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Unlimited opportunities part 3    t Eph 3:20-21
Last week all of us put on our sandals and listened to what Jesus said to his first four disciples.  We learned FOUR keys.
Video: Let’s get in the mood – put yourself here in Israel and then we will learn HOW to follow Jesus

1. Jesus had a radical message, repent, believe now.

2. Jesus gave a radical call; follow me and let’s do life together.

To follow = become a disciple; a lifelong learner under discipline
· To follow means to walk the same road.

3. Jesus demanded a radical response – following Jesus requires trust, obedience and an ongoing commitment.

· Following Jesus is not an event but a DAILY lifestyle
· No one can follow Jesus part time and be successful

· God saved us and wants us to follow Him DAILY so he can make us like Him and also change our world.

4. Following Jesus opens the door to a radical lifestyle – unlimited opportunities.  

My future has unlimited opportunities - when I follow Jesus DAILY
· We become the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus.
That brought up the BIG question – EXACTLY HOW do we follow Jesus?
1) We follow by being connected to God and others
T Luke 6:12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 
13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 
14 Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 
15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 
16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. 

· Notice one of the first things Jesus after he started his ministry.  Jesus picked some other men to help in the ministry.

· Jesus didn’t do ministry – life ALONE.

· Jesus was showing us that as we follow Him on the road of life we follow as a family; connected to others.

· For the next few years Jesus would do life WITH these ORDINARY men.
R Romans 12:4-5 (NLT) Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do. And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others.


· God designed us as a body and He wants us to work together as a team.

· Each of us has an equal, valuable and YET diverse function.

· Every person is this church is VITAL to God’s plans being accomplished.
· One of the key words in the book of Acts is the word TOGETHER.
R Acts 2:46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 

PP: 3rd C – Connect – to others in personal vibrant relationships
· God made us to do life together with Him and with other people.  

· We all need to be loved and need to love others.

· We all need to be held accountable and encouraged to keep our commitments.

Hebrews 3:13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 

Encourage - To urge, to confront, to come alongside, to spur into action
· THIS WEEKEND - stop at one of the tables at your campus and get find out HOW to get CONNECTED.

· Get connected in one of our small groups, home groups, Bible Studies.
· Quit trying to follow Jesus ALONE – it will not work.

· If you are going to be successful following Jesus, you have to be connected to GOD and other CF’S.
App: Turn to your neighbor and say – get connected

PP: OnStar coming to a non-GM car near you.  
About 15 years ago, GM created OnStar where the push of a blue button in cars and trucks connects the driver to a LIVE advisor at any time. That LIVE advisor assists with emergency road assistance, turn-by-turn navigation and even automatic crash detection.
· Wouldn’t it be awesome to just be able to push that blue on button and get a LIVE ADVISOR at any time?

· Someone who could give us all the wisdom and direction we needed every day in life? 

· Well God’s plan is BETTER than OnStar and it comes FREE to every CF.

2) We follow by listening 

Luke 6:12-13

12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 
13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles
· There is no doubt that these 12 men later asked Jesus – how did you choose us? How did you know who to choose to follow you?

· Jesus would tell them that I follow God by listening to Him.
Actually for these 12 disciples it was easy to follow when Jesus was alive.
· They followed by actually LISTENING to Jesus speak and then obeyed HIS words. 

· But after Jesus went back to Heaven how would they hear God’s words and directions so they could follow?

T John 14:16-18 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  

· Jesus said another member of the trinity is coming to take my place.

· The Holy Spirit would be just LIKE Jesus (allos = one of the very same kind)  
John 14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 

John 16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 

Every CF has God - the Holy Spirit LIVING inside of them 

· Notice “our way” of following Jesus is better than the disciples’ way.

· When Jesus was on the earth, He could only be in one place at one time. 

· To follow Jesus each of the disciples had to be physically with him.
· But today all 2 billion CF’S can follow Jesus because the Holy Spirit is in each one of us – teaching us and directing our INDIVIDUAL lives.

We OFTEN forget the truth: 
We have our own ONSTAR living IN US! – God is living in us - WOW; AMAZING

Well Pastor Mark – HOW does the Holy Spirit teach and direct us?
· God speaks to us in many ways (through our conscience, other people, our circumstances and even dreams and visions)

· But today I want to talk about the two most common ways that God speaks to us.

Primarily a CF listens to God through (1) the written Word and (2) through the Holy Spirit.

R Matt 4:4 Jesus answered, "It is written: `Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  

 

· God made us so that nothing can really satisfy us except God. 
· Because God was a loving creator, He wanted to communicate with man. 
· So God wrote through the person of the Holy Spirit a “user’s manual of life called the Bible.  

T 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.  

 2 Timothy 3:17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

 

· The Bible is God’s MIND to us.

· Everything we need to KNOW to do life right is found in the Word of God.
Psalms 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.  

· So as we read and study God’s word, God SPEAKS to us through the living word of God.
· Today as I am teaching the word of God; God is SPEAKING to all of us.
Illus: I was listening to a teacher this week at the SE CC pastor’s conference.  As he was teaching the word, God spoke to my heart.
He was talking about how selfish we are thinking only of ourselves. So when I got home the first thing I did was apologize to Lynda my wife for only thinking of myself. 
The 2nd most common way God speaks to us is through the Holy Spirit.
Acts 8:29 (NLT) The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.”


· If we are going to be useful to God we have to be sensitive to His leading.
· Philip cannot turn to the OT and find a written passage that says when you get to the desert go over and walk beside the carriage.
R Romans 8:14 (Balmer) CF’S are led by the Holy Spirit
· This is a promise from God.  Jesus said the Holy Spirit would lead us just like He did while on the earth.

Illus: During the pastors conference someone asked, do you have a Wednesday night service at CCM.  I answered yes, why do you ask.

Pastor Pancho from CC Montebello wants to come and worship.  Immediately I HEARD the HS say – invite Pancho to speak on Wednesday night.  I did and it was a wonderful evening! 

CF - God is going to lead you- believe, listen and obey
· EVERY CF can EXPECT God to lead them by the Holy Spirit every day.

· But remember that everything we hear from the Holy Spirit MUST line up with the written word of God.
· The Spirit is speaking ALL the time to us and we must be listening and sensitive so we can obey.
· That is why following Jesus is a 24/7 ongoing lifestyle – never weird but always exciting.


PP: Donkey being PULLED, FORCED, COERCED 

They say a picture is worth a 1000 words.  What does this picture say to YOU?
3) We follow by changing (teachable and flexible)
Psalm 32:9 (NLT) Do not be like a senseless horse or mule that needs a bit and bridle to keep it under control.”


We are warned not to be like a mule, obstinately refusing to obey when directed.

God I am NOT going to do that – are you kidding?

· Following Jesus requires a positive submissive attitude 

· This year there are so many things that God is going to teach us.

· Most of those will require change.

· But changing, being teachable and flexible is often difficult for us.

Mark Twain "The only one who likes change is a wet baby."

· Here is a huge danger: Many people “read” the Bible just for information.  

· But God gave us HIS written word for transformation.

God wants to TRANSFORM our lives through our own Bible study  

 
· The main purpose of reading the Bible is not to accumulate data about Him, but to "come to Him," to encounter Him as our living God.  

· As we get to know Him, we learn to trust Him and then we can easily hear Him as He speaks to us.

· Then as we continue to read, believe and obey the Word, we will be CHANGED and be like Jesus, think like Jesus, and minister like Jesus.  

If nothing changes, nothing changes

But if something changes – then something changes
T Luke 5:1-8 (Background) 

· Peter (Simon) had had spent all night casting out nets into the still lake waters and pulling them back. 
· No fish — ALL night long – zero, nada, nothing.

· By morning, Peter was frustrated and tired while he washed the nets that had brought in nothing all night.

1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 

2 he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 

3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch." 

· Peter listens to Jesus’ command and obeys even though he thinks NOTHING can happen.  
· After all he had fished all night – the fish were on vacation.

5 Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets." 

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 

7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" 

Peter was learning that following Jesus would lead to an amazing life.

"Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves, when our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little, when we arrive safely because we sailed too close to the shore.   

· The greatest privilege of a CF is to follow Jesus and be led by God.

· We are all traveling the road of life which is new to us and let’s be totally honest; we don’t know the way.

· God has given us HIS written word and the person of the Holy Spirit to lead us on a personally guided tour where there are unlimited opportunities.

Psalms 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.  

Let’s tell God this together as we read it.
God I am ready and excited to follow you

God I am ready to be changed on the inside

God I am ready to change the world through YOU
God I am ready to make you look GOOD.
PP: picture of following Jesus

· Understand that following Jesus is an invitation to a journey of a lifetime.

· Jesus offers that lifestyle to YOU today.

· All you have to do is repent, believe and follow.

· The only way to do life is by FOLLOWING Jesus.
