7

How Jesus’ birth changed everything - 5    T Luke 4 Isaiah 61

PP: Another foolish/wrong prediction of the 2nd coming of Jesus
Followers continue to listen to Harold Camping despite the fact that he was wrong in his previous prediction of the end of the world. In 1992 Harold predicted that the world would end in 1994?  Well the date came and went and we are still here.  Now his new claim is that the end of the world will occur in May 2011.
Matthew 24:36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

· It is obvious that Harold Camping is nothing but a false prophet who is being used by Satan.  But we know that he has lots of followers – why because they do not know the Bible and thus are deceived.
· Jesus HIMSELF said that no man knows the day or the hour of the Lord’s return. This verse is a clear reference to the rapture of the church is an undated event.
T Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 

Luke 4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."   

· We have been studying this fulfillment of a 750 year old prophecy about the coming of Jesus to this earth.
· We learned that God stepped out of Heaven and put skin on and became a man and moved into our neighborhood.
· Jesus came to PROCLAIM GOD’S FAVOR on the people of the world.

· He would be the Messiah and the one who would heal, mend the brokenhearted, open the eyes of the blind and bring freedom to ALL who would accept Him as Savior and follow Him.

· Jesus was speaking about his first coming but he left out a sentence from the OT prophecy that relates to his second future coming.
Isaiah 61:1-2 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,  to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God,to comfort all who mourn, 

· Notice in Luke, Jesus stopped reading this last statement from Isaiah.

· This 2000 year old comma was intentional.

· The day of vengeance of God describes what Jesus would do at His second coming.  
· When Jesus comes again (his 2nd coming) it will be to defeat Satan and reign on the earth but there will be great vengance, wrath and judgment that preceds His second coming.

So what do we know:
1. We know that Jesus in his first coming arrived in humble circumstances and was the suffering Servant while he lived on the earth.
2. We know that today we are living in a time of God’s grace and favor.  God’s will is that nobody perish from their sins but that ALL come to repentance and become followers of Jesus.

3. We know in His second coming Jesus will arrive with the armies of heaven (YOU AND ME) at His side and He will be the conquering King.
4. THUS we know that there will be a time when God’s favor changes to God’s wrath on our world.  

T Romans 1:18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 

· Notice that people KNOW the truth – that there is a personal God. 
· But many people refuse to live by God’s truth and want to rule their own lives and live for themselves and not God.
· God is just and holy and sin ultimately has consequences. God must punish and judge sin and sinners. 
· Yet many people make light of their sinful lifestyle - I am getting away with it. No way - the Bible says “be sure that you sin will find you out.”  
· As a result we see God’s anger and God’s wrath against SIN and REBELLION.

PP: prophecy chart showing rapture and second coming.

T 1 Thes 5:9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

There are 2 phases of Jesus’ return: (1) coming FOR the church; (2) coming WITH the church
· The first phase of Jesus’ return removes ALL CF’S from the earth and the coming wrath of God. 
· Jesus comes IN the air FOR His church 

· This is called the rapture of the church and it could happen at any time.

· God has not appointed HIS FOLLOWERS to experience HIS wrath.

· Yes in the world we do have troubles and tribulations that come as a result of sin and Satan – NOT WRATH FROM GOD. 

CF’S will NOT experience God’s wrath
· Once ALL CF’S are gone to Heaven God’s wrath begins a 7 year period called the tribulation on the earth.

· During these 7 years the world will experience God’s WRATH like anything there have never seen.
R Revelation 6:17 (NLT) For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to survive?”

R Matthew 24:21 (NLT) For there will be greater anguish than at any time since the world began. And it will never be so great again.

Matthew 24:29-30 (NLT)
29 “Immediately after the anguish of those days, the sun will be darkened, the moon will give no light, the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
30 And then at last, the sign that the Son of Man is coming will appear in the heavens, and there will be deep mourning among all the peoples of the earth. And they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.


PP: prophecy chart showing rapture and second coming.

· The second phase of Jesus’ return occurs at the close of this 7 year period.

· Jesus will actually return to the earth WITH His church (CF’S).

· Then Jesus will defeat Satan and His enemies and set up His new kingdom in Jerusalem. 

· This period called the Millenium will last for 1000 years.

Pastor Mark – nice review of the future and I understand WHY Jesus left it out of his mission statement.

But what does that have to do with me as a CF NOW? Glad you asked.

All people need to hear the good news and the bad news
Let’s first talk about the bad news.
T Eph 2:1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 

Don’t copy

Bad news

1. All people were born under the wrath of God

2. There wages of sin is death

3. There really is a hell

4. There are no chances to change our destiny after we die
Here is the good news
Eph 2:4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been saved.

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Don’t copy

Good news

1. Anyone can receive God’s gift of salvation.
2. Jesus took God’s wrath on Him

R 2 Cor 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

On the cross, Jesus took upon Him all the sins of the world.  He suffered 

the wrath of God FOR US.
3. God’s salvation removes God’s wrath

4. Every CF has eternal life

R Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Here is the whole story – the good and the bad news
Sin =  God’s judgment, God’s wrath and spiritual death
Sin + Jesus  = Salvation, God’s grace and spiritual life
· Who is going to tell people these truths – the bad news and the good news
· Satan won’t tell them the good or the bad news
· God wants everyone to know BUT how will GOD will He tell the whole world.

We know that before Jesus went back to Heaven He gave his disciples

1. The great commandment – Love God and love people

2. The great commission – go into all the world and share the good news and then make disciples of these converts

3. The great empowerment – you have all you need to share the good news and the bad news.  I have empowered you to succeed.

CF’S we are the mouth, hands and feet of Jesus
T 2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

2 Cor 5:11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience.
· Paul reminds every CF that we are going to be rewarded for our lives here on earth at the JSC.
· Every CF is going to give an account of HOW faithful they lived their lives with their own time, talents, money; how they contributed to spreading the Kingdom of God.  
CF’S will be judged as to our effectiveness being the mouth, hands and feet of Jesus
· Verse 11 reminds us that we will be judged in our effectiveness of SHARING THE GOOD and THE BAD NEWS to our lost friends, neighbors and classmates?

· Knowing I will be judged by Christ – Paul says that motivates me to be honest and faithful in persuading people to be right with God.
· Paul was not saying my goal is to scare the “hell” out of people.

· Paul tells us that what motivated him was God’s LOVE FOR HIM.

2 Cor 5:14 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 

CF’S should be motivated to share because of God’s love for the lost
· Paul brings into view the principle which captured his life, the reason for his extraordinary zeal.  It was God’s love for him and for the whole world.  Paul couldn’t get it out of his mind.

· Remember Paul was headed for hell totally weighed down with DEAD religion trying to be good enough.  But then Christ met him on the road to Damascus and changed his whole life.

· He was convinced that if he could find forgiveness of sins, meaning to life, and complete fulfillment - then anybody could discover the same salvation.

“One died for all, and therefore all died”. …. How many does ALL mean?

· So Paul had a passion to share the good news.

· He knew it was powerful.

· He knew that the Holy Spirit would do the work of convicting but Paul would have to do the SHARING.
Lost people matter to God and Paul knew it and had a passion for the lost.


Are we motivated to share the good news?
John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."  

· Do we REALLY understand the truth of this one verse?
· Do we REALLY believe the good news and the bad news.

· Do we REALLY believe that people will go to hell if they reject the gospel?

If we really believe, then we will have a zeal and an urgency to share when God opens a door of opportunity.

2 Cor. 5:15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

· Jesus gives us new life, but not so that we can live for ourselves, but so we can live for Him.
· And we KNOW Jesus came to seek and save the lost.

· People are looking for rest - from their condemnation and guilt.  They have tried to be right with God by doing good things….but cannot do enough good.

· They are hungry and purpose in their lives – the stuff of this world simply doesn’t satify.
· They are lonely - looking for real friendship

· They are afraid to die…….
WE have the answers to all of man’s problems.  
The greatest use of our time, resources and talents is be involved in the lives of people.
1. Winning them to Jesus
2. Helping to disciple them to maturity

Thanks for being involved in the lives of PEOPLE – saved and unsaved.

Thanks for being the mouth, hands and feet of Jesus

COMMUNION

Unbelievers – accept and receive the good news and get rid of God’s wrath on you because of your sins.
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 
24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 
25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes.

Remembrance of Me – The purpose of communion is to worship and honor Jesus Christ as we reflect upon His act to save us from the eternal punishment of death and separation from God.

Proclaim – Communion's purpose is to celebrate what Jesus' death did for us until He returns to complete the result of our salvation. It is then that we will rule and reign with Him for a thousand years and inherit the full and complete benefits of our salvation (Rev. 20-21).[image: image1.png]



