Love the Lord

 Sunday, February 08, 2009


Love the LORD
Valentines Opener

· What holiday is coming up this week?

· What is the Holiday all about?

· Where are the married people?  You have a valentine!  Don’t worry so much.  Ladies, go easy on us?

· Where are the engaged people?  Fence straddlers!

· Where the dating people?
· How much time have you spent thinking about Valentine’s Day?

· 1 Hour

· 2 Hours

· 3-4 Hours
· Where are the single people?  You think everyone else on the list pretty much stinks right now.  STORY about my Theory!

· Brownie Points???

Deu 6:5 – Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Let’s rip this apart piece by piece.  Let’s define Love in a minute, but first WHO DO We Love?
LORD YOUR GOD – Who do we Love?
· Something really cool happens here.  We see the Triune nature of God demonstrated all at once.

· Lord = Jehovah

· God = Elohiym = the Plural nature of God that was show to us at the very beginning of Scripture.

What is LOVE?

1 Cor 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.
1 John 4:7-8 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
· If we were to look at this from the worldly point of view, it would seem to us that Love is kinda like being a door mat.

· I won’t get mad about anything, won’t get even or hold a grudge, I can’t be rude, and oh by the way I am supposed to look out for you all the while.

· |Write This| - Love is absolute devotion.  Love is the total abandonment of all Rights, and taking on of Great Responsibility.  Love is the greatest of Commitments.

· Love is the only relationship that God has ordained for total physical intimacy…  His desire is for us to have the same intensity with HIM, on the Spiritual level.

· Love is to be unending… Did you know that’s why our wedding rings are round.  

· In old times they believed that the left ring finger had a vein that went all the way back to the heart, so they put the wedding ring on that finger as a symbol of Love.  Again the connection to the heart.
· Love / Devotion comes through relationship, ask yourself today about your relationship with God.

All Your Heart

· Let’s think about the physical heart for a moment.  What is the primary function of our physical heart?  It is to pump blood through our bodies, and blood is LIFE.  Without our heart we would simply fall over dead.
· What is the heart?  Well the word figuratively means a combination of all that I am from my inner man, mind, will, inclination, determination.  My Conscience. 

· |Write this| - What we set our heart on becomes the object of greatest desire.  What is your heart’s Desire tonight?
· Jer 17:9 - The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?
· Pro 16:9 - In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.

· Praise the Lord that God is part of this verse.  I know how badly I have planned and failed.

· More reason to Love HIM with all my heart!  My heart can lead me astray.
All Your Soul
· The seat or control of the appetites – What is my craving?

· Seat of the emotions – What am I feeling?

· Seat of the passions – What am I desiring?

· Activity of the Mind – on what thing / person / deity am I dwelling?

· Activity of the Character – What is in my character to do with each opportunity?

· In essence, it is the untouchable me.  The Hebrew words for heart and soul have many of the same definitions, but in essence let’s combine the two and arrive at the Untouchable me.  It’s what drives me in my life.

· MY MASTER PASSION – it had better be to unconditionally follow Jesus Christ to whatever end he may call us.
All Your Strength

· What do you put your strength into tonight? 
· What are you putting your strength, your Youth into?
· Will it last?
· Will it bring Glory to God?
· Is it worth the price Christ paid for you? 
· What about Contribute?

· Matt 6:19-21 - "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

· Our energy, our strength is going to be used for something.  We can use it for ourselves, or we can use it for God.
· Henry Varley - “The world has yet to see what God will do with a man fully consecrated to the Holy Spirit?”

The Word ALL

· All is truly all… Or nothing.  We can’t almost Love all the time.  We either love all the time, or we fail at the ALL.

· It’s like getting in an argument and the words always and never coming up.  Well you never do this.  Wait a minute, sure I did last week… Or you always…. Fill in the blank.
· Luke 16:13 - "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money."
· We need to be serving ONE MASTER with ALL our heart.
Compromise: THE PROBLEM

1 Cor 13:8 Love never fails --- WE DO!
· Did you ever think about the verses all strung together?  God is Love and Love never fails, but we fail.
· Compromise: the glorious word of the 21st century.  From our politics to our Ice Cream we want Bi-partisan, neopolitan, lovee dove, tree hugging, animal loving, COMPROMISE.

· Definitions:
· To adjust or settle by mutual concessions

· To reveal or expose to an unauthorized person and especially to an enemy

· To cause the impairment of 

· In the computer world the word Compromised means something rather drastic.  If my network security were compromised, I would have but one choice…Pull the plug.

· Surely there are times in life when certain compromises are necessary, but How do ALL and Compromise work together?

· WHO am I compromising with?  The World, Satan, myself?
[Pulling it together]

· Let’s pull this together.  We are supposed to have a relationship with God.

· How is the health of our relationship with God tonight?  Take a minute and do a self evaluation.

· Are you deeply, madly, recklessly in Love with God, with {ALL} your heart, soul, and strength?

· Now think about this with me.  I’m not beating you up any more than myself right now.  How much time have you thought about your valentine, or your UNValentine, how much time have you thought about God?  Give yourself the best valentine possible this year…GOD

· Some of you are flirting with God, some of you are having one way relationships with Him tonight, only calling upon Him when you want to talk.  THAT’S NOT  A RELATIONSHIP…. Trust me, I tried that the first year I was married.  SHE BEAT that out of me.

· What if, imagine with me for a minute we traded places in the relationship?  They tell us to do this when we argue as a married couple, trade places and fight the fight from the opposite point of view.

· Let’s trade places with God for just a minute tonight.  How would feel if God treated your relationship with Him the way you treat yours.

· How would you feel if God only talked to you when something was going wrong, How would you feel if when You worked things out, God never said thanks.

· How would you feel tonight, if in the moment when You want to say something to God, God was “too busy”?  

· Aren’t you glad tonight that God’s character is so much higher than ours.

ISA 55:8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord.
· What temperature is your love life with God, with His Son Jesus Christ tonight?  Are you hot, and on fire for Him, or …  Has your love grown cold.
Matt 24:12 - Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold,
Leonard Ravenhill - Anything that you love more than you love Jesus Christ is an idol; I don’t care what it is.
· If our love has grown cold, we are flirting with disaster.
[Altar Call Time]
Breathing – Everyone close your eyes.  Hold your breath.  Don’t look at me like I’m crazy.  Hold your breath.  Seriously don’t breath.  Hold it.  Keep holding it.  Do you feel it yet?  It’s starts very simple, a natural impulse that something isn’t quite right.  Keep holding your breath.  Then it intensifies, a need is starting to develop, something beyond your normal self.  Your body is telling you something is wrong and you need air.  Can you hold a moment longer?  Just a bit more…  Relax.  Did you feel the beginning of NEED.  We have forgotten so much about what NEED is.  You are to NEED God the way you need oxegen.  The Hebrew word here for ‘Love’ is related to breathing.  Ask yourself tonight if you need God, if you Love God as much as you Love breathing?  Remember we are to Love God with {ALL} our heart, {All} our soul, {ALL} our strength.

Think of God’s Love for us for a moment.
1 John 4:9-10 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son﻿﻿ into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for﻿﻿ our sins.
· God Love you and me so much that He sent his one and only son to earth to die a perfect death for us.
· I am about to have my first son, and if you asked me right now to do the same, I don’t know that I could do it.
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