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Step out in faith; sing out in thanks 2 Chr 20 week 3
PP: Military armor - We know well that all over the world at anytime there are many wars going on. Usually the soldiers are well equipped with powerful armor.

PP: OT armor – This is what armor looked like during the OT days 
But today we will see that Israel’s armor will be very different.
PP: Map - Judah was being invaded by a VAST ENEMY ARMY. They were soon to be at war. 
· King Jehoshaphat was alarmed and called the whole nation to prayer and fasting.
· Many of you on all our campuses have been using one of our 3 recommended fasts.

· I want to encourage you as you are praying and fasting for these 7-21 days.  Many of you have discovered that you are much more sensitive to hear from God when we deny our flesh and honor Him.
· Thanks for being HUNGRY for God.

R Psalm 37:23 (NLT) The Lord directs the steps of the godly. He delights in every detail of their lives.


R Psalm 34:8 (NLT) Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!


We know that Israel did humble themselves and ask God for help and the truth of both of these verses became REAL for the whole nation.
They told God that they didn’t know what to do but their eyes were on Him.

God then supernaturally answered their prayers through a prophecy from the Holy Spirit. This prophecy encouraged the people because God told them the battle was his and all they had to do was show up and watch God do HIS THING. Look at God’s amazing battle plan.
T 2 Chronicles 20:17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you
· Let’s put our sandals on and become part of these 1000’s of Jews as they end their fasting and prayer time. Learn THIS PRINCIPLE.
CF – everyday you are in a SPIRITUAL battle
· There are two opposing armies fighting for the souls of men and women.

· They are the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan.

· The moment a person becomes a CF, they enter into spiritual warfare.

2 Cor 10:3-4 (NLT) We are human, but we don’t wage war as humans do. We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly weapons….


T Ephesians 6:11-12 (NLT) Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.

Every day we battle temptation, pressure, and evil rulers... of the unseen.
· Our will power will not work in a spiritual battle

· God’s power IN US will work in a spiritual battle
Let’s look at HOW we can be successful with God’s weapons and God’s armor

B 2 Chronicles 20:18 Jehoshaphat bowed with his face to the ground, and (THEN) all the people of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the Lord. 

Put on the armor of humility
· God hates pride but loves humility.  
· Notice that the KING set the example for all the people.  
· Instead of people bowing down to him, the KING humbled himself and bowed down to God. 

· The next thing we see is that ALL the people humbled themselves and fell down in worship before God.
Leaders/parents – set a humble example (people are watching)
2 Chronicles 20:19 Then some Levites from the Kohathites and Korahites stood up and praised the Lord, the God of Israel, with very loud voice. 

Put on the armor of worship and thanks
· The people worshipped and praised God with their voices.  

· They were THANKING Him for his goodness.

The primary purpose of worship is to glorify God – to assign WORTH to God.
· Worship is our NATURAL response for who God is and what he has done.

· The whole nation was THANKING GOD for his promise to defeat this vast army that was about to destroy them.

2 Chronicles 20:20 Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful."

· Early in the morning they SET OUT. 

· They believed what God had told them and they stepped out in faith.

Put on the armor of faith
· Everyone has faith and lives by faith.  YOU live by faith and trust.

· You drove here believing that you car would start and stop, that the red lights would work and people would obey them.

· We have faith when we step onto a plane.

We have faith in many things NOT KNOWING HOW they actually work.
Heb 11:1 (TLB) What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead. 

2 Chronicles 20:20 ………Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful."

Faith = complete confidence that God will do what He said (promised)
· The object of faith is God himself and His word

· True faith must always be based on a command or promise of God.
· These Israelites stepped out because God spoke a promise to them.

Where do WE find the promises of God?
R Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

Faith comes from believing God and His word

· Prayer and fasting helps to build our faith

· Reading the word of God helps to build our faith

R Psalm 19:7-8 (NLT) The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight for living.


Faith must be exercised or tested to grow

· Faith is just like a muscle that must be exercised or it will atrophy.

· God knows this so He designed our lives to be one venture of faith after another.  These Israelites were going to have to exercise THEIR faith.
· Life is faith’s gymnasium.

Put on the armor of active faith - obedience
· God told them what to do – but they had to step out and do it.

· So notice early the next day they stepped out.

· Not two days later, not just thinking about what God said….but they steeped out in faith as God had told them to do.

· Good intentions will never win the battle.

· They had faith in God; they had faith in God’s word; enough faith to OBEY!

Joshua 1:8 (NLT) Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.


2 Chronicles 20:21 After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying:"Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever." 

· Can you imagine going out to meet a VAST well equipped army with a praise band?

· That reminds us that God’s ways are NOT our ways.

· They marched to the battlefield as though they were going to a festival, the singers leading the way
Why could they be so confident with no human armor or weapons?

It was from their armor of FAITH - they were confident enough in God’s promise of victory that the choir marched in front of the army, singing psalms. 
Say this with me - Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever  

Homework: Psalm 136
2 Chronicles 20:22 As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes……... 

· As they began to sing and praise - This worship caused God to MOVE into action. You see you and I were created to worship God.

· God didn’t create us only to know Him and to serve Him but God created us to WORSHIP HIM.

R Revelation 4:11 (NLT) “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created all things, and they exist because you created what you pleased.”

· We were created for God’s pleasure – the pleasure of fellowship. 
· That’s why we exist, in order to bring God pleasure and to worship Him!  
2 Chronicles 20:22 As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated. 

2 Chronicles 20:23 The men of Ammon and Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 

2 Chronicles 20:24 When the men of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped. 

· Somehow God caused confusion among the enemy, who mistakenly turned upon themselves and slaughtered each other.
· What God had said would happen – did happen!

We can always trust God’s word
· How did this confusion happen? 

· Some commentators think that God caused the men in the different armies to be confused and simply turn on each other.

· BUT many commentators think this may have been done by angels who supernaturally appeared and set off this uncontrolled and deadly panic. 
Pastor Mark do you really believe in angels?
· Yes all through the Bible we see 100’s of times when angels who are messengers of God intervening for God on earth.

· In fact later in 2 Ch 32 – the Bible tells us that the Lord sent an angel and that angel killed the whole army.

PP: Underground tunnel exposing the Western Wall in Jerusalem.
· Explain the details. Girl was going through the tunnels on the same day that we had taken the tour

· She is a believer and back at the hotel that night she started looking at all the pictures she had taken during the day.

· She came upon this picture and was SHOCKED.

PP: angel picture - Israel trip – we do not know for sure.  But this is NOT a fake picture 
· This angelic being was NOT in the tunnel or he picture when she took it.

· This picture was taken at a place that the Jews believe is close to the Holies of Holies.  Ladies often pray there because they feel close to God.

· When the Jewish guide saw the picture he was shocked and scared.  

· He himself couldn’t sleep that night.

· Was this angel trying to say something to him and the group?

WOW – There is a real spirit world and you and I are in a spiritual battle for the lives of men and women. For those of us who are CF’S – this helps to increase our faith in God.

Pastor Mark – I cannot wait to show this picture to my unbelieving friends, once they see it THEY WILL BELIEVE and become Christians.

No way - notice what the Bible teaches.

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

Becoming a CF happens only by FAITH. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Closing
The Spirit world is REAL. There is a real God who created you to know him

We do that by coming into a meaningful, loving relationship with God. 

We admit we are sinners and that we need God’s loving forgiveness. 

In  a moment we are going to stand and close with an amazing worship song.
If you want to become a CF – 

To know that your sins are forgiven and that you are going to Heaven

Then I want you to come up to the pastor DURING the time that the congregation is singing.

Each campus is going to worship with their own praise band.

Please no one leaving

Listen to the words as you sing.

Allow you praise to rise up to the MOST HIGH GOD

The song covers all of life, times of dryness, times of in the fire, times of spiritual warfare and times on the mountain top of life.

Bridge:
All of my life
In every season
You are still God
I have a reason to sing
I have a reason to worship

Again….if you want to become a CF or make a recommitment and come back to God – come upfront and see the pastor during this song.
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