What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?


Series Title: 
“Glorify Thy Name” (Communion Service)  
The Gospel According to John Ch 12:20-50
February 7th -8th, 2009
Intro: Facebook list…    
Lay a clear foundation from the beginning: 
John 12:27-28 “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. (28) Father, glorify your name!”
The old Westminster Catechism says, “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and enjoy Him forever.”
Definition of Glorify: Worship, Praise, and Honor
My daily life (everything about me) brings praise and honor to God
2 Questions:

1. Does your life bring honor and glory to God?

How do I glorify God with my life…?
1. Trust Him (Following Him/God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit)

2. Be light in a dark world (World around us is in the dark)
3. Bear Fruit (My life in all areas should glorify God/There should be evidence of my commitment to Christ) 
“Mike Erdman is Toyota… everyday…”

2. How many times in our life do we do this…?  Once…? No… DAILY…

1. CF’s seek to Glorify God’s Name… Everyday 

Jesus is our greatest example on how to live life in a way that brings glory to God.  
Jesus glorified God by His: (same as 3 above)
1. Trusting the Father 
2. Being Light in a dark world
3. Fruit from His life and ministry
John 12:20 “Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast.”
• These Greeks/Gentiles (always wandering around with the desire to find out new things… always looking for truth… mans wisdom)… aka in today’s terms “seekers” (We don’t really know if they were converts to Judaism or not… nonetheless, they would have been permitted to worship at the Temple)
· Are you seeking?  Are you looking for truth… for hope… for true love? 
· Don’t be like the Greeks looking for man’s wisdom for truth about God…. You will never find the truth about God in a man…
· And we can’t be like the religious Jews who thought that tradition and religion would make them right with God.

· Rather, look to the Son of God, found in the person of Jesus.  It is only in Him where we find truth and life eternal. 

• The Passover Feast was a celebration… 2-3 million people coming to Jerusalem.  

John 12:21 “They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus."
• Notice that Jesus never speaks with the Greeks, rather only to His disciples…
John 12:22-23 “Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. (23) Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”

• “The hour has come”… The time is now for the harvest of the Gentile world… for Jesus to prepare for the Cross… He became the bridge from God to the entire world… Jesus had to die to reach the Gentile world… (“Gentile”… “That’s me”)  

Q. When will we realize that the time for us to glorify God in thought, word and deed is now?  The world is watching… what is our reputation?  We must take an offensive stance in how we seek to Glorify God’s name in everyday life…     
2. CF’s seek to Glorify God in thought, in word, and in deed.
• Why did Jesus call Himself the “Son of Man” here?… The people wanted a political leader to offset the Romans… not a carpenter on His way to the cross…
“Son of Man” Daniel 7:13 
· “Son of Man” to the Jews means a King… a physical king whose dominion will crush the world powers. Daniel 7:1-8.
· So the time has come for the Son of Man… the Promised Messiah… to die…  His Kingdom is not of this world… it is an everlasting kingdom…

• By glorified He meant crucified… (The Amazing Paradox)  

Luke 9:23 “Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”
Christ Followers live a different lifestyle than the world:

The World says:

God says:

· To keep

- Give 

· To be great
- Serve

· To live for self

- Die to self
Jesus went green way before Al Gore…

John 12:24 “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.”
• By the death of One… many will receive life…  

· Caiaphas’ prophecy: (John 11:49-53)
• You and I are the result of this message from Jesus… we are the many seeds… We wouldn’t be here if Jesus would not have died and risen from the dead…

• F.B. Meyer:

· “The death of December must precede the colors of May and the fruits of October.”

· “Day out of night; spring out of winter; flowers out of frost; joy out of sorrow; fruitfulness out of pruning; Olivet out of Gethsemane; the Ascension out of Calvary; life out of death…”
John 12:25 “The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”
What are we to love?
· The Trinity (The greatness of God, the person of Jesus, and the joy and closeness of the Holy Spirit)

· His Word (Word for the spirit like food for the stomach)
· People (Spouse… children… family and friends) 
What are we to hate?  (Everybody say… “I hate Satan!”)
· Evil (Any influence of the world that may hinder my intimacy with God)

· Psalms 97:10 “Let those who love the LORD hate evil, for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.”
· Romans 12:9 “Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.
· Self-centeredness  
John 12:26 “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.”
• This verse demands a self-evaluation: “I might call myself a Christian… but Jesus says that whoever serves me must follow me… where am I at with that…? Am I currently following and submitted to the Lordship of Jesus Christ?

• If I am Glorifying God’s Name with my life… God will honor me… Psalm 91:14-16 is a promise from God to those who love, serve, and follow Him…
Psalm 91:14-16 “Because he loves me," says the LORD, "I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. (15) He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. (16) With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation.”
• If you are not following Jesus Christ today… and you would call yourself a “seeker”… at some point… 


3. A real “seeker” must first become a “follower” and then a servant 
John 12:27-28 “Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. (28) Father, glorify your name!”
• What if instead of praying, “Lord deliver me from this trouble”… we prayed, “Father, in this trouble, glorify your name!”
· Our tensions would turn to triumphs…
· When life is difficult… (Glorify Thy Name!!! etc, etc, etc…)
· When we need a fresh touch from His Spirit…

· In our marriage…

· When we need wisdom or direction…

· When we are tempted…

· Whether on the hilltops or in the valleys…

· (The Desert Song) As the new song says, in every season, You are still God… I will bring praise…     
· F.B. Meyer: “Our true attitude is the uncompromising surrender of our will to his will; not trying to effect any great changes in our emotional or mental life, but willing His will, completely and always, and asking Him to work in us, to will and to do of his own good pleasure.”  

Matthew 26:38-39 “Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." (39) Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
4. Like Jesus, CF’s glorify God regardless of our situation
Hebrews 5:7 “During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.”
Listen… God hears your prayers… (The Lord told me to leave it at that)

John 12:28-29 “Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." (29) The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.
• In the midst of trouble, pain, or difficulty… listen for God’s voice… His voice may thunder in your heart or it may whisper… doesn’t matter… listen for the promise in His Word.
• There are promises in His Word… “I Have” & “I Will”:  I have always been working in your life… and I will continue to work in your life…  
Philippians 2:13 “for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”
• By this time in history, the Jews ceased to believe that God spoke directly to men…  God was far too away now…  The voice that had spoken to the prophets was silent…  
They had come to believe that the only voice they could hear was the daughter of the true voice of God… “Bath qol” often an echo of God’s real voice… distant… a whisper instead of direct communication with man…   
(William Barclay):  But it was not so with Jesus.  It was not the echo of God’s voice that Jesus heard; it was the very voice of God Himself.  
God spoke at Jesus’:
Baptism: (Mark 1:11)
Transfiguration: (Mark 9:7)

Here is one great truth.  With Jesus there comes to men not some distant whisper of the voice of God, not some faint echo from the heavenly places.  With Jesus there comes to man the unmistakable accents of the direct voice of God.  And now it comes to Him when His human flesh and blood had to be strengthened by the divine aid for the ordeal of the Cross.  What God did for Jesus, God does for every man.  When God sends us out upon a road, He does not send us out without directions and without guidance.  When God gives us a task, He does not leave us to do it in the lonely weakness of our own strength.  God is not a silent God, and ever and again, when the strain of life is too much for us, when the effort of God’s way is beyond our human resources, if we listen we will hear Him speak, and we will go on with His voice ringing in our ears, and His strength surging through our frame [bodies].  Our trouble is not that God does not speak, but that we do not listen enough.  
John 12:30 “Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine.”
• In other words: “He’s talking to you… not me…”  
John 12:31 “Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.”
• You and I will not be graded or judged on a curve when we die… we will be judged according to the Cross.  Do I/you believe in the finished work of Jesus on the Cross… His death, His burial, and His resurrection?  Now is the time to lay your sins at the foot of the Cross and ask the Lord to wash your heart clean?  Forgiveness, eternal life, joy and hope… have I asked God for these things?  
• The event of the Cross marked the beginning of the destruction of Satan and his kingdom.  
John 12:32-33 “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” (33) He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.”
• The Cross is a magnet to the soul…  The Cross demands a verdict… belief or disbelief.  Am I a child of God or a child of Satan?
John 12:34-36 “The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ will remain forever, so how can you say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this 'Son of Man'?" (35) Then Jesus told them, "You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. (36) Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light." When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.” (Not because He was scared… but because He was on a specific mission)
• Put your trust in the light… The man or woman who trusts in Jesus will walk in the light…  
(Skip John 12:37-43) 
(The Last Public Message/Sermon/Discourse of Jesus)
John 12:44-46 “Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. (45) When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. (46) I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness.”
• CAN YOU BELIVE THIS?!?!?  By believing in Jesus… you can know God!!!
• When we look at Jesus… we see God!
5. To know Jesus is to know God… (Jim King) “Do you know Him?”  To know Him personally… intimately… not just head knowledge… but relationship… Most people know about God, but they don’t know God.

Most people know about Starbucks but you can’t really say you know what Starbucks is like until you stop…go inside… get a coffee and enjoy the atmosphere…  
• (To the Christians) When people look at us… do they see God? (Thought, word, and deed?)
John 12:47-50 “As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. (48) There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. (49) For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. (50) I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.”
• This passage is like a stamp/seal on all of Jesus previous teachings and declarations…  
• If you’re not a CF today… you can glorify God’s Name by believing in Jesus Christ… repenting of your sins (Acts 3:19) and receiving eternal life…  Today, you can believe in the Name that is above every Name…  
John 3:16-21 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (17) For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. (18) Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. (19) This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. (20) Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. (21) But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”
Pray/Altar Call: 2 groups of people to pray for:

1. Those individuals who are here and want to Glorify God by surrendering their lives to Him.

2. Those CF’s who need God’s grace to help them Glorify God’s Name in thought, in word, and in deed.

(All campuses) (Have people raise hands for salvation and rededication)
(Pass off to satellite campuses for Communion) (Chris is in Viera)   
Communion Song/Pass out elements: 
(Read) John 19:31-37  
The Bread: 
The Cup:

(Benediction): 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (24) The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.” 
John 11 background:

· Raising Lazarus from the dead: Last public miracle of Jesus.

· The raising of Lazarus from the dead was the final straw for the Pharisees: (Many Jews had put their faith in Him) John 11:45 “So from that day on they plotted to take his life.” (John 11:53)

· Passover is approaching/Jesus’ arrest warrant has been served (John 11:57)  

· (John 12:1-11) Jesus is in Bethany (the town Lazarus was from/just a few miles away from Jerusalem) six days before the Passover celebration attending a dinner that had been given in His honor.  

· The dead had been raised, the arrest warrant had been issued, and dinner had been served… now He begins to prepare Himself for the Cross…. But He has one final public message to deliver…     

All during this time, there were many Jews who were putting their faith in Him.  (John 11:45, 12:10)
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