As we follow Jesus we will know God personally and we will know HIS CHARACTER.

· As we follow Jesus we will know that GOD is for us and not against us.

· As we follow Jesus we will know that God sees, cares, comes and delivers in our personal lives.

· As we follow Jesus we will KNOW how to do life right.  Why because God is all knowing, all powerful and everywhere at the same time.
R Eph 1:11 (Msg) It's in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone. 

· As we follow Jesus every day we discover why we are here on this earth.
· We discover that God created everyone with purpose and meaning in their life.

· Someone has said the great tragedy of life is not death but living life WITHOUT purpose. 

Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 

I will make you
Follow goal # 2; to become like Christ 

T Romans 8:28-29 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son…  
Rom 8:29 (Msg) God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him.
· Jesus says come and follow me – COME UNDER MY INFLUENCE and I will MAKE YOU like Me.

· Jesus says - I will teach you, guide you, correct you, encourage you, and equip you and my goal is for you to be like me.

Slide: Commit – to be a growing follower of Jesus  

· That influence of following Jesus would change their lives in 3 ways.

CF’S become like Jesus – the character of Christ

CF’S think like Jesus – the mind of Christ

CF’S minister like Jesus – the works of Christ
· This is a lifelong process that we call sanctification.

· None of us ever arrive but we allow God to work in us in all these areas.

· It is exciting and a joy to be continuing living under HIS influence as we do life together.

· So as we follow Jesus we become the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus.
· We continue the ministry and message of Jesus on the earth.
B Mark 1:17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 

I will make you fishers of men 

Follow goal #3; to make Christ known
· Jesus promises to not only make us like Him but make each of us fishers of men – people who would take the gospel to the whole world.

· We see another aspect of Jesus – HIS HEART

· The heartbeat of Jesus was to go to the lost and share the good news with them. Lost people matter to God 
Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.
CF’S will have HIS heart for the lost and then FISH
· Jesus’ goal was to REPRODUCE himself in his disciples.
· Jesus’ goal is to REPRODUCE himself IN YOU and ME.

Let’s see how Jesus did in the life of one disciple PETER
T Matthew 16:15-23

15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 

16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 

· Peter thinks like Jesus – he has the mind of Jesus

Say with me WOW

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!" 

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men." 

· Peter BLOWS it big time, just like we all do at times.
· Peter looks MORE like Peter than Jesus.

Say with me WOE
Remember we are all in a process of learning and being teachable. 

Jesus gives 3 corrections to Peter…..Peter listen up….learn these.

· Peter, get behind me 

· Followers of Jesus follow God – they don’t lead God

· Peter, don’t be a stumbling block

· Followers of Jesus live as stepping stones, not stumbling blocks

When we don’t follow Jesus and live by God’s plan we also stumble people in their walk with God.

· Peter, quit thinking like a man

· Followers of Jesus think like God

Peter, Satan has influenced your mind.

Peter – my words were the truth – I am going to the cross
Remember to follow Jesus we listen to and obey THE WORD
T Acts 3:1-11

1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer — at three in the afternoon. 

· Like Pastor Beau, Peter and John were simply doing everyday life

· And watch what God opens for them.  
EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
2 Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 

3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 

4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!" 

5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. 

6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 

7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. 

8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
· Peter LOOKS and MINISTERS just like Jesus.  

· Peter has faith like Jesus.  He learned that God could heal anyone.
· Peter had the faith to believe that Jesus could heal this man.
What do we have to give to a hurting world?

CF’S have lots to give the world – just like Jesus
· Because God lives in us we have whatever is need to give to a hurting world.  NO LACK  NO EXCUSES
· We have God’s healing power to give

· We have God’s comfort to give

· We have God’s wisdom to give

· We have God’s answers to give.

The rest of chapter 3 is an amazing teaching from Peter where he tells the people that Jesus did the miracle and they can be changed by repenting and believing in Jesus as well.
Acts 4:1-13

1 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people.

2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 

3 They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 

4 But many who heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand. 

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
· When the good news is proclaimed, WE never know who or how many will believe.  But remember God’s word NEVER returns void.

7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you do this?" 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people! 

· While following Jesus Peter discovered the “secret” to Jesus’ ministry - Jesus lived filled with the Power of the Holy Spirit.

· Peter is just like Jesus – living under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 

· Peter learned from Jesus that the only way to God, the only way to forgiveness and the only way to Heaven was through Jesus.
· Every TRUE CF understands this TRUTH.
· This was the same RADICAL message that Jesus gave at the start of his ministry – repent, believe and then follow.
If you want to be saved, there is only ONE way and Jesus is that way.
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 

· The religious leaders saw ORDINARY men who looked, talked and ministered just like Jesus.
· Those 3 years with Jesus had changed them to think, be and minister just like Jesus.

· Jesus HAD reproduced HIS life, his character, his ministry in THEM.

· This powerful lifestyle was not due to lingering contact from the past but to a CURRENT vital LIVING relationship RIGHT NOW.

Jesus was ALIVE in Peter and John right then and it showed.
· Do people around us – know, see, feel that WE have been with Jesus?????
· If we are truly following, then YES they will and we can:

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED
Acts 4:16 “What are we going to do with these men?” they asked. “Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. 

· The religious leaders didn’t get it.  They were trying to stop GOD.

· God cannot be stopped.

· God sent Jesus to reproduce himself and the world would never be the same.

· That is why we are here – right now – changing the world for Jesus.

It is VERY exciting following Jesus as he CHANGES US and we get to CHANGE OUR WORLD for Him

Stand at all our campuses
I want to pray for our feet today

NEW steps in 2011 – just like Peter and John

Fresh, forward, steps of faith

How can you know God?
1. Realize and admit that you are a sinner...

2. Recognize that Jesus Christ died on the cross for you...

3. Repent of your sin...

4. Receive Jesus Christ into your life...
5. Start following Jesus today WITH A BIG FAMILY
