“Intimacy With God”

Psalm 18:1-3 (Main Passage)

“Jesus Doll Illustration”

We often substitute our intimacy with Jesus for a commercial version of Him. We carry him with us in various ways, we push his button every now and then to see what he says yet still avoid intimate contact. 

We do great things for Him! We serve in the church and in the community, go on various missions trips, help old ladies cross the street, wear red bracelets, are arrayed in cool Christian clothing labels, play only Christian radio, even put galleries of art on are skin that proclaim how great God is and we ever so often slip down the dangerous slope of substituting the things we do for Jesus and in the name of Jesus for intimacy with Jesus.  

The things we do for God should be a direct reaction to our intimacy with God. Not the other way around. I don’t do for God so I can prove I am a follower of Jesus, what I do for him should reflect and compliment what He is doing in me. 

What does that look like? How do we have intimacy with God?
Turn to PSALM 18:1-3


David is pouring his heart out to the Lord and we get a great picture of his heart for the Lord in these first few words, “I love you, O Lord, my strength”

It’s a proclamation and a confession!

It’s a proclamation that You O Lord, are my first love- and a confession that I have no strength except what you provide. 

2Peter 1:3-4 says, His divine power has given us everything we need for life & godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

When I was born I was born with the dna of Adam, when I was born again and I kept the dna of Adam but a stronger strand of Dna entered me. Part of the Holy trinity, the very Spirit of God is in me and empowers me. 
1John 4:4- greater is He that is in me than he that is in the world. 

So He empowers us to connect with Him in a intimate way!

To have intimacy with God we must:

1. Recognize Him As Lord

David is clear about his intimacy with God when he says the Lord is my. 

Lord means master-so to call on Him Lord there is a call to make Him more and become less. No servant is greater than His master. JTB said He must become greater, I must become less. Jn.3:29&30
Paul said in Phil.2:5-7 our attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus; Who, being in very nature, God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking on the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. (expound on)

2. Seek To Please HIM in Everything!

John 6:38. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of the Him who sent me.
If I am going to please Him I have to know what He is saying. (Hear the Lord) 
Be patient, Be still, Be quiet (expound upon)

3. Cling to and Act upon whatever He gives you!
James 1:22 Be doers of the Word not Hears only. 

After we become followers of Jesus Christ, Satans sole purpose and intention is to keep us from intimacy with the Lord. 

The attacks will come & will test our intimacy with God. They came in the life of David. Remember, these words in Psalm 18 came after David was rescued by God from his enemies. Why was David rescued? God’s favor was upon his life. He was a man after Gods own heart. He protected his intimacy with his master. Which is why he could cling to vs.2 and 3 of Psalm 18.

You are my ROCK (place of safety)

My fortress(place of defense)

My deliverer(you rescue me)

My strength(physically, emotionally, spiritually)

My refuge(constant Father and Companion)

The horn of my salvation(you warn me and proclaim victory in my life)
My strongtower,

(you set me above the danger)

2Samuel 22:24…He makes my feet like a deer, he enables me to go to the heights. 

This is the time I take the words of God and do something with them. 

Vs.3 I call to the Lord, who is worthy of my praise, and I am saved from my enemies.
To have intimacy with the Lord we must:

1. Acknowledge Him as Lord-Become nothing

2. Seek to please Him in Everything-Hear and Do the will of the one who sent you. 

3. Cling to and act upon whatever He gives you. 

His Promise is HIS Word

 HIS Word is The Truth

 The Truth sets us Free

 The Truth keeps us Free. 

Lets be real, lets be intimate with Jesus. 

