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Unlimited opportunities pt 2    t Eph 3:20-21
Last weekend we learned that our FUTURE is connected to TODAY
SIGN: TODAY – FUTURE
1) We know our FUTURE is in God’s hands
2) We know our FUTURE involves time

3) We know our FUTURE includes everything needed for Godly success.

R 2 Peter 1:3 (NLT) By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.  NO LACK
4) We know our FUTURE has unlimited possibilities 

Ephesians 3:20 (NLT) Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.


· God’s is way bigger in action and thought than we ever will understand. We don’t want to limit God by our finite minds.  NO EXCUSES
 

T James 4:13-15

13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." 

14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

15 Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 

· We see that this person is making plans, setting goals to make a profit.

· The Bible encourages planning, goal setting and making a profit.

PROBLEM – this person is making these plans are made WITHOUT God.

SOLUTION – consult God FIRST in all our plans

Also notice this person ASSUMES he will be living tomorrow, but God reminds him that life is short and life is to be lived and enjoyed TODAY.

SIGN: TODAY - TOMORROW   
5) We know our FUTURE starts today WITH GOD

Pastor Mark what exactly does it mean to do life WITH GOD TODAY?
Glad you asked!  Let’s go back 2000 years and visit the Sea of Galilee where Jesus will give us the answer.

Picture:  Mark and Lynda overlooking Sea of Galilee 

Let’s put our sandals on today and be one of the people Jesus meets.

APP: Turn to your neighbor and say – everything I learn today has application for me –I’ve got my sandals on!
T Mark 1:14-15

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 

15 "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" 

Jesus is announcing His radical message of salvation to the people.

· Notice the word TIME
· This word means "the strategic opportunity, the decisive time"
· Jesus was saying; the time is NOW – this is your time of opportunity - don’t let it pass you by.
· The word involves URGENCY – like fruit on a vine ready for picking
· The time to ACT is now; don’t delay or you will miss out.
1) RADICAL message – Repent, believe NOW

· Jesus understood the principle of time as we taught last week.

· The real question is not what time is it but how am I using my time.

· Jesus’ message – don’t miss this opportunity – now is the time to change your life forever.
After announcing his radical message Jesus would CALL 12 men to become his disciples, his team to take this message to the whole world. 

TODAY THIS CALL is to EVERY PERSON who becomes a Christian
Mark 1:16-20

16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 

17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  

18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 

20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

· The book of John tells us that some months earlier Jesus had met these four men.
· They all had come to repentance and belief but now Jesus was going to give them a RADICAL invitation.

PP: Picture  
2) RADICAL call – follow me; let’s do life together

· What did those few words mean to these 4 men?
· In its simplest term to follow means to walk the same road.

· It was a common invitation from Jesus all through the Bible.

R Mark 2:14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 

R Luke 18:22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

To follow = become a disciple; a lifelong learner under discipline

· Jesus was saying to them, come and do life everyday with me.

· I want you to copy my example of living.

· I will be your role model – here is how to do life right.

Illus: Jesus was inviting these ordinary men to come do life together.

He wanted to show them how to change their world as they themselves would be changed to be just like Jesus.

APP: You’ve got your sandals on what is Jesus saying to you NOW?
· To follow Jesus what would these four men have to do?

3) RADICAL response - (includes trust, obedience, ongoing commitment)
Trust – to follow someone you have to trust them.
· If you are looking for directions, you have to trust that the person giving you the directions KNOWS what they are talking about.

Illus: Interesting that our GPS systems often give DIFFERENT directions.

· Think about this – the disciples didn’t know where they were going, they didn’t know what that night would look like, they didn’t know what tomorrow or the next year would look like either.

T Psalms 139: 3-6 (NLT)
3 You chart the path ahead of me and tell me where to stop and rest. Every moment you know where I am. 

4 You know what I am going to say even before I say it, LORD. 

5 You both precede and follow me. You place your hand of blessing on my head. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too great for me to know! 
App: We already know that God has every CF’S future in his loving hands.

We KNOW that God’s will for us is better than any plan we come up with.

I can tell you after 60 years of following Jesus – you can TRUST GOD with every area of your life.

Corrie Ten Boom "Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God." 

Obedience – if you trust someone then you will obey them
· Notice Peter and Andrew left everything including their fishing business. John and James left everything including their father. 
· There were NO excuses, simply radical obedience.
· If you and I are going to follow Jesus there are some things that we will leave behind as well.

· God becomes first in our lives and whatever He asks us to do we simply obey.

App: is there ANYTHING or ANYONE that is keeping you from following Jesus?
Ongoing commitment – if you really trust someone you will obey them no matter what – no matter what it costs – no matter if obeying seems radical.
This is where the “rubber” meets the road.

This is where we see if a person is truly converted and going to Heaven.

We have so many people who say they believe in Jesus but they are NOT FOLLOWING JESUS.  They do not have a daily intimate relationship with Him and thus most are NOT going to Heaven.
Illus: What if later Peter and Andrew say to Jesus, thanks so much for the last two months.  Following you has been incredible.  We really enjoyed it.  We know now that we are going to Heaven since we have been saved but we have talked and we need to go back to our former life.

We have so many things we need to do; we have plans to expand our fishing business and maybe later we can join up with you again.
· Following Jesus is not an event but a DAILY lifestyle
· God didn’t save us just to get us to Heaven

· God saved us and wants us to follow Him DAILY so he can make us like Him and change our world.

No one can follow Jesus part time and be successful
App:

· I have learned the hard way that when I decide to make my own decisions and plans; when I lean to my own wisdom and understanding – nothing good happens.

· BUT I have also learned that God is forgiving, graceful and patient; OFTEN He has forgiven me and reminded me to FOLLOW HIM TODAY.

Have YOU stopped following Jesus daily, repent and get started NOW
Every day you are missing out on a fulfilled exciting lifestyle!
· What did following Jesus DAILY do for these disciples?

· What will following Jesus DAILY do for you and me?

4) RADICAL lifestyle – always leads to unlimited possibilities

Kent Hughes: "following Jesus meant an immensely expanded life.  The horizon of these fisherman's lives was bound by the margins of Galilee.  Once in a while they went down to Jerusalem for a festival. But by an large they knew little more than the deck of their boat, the currents of the lake, and the handful of people in the marketplace.

Then Christ came, and how their world changed.  In place of Galilee came the world. John was to become the bishop of Ephesus. Peter would go to Rome.....and Andrew as far as the borders of Russia."

· Jesus knew that once these men began following their lives would have unlimited potential.  They would NEVER BE THE SAME.
If we follow Jesus, we become the hands, feet and mouth of Jesus
· We get to change our WORLD daily for God!
· So why the confusion, why do so many CF’S not really follow; why are unbelievers CONFUSED?

Follow Jesus – exciting adventure or boring obligation?
· Many of our unsaved friends and neigbors say - why would I want to go to church.....I don't want to be bored....to be yelled at...to be forced to give money.....I don't want to hear a list of do's and don'ts....
· Actually many part time followers of Jesus don’t get it either and thus they are missing out on so much.
There is nothing more exciting ...more expanding....more challenging...than following Jesus on a daily basis.    In spite of all the difficulties and trials....the life of a CF is the absolute best life in the world.
My future has unlimited possibilities when I follow Jesus DAILY
Pastor Mark EXACTLY how do we follow Jesus daily?

· Next weekend we will show the steps to following Jesus daily.

· Following Jesus is not complicated. 

· The three keys we will teach – we follow Jesus daily through obedience to the word, through prayer and through the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

PP: empty fishing boat on Sea of Galilee

· Some of you here have never begun to reach your full potential that God has for you.

· Some of you have been living in a rut – spiritually going nowhere.

· You are sitting on a fishing boat with no excitement and nothing of eternal value happening.

· You are MISSING out on a fulfilled life.

· What IF one of these disciples would have said NO to Jesus’ offer to follow Him.

· They would have MISSED out on LIFE.

I am here to once again disturb you – to help you start following Jesus

God wants to move you from here to THERE – get moving by following Jesus.
PP: Put yourself in this picture – this is REAL LIFE

Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess, 
we have lost our thirst for the waters of life, having fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity, and in our efforts to build a new earth, we have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim.   
· CF God wants to make your life fulfilling and useful

· To do that you have to follow him 24/7

· CF we have limited time here on earth

· We cannot waste that time.

· God is in control of your future. He is ready to bless you in 2011.
Altar Call
Jesus- "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" 

Do repent and believe at the end

Now is the time to follow Jesus – don’t let this opportunity pass you buy

If you will follow Jesus, your FUTURE will be FULFILLING and FABULOUS

Worship at the end at each campus
Father of love, never failing to forgive
Each moment is a gift from You to live
We're only here to tell the world about Your grace
Until the day You take us all away
WHAT am I doing with my time?
