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Don’t know what to do - God does 2 Chr 20
3 PP’s: What will 2010 bring for Lynda and I; our daughter and son-in-law and their children; for Lee our son and his daughter? Lynda and I learned a great LIFE principle from our parents – here it is.
God - we don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on you    (say it with me)
PP: Good Riddance Day? 
The co-organizers of New Year’s Eve in Times Square invited the public to say goodbye, once and for all, to those bad memories of 2009. Organizers encouraged people to write their grievances down and then throw the lists into shredders symbolizing the act of letting go of painful memories, bad experiences, foolish mistakes, bad relationships, and dumb choices.

Participants could even use a sledgehammer in case the shredder didn’t provide enough emotional release.


PP: Out with the Old, in with the New!

· What would you have written down on your list?  

· All of us can think of a few bad choices that we made in 2009.

· This principle is not new – in fact the Bible tells us the key to this principle of out with the old and in with the new.

T Philippians 3:13-14 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

The only way to move forward is to let go of the past
· Satan loves to have us living with our past bad choices, sins and even hurts.

· But God tells us we can break the power of OUR past by living in forgiveness.

To live TODAY - we must live in forgiveness
· Over the next few weeks we are going to learn HOW to forgive and forget and live 2010 in freedom.

· We will learn HOW to find the courage and wisdom to stop living in the past and move forward with God’s help.

· We will learn HOW to know God and HIS will for life in 2010.
Remember: If something changes THEN something changes

PP: Cat (Heaven??)
T 2 Chr 20 Background  Jehoshaphat was the king of the nation of Israel. He was a godly king but he disobeyed God and made a bad choice by entering into a union with an ungodly king.  This decision and sin almost cost him his life.  But God spared him and he asked forgiveness and began to lead Israel back on track spiritually as a nation.

2 Chronicles 20:1 After this, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to make war on Jehoshaphat. 

2 Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, "A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Sea. It is already in Hazazon Tamar" (that is, En Gedi).   

“After this” (another translation = IT HAPPENED)
As Jehoshaphat was doing right for GOD - bringing religious renewal and legal reform, Satan gets mad and puts up a huge fight.  There is a VAST army coming to destroy Judah.

· We can always expect spiritual warfare when we are impacting Satan’s kingdom by changed lives.

· None of us know what is ahead in 2010 but we know this key - Life is not a playground but a battlefield.

“Against you”
· Spiritually speaking we don’t have an army against us
· But there will be people, circumstances and certainly Satan who will come against us in 2010.
R Romans 8:31 (NLT)…  SINCE God is for us, who can ever be against us?


Remember in 2010 that God is FOR YOU.
3 Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. 

· Alarmed by the VAST invading army, Jehoshaphat did the right thing – he decided to ask God for help.  He PRAYED.
· We know we shouldn’t be fearful.  But sometimes we are.

Actually SOME fear can be good IF it drives us to God.
· To show God that he was serious and that the nation REALLY needed God’s help, the king called for a nationwide fast.

· We will talk about fasting next weekend

4 The people of Judah came together to seek help from the Lord; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him. 

ADMIT we need God’s wisdom, God’s direction and God’s help
PRIDE often keeps us from admitting we need the help of God.
T Proverbs 3:5 -7 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 

Acknowledge him: to know God intimately – personal experience from spending time with God.
· One of the wisest things we can do is simply to ADMIT we need God’s help.  It defeats “I will do it myself attitude”.
· Admitting we need God’s help defeats our pride.
· Admitting we need God’s wisdom = fearing God.

T Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.

· The fear of the Lord is to respect God for WHO He is.

· We admit that God is God and we are not

· We admit that God knows everything that is going to happen in 2010 and we don’t.
After we admit we need direction, HOW will God give us HIS wisdom?
T Proverbs 2:1-6

1 My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 

2 turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, 

3 and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, 

4 and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 

5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 
Read, study, and obey God’s word
· God speaks his wisdom to us in many ways.

· He speaks through creation, he speaks to us personally in our spirit, he speaks through divine appointments, he speaks through open or closed doors and he speaks though other CF’S.
· But PRIMARILY God speaks to us through HIS WRITTEN WORD.

Mark Batterson “When we open the Bible, it’s like God opens His mouth.”
· Because God is a loving creator, He wanted to communicate with man.  So God wrote through the Holy Spirit a “user’s manual – a treasure map of life called the Bible.  

· Without the Bible it would be very easy to be mistaken about what we THINK God is saying through our circumstances and our inner promptings because our natural desires often distort our perceptions.   
· We cannot live on feelings but the TRUTH of God’s written word.

Sadly much of the “Christian world” lives as if there was no BIBLE.

They are unaware that God IS speaking TODAY through His written word.
· Notice all the if’s in verses 1-5
· We must read the word, store it up in our hearts and then of course OBEY the word.

· The wisdom of God is there for us but we must go and get it – THEN we get the direction we need for TODAY.
PP: Heath feeding himself.   Is this a picture of you SPIRITUALLY?
· God designed CF’S to feed themselves spiritually.  

· If you want to live in wisdom this year, YOU must feed yourself consistently with the WORD of God. YES - it is a Spiritual discipline.
Illus: Eating an apple…..wow juicy, firm, and delicious.


· Listening to other people teach is Biblical and needed but it is always second handed.  In some ways it is like watching me eat.

· YOU need to feed YOURSELF. YOU need to experience God YOURSELF.
PP:  Journaling is the daily process / discipline of examining and evaluating my life in written form
R Jeremiah 30:2 "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 'Write in a book all the words I have spoken to you. 

Illus: Show my journal

· Daily Devotions on our website (6 days a week)

· The adventure of journaling CD MB 255

3 PP: YOU Version Want to make the Bible a part of your daily life? Reading plans can help you out. You pick the plan (20+ to choose from) and each day a special selection will be ready and waiting for you.

Look Prov 2:6 For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

John Phillips:  “Knowledge and understanding did not come from the mouths of Buddha and Muhammad. Knowledge and understanding do not come from the mouths of politicians, educators, philosophers, or scientists.

Wisdom and knowledge do not come from the mouths of familiar spirits or mediums. People….and great thinkers have made quotable statements, astute observations and thus have attracted millions of followers, but TRUE WISDOM cannot be found in worldly ideologies - the LORD GIVES WISDOM.”

God is the SOURCE of all TRUE wisdom.  
Back to 2 Chr 20:5 Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the Lord in the front of the new courtyard 

6 and said: "O Lord, God of our fathers, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations…..
ACKNOWLEDGE the sovereignty of God 

· He acknowledged God's sovereignty over HIS current situation.
· There will be many times in 2010 when we do not totally understand the circumstances that we find ourselves in.

· But the Bible tells us that nothing comes into our lives without FIRST passing through the hands of our loving God.  (Exception – if we sin, do life on our own, then we will reap from those bad choices)

God is in Heaven and he is the ruler of the whole world.  

Currently we know that Satan is ruling this world but Satan is ruling only because God allows it at the present time.
God has also given each person the capacity of choice (free will).

We can overrule God but we will pay for it dearly.

Stay in HIS WILL and know that God will work all things together for GOOD.
Verse 6 - Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you.

ACKNOWLEDGE the greatness of God
· When faced with difficult times and decisions, we need to remind ourselves of the greatness of God.
· Remember there is NOTHING too hard for God.

· The king is saying to himself – God you are greater than the problem I am facing RIGHT NOW.

· He is talking about the character of God – all knowing, all powerful, everywhere at the same time.

Remember WHO we are praying to: 

God, the Ruler of Heaven and Earth

God, the sovereign one who is in control

God, who wants to answer OUR prayers
God, who KNOWS what to do in every situation.

In 2010 we need to pray OFTEN – thinking about the character of God.
7 O our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? 
· Based on God’s faithfulness in the past, Jehoshaphat now appealed to the Lord to deal with the present emergency and to give his people success.

ACKNOWLEDGE God has directed YOU in the past
Every CF has HISTORY with God – a history of BLESSINGS

· One of the things I have in my journal book is a section called GOD’s GOODNESS.

· When I need a faith boost – I reread some of those pages that contain great history of God fulfilling his promises to me.
How did you get where you are RIGHT NOW?  If you are a CF it is the goodness of God.  God is always at work in our lives – looking for ways to bless us and expand His kingdom.

Homework for the week – look back at your journal or from your memory and think of all the blessings God did in your life in 2009.   Thank God SPECIFICALLY for those.  We have the same God in 2010 as we did in 2009 - BUILD YOUR FAITH FOR 2010!
8 They have lived in it and have built in it a sanctuary for your Name, saying, 

9 'If calamity comes upon us, whether the sword of judgment, or plague or famine, we will stand in your presence before this temple that bears your Name and will cry out to you in our distress, and you will hear us and save us.' 

BELIEVE that God will hear and answer YOUR prayers
· Notice the king is realistic - he acknowledges their current problem.   
· We need to take our problems to God.

· Some people say we are never to address our problems – that is wrong.  
· All through the Bible we see God answering prayers when the people acknowledge THEIR problem (Red sea, 5 loaves and 2 fish, Lazarus is dead etc)
10 "But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade when they came from Egypt; so they turned away from them and did not destroy them. 

11 See how they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of the possession you gave us as an inheritance. 

REMEMBER God ways are NOT our ways
· The king says God if you would have allowed us to destroy them years ago, we would not be in this problem NOW. 
· We need to be careful when we question God.

· There will be many times in 2010 when we cannot figure out what God is doing.  Simply trust him – his sovereignty.
· God’s ways are always BETTER than our way.

· God ALWAYS does the right thing.
Often God allows storms and trials to increase our faith and our endurance.
12 O our God, will you not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you." 
· We admit we don’t have the power to win this battle.

· We admit we need your help.

· We are totally dependent on YOU.

· We are focusing not on the problem but ON YOU – OUR GOD

God - we don’t know what to do, but our eyes are on you (say it with me)
There are only two ways to live in 2010

1. Do life with God and HIS wisdom

2. Do life without God- using our human wisdom

Here is the way to change – out with the old and in with the NEW
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT) This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

· God can do in a second what no person can do.

· God wants to forgive you and live inside you.

· TODAY - you can have a new start with your old life forgiven and forgotten.

· God loves NEW beginnings. 

· You can leave here today with wisdom and direction for life in 2010.
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