MESSAGE TITLE: “Keep from falling” Joshua 23
ILL: Training wheels 
Do you remember when your dad walked you out to the sidewalk/ street, wrench in hand, and took those training wheels off?   It marked something new and even scary.  It meant that stitches and bruises were in the forecast.  It also meant we couldn’t rely on something else to keep us upright.  We had to learn that ourselves.

At your age, with everything that’s going on in your life it’s so easy for you to fall.  

With the fast changes, tons of choices, and the critical decisions, it’s easy to get off track and fall; especially when it comes to your goals, relationships, school/ job, but most importantly your faith.
Ex: 2007 Barna Survey ( 60% of Christian teen as soon as they graduate H.S. walk away from their faith ( 6/10 your peers lost perspective, got out of balance and have fallen

Turn to Joshua 23 ( How to keep from falling
 Israel was on the brink of a new era. The line of leadership had kept things in the right perspective and maintained balance. Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt and to the edge of the Promised Land. Before dying, he handed the reins over to Joshua, who led Israel's conquest to occupy this land of promise. 
For as long as any Israelite could remember, a steady spiritual hand had been at the handle bars (if you will). 

But that was about to change as the Israelites the training wheels were about to come off, as they were getting ready to venture out on their own.
Beginning at V.1 The years passed, and the Lord had given the people of Israel rest from all their enemies. Joshua, who was now very old, 2 called together all the elders, leaders, judges, and officers of Israel. He said to them, “I am now a very old man.
Joshua was an old man now, and his time was coming to an end. In other words, Israel was about to become leaderless. Of course they still had the Lord, and He would be the One to lead them from now on.  There wouldn't be any more commandments from Moses or judgments from Joshua. 

Again, Israel was about to lose her training wheels. They would have to learn how to follow and obey the Lord for themselves.
Note: I believe this particular moment for the Israelites parallels the life of a young adult ( leaving home, stepping out of the “Christian bubble” and entering the secular world, going to college, starting your career, starting a new relationship with the hopes of marriage, getting married, having to own your faith for yourselves...
Continuing Joshua 23:3 You have seen everything the Lord your God has done for you during my lifetime. The Lord your God has fought for you against your enemies. 4 I have allotted to you as your homeland all the land of the nations yet unconquered, as well as the land of those we have already conquered—from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 This land will be yours, for the Lord your God will himself drive out all the people living there now. You will take possession of their land, just as the Lord your God promised you.
The first command that Joshua gives them in order to keep from falling is:
1. Remember where you came from, where you are going and what God has done for you.
Joshua speaking from experience ( “Never leave you, nor forsake you.”
Ex: March 8, 1981( came to US
We need to remember where we’ve come from and what GOD has done for us along the way (protection, endless provision ( not to mention His forgiveness and the promise of salvation).  The center of God's faithfulness to us has always been His offer of salvation through faith.

... the only way to enjoy God's faithfulness is to believe in Jesus Christ. . . GALATIANS 3:22

ILL: The fourth commandment: Keep the Sabbath (as a day of remembrance)

Deuteronomy 5:15 (Moses) Remember that you were once slaves in Egypt, but The Lord your God brought you out with His strong hand and a powerful arm.  That is why The Lord your God has commanded you to rest on the Sabbath.

ASK: Do you ever take time to think about what God has done for you to get you to where you are at tonight?

Not to mention that as you remember and meditate on what He’s done for you, you can grab hold of His promises.
Remember where you came from, where you are going and what God has done for you.
Continuing V. 6 “So be very careful to follow everything Moses wrote in the Book of Instruction. Do not deviate from it, turning either to the right or to the left.
2. Stay true to your commitment to God by obeying His Word.

Unfortunately, commitment is a word that most young adults are afraid of.

Note: In your life right now, the achievement of any goal, acquiring and maintaining good/ healthy relationships, succeeding in school or work, or obtaining maturity in your Christian walk, requires commitment to The Lord. 

Psalm 37:5 Commit everything you do to the Lord.  Trust him, and he will help you.
To commit ourselves to The Lord means entrusting Him with everything in our lives; our family, friends, careers, possessions...  Giving Him control over all of these things.
To entrust Him with all these things means that we are convinced that He can care for us better than we can ourselves and in that we should be willing to wait patiently for Him to work out what is best for us.

Psalm 37:7 Be still in the presence of the Lord, and wait patiently for him to act.
There are different ways we fail to “commit to The Lord” ( falling:
· Some of us only commit superficially.  We say we are doing something for The Lord but in reality we are doing it for ourselves.

· Others commit only temporary control of their interest to God.  The moment things stop going our way, we take control back.
· Still others commit certain things fully to The Lord, but don’t put forth any effort themselves and wonder why they didn’t succeed (half-heartedly versus whole-heartedly).

Ask:  Think of where all your energy, time and focus is going to right now in your life.  Have you committed that particular something or someone to the Lord?  
Is your commitment superficial? Temporary? Or half-hearted?
If you commit to The Lord whatever you do, your plans will succeed. Proverbs 16:3

Committing ourselves to The Lord involves making a decision, turning oneself over to God, which means “denying self and taking up our cross” (personal sacrifice) and then reaping the consequences or rewards of such commitment.  
Understanding commitment and learning to commit our hearts, minds, and bodies is central to a life of following Jesus. In fact, faith without commitment is dead.

Stay true to your commitment to God ( Obey His Word.  
“If you love me, you will obey what I command” John 14:15

Stay true to your commitment to God( How besides obeying His word?
Look at V.7 Make sure you do not associate with the other people still remaining in the land. Do not even mention the names of their gods, much less swear by them or serve them or worship them. 8 Rather, cling tightly to the Lord your God as you have done until now.  9 “For the Lord has driven out great and powerful nations for you, and no one has yet been able to defeat you. 10 Each one of you will put to flight a thousand of the enemy, for the Lord your God fights for you, just as he has promised. 11 So be very careful to love the Lord your God.  12 “But if you turn away from him and cling to the customs of the survivors of these nations remaining among you, and if you intermarry with them, 13 then know for certain that the Lord your God will no longer drive them out of your land. Instead, they will be a snare and a trap to you, a whip for your backs and thorny brambles in your eyes, and you will vanish from this good land the Lord your God has given you.

Joshua gives 2 commands to again keep them from falling and to solidify their commitment to God:
1. Don’t associate with the unbelievers and their gods.

2. Don’t intermarry with them.

In other words, be set apart.
3. Maintain a perspective on being holy.

This is where I feel most Christian young adults fail today.  Instead of living lives that are set apart; they’ve found ways to blend in, all in hopes of being “relevant”.
“Buzz word” amongst college age Christians ( Relevant
Relevant = is a measure of how relatable, connected, or applicable something or someone is.

I see so many of young people wanting to proof to themselves and the world around them that they are indeed “relevant” and in doing so, they justify the compromise of their relationship with God and His Word.

ILL: Young adult ministries ( “F” bomb ( justified by “being relevant”

I believe the reason why so many young adults end up compromising God and His Word in hopes of being relevant it’s because they don’t know or forget that we are also justified by our actions, not only our faith.

We are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone.  James 2:24

God doesn’t call us to be relevant.  He calls us to be holy ( set apart, not blend in and become one in the crowd.  He calls us to go against the flow, and not go with the flow.

Mark Driscoll ( “Today young adult’s lives are characterized by justification instead of sanctification”.

Areas of justification:

Relationships:
· Parents ( out of the house, no need to honor parents
   ( compare their behavior to that of their parents
· Husband and wife ( unloving attitude toward one another 

· Friends ( compromise language, attitude, actions (bar)
· Special someone ( unequally yoked relationship 2 CORINTHIANS 6:14

1 Peter 2:11Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep away from worldly desires that wage war against your very souls. 12 Be careful (not to fall) to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world.

Personal life:
· Work ( justify doing mediocre because of everyone else’s work ethic (work of excellence as unto The Lord...).  
( Cheat boss or company time and resources, money
· Media choices ( Movie choices (ratings), TV (it’s funny”), web (facebook, myspace), music (secular)
Filter everything through God’s word 
Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. Philippians 4:8

· Sex ( lust ( masturbation ( “the bible doesn’t specifically talk about it”
1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 God’s will is for you to be holy, so stay away from all sexual sin. Then each of you will control his own body and live in holiness and honor— not in lustful passion like the pagans who do not know God and his ways.
God’s will is for us to be holy, not relevant.  How? 

1 Peter 1:13 So think clearly (don’t cloud your mind with garbage) and exercise self-control (fruit of the Spirit). Look forward (don’t live in the NOW) to the gracious salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. 14 So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better then. 15 But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. 16 For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.” 17 And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He will judge or reward you according to what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him during your time as “foreigners in the land.” 

Maintain a perspective on being holy.

Ending with V. 14 “Soon I will die, going the way of everything on earth. Deep in your hearts you know that every promise of the Lord your God has come true. Not a single one has failed! 15 But as surely as the Lord your God has given you the good things he promised, he will also bring disaster on you if you disobey him. He will completely destroy you from this good land he has given you. 16 If you break the covenant of the Lord your God by worshiping and serving other gods, his anger will burn against you, and you will quickly vanish from the good land he has given you.”
This chilling prediction about the consequences of associating with the unbelieving world, worshipping their idols became a reality for the Israelites.  The book of Judges shows that the Israelites fell and fell hard, all because of their failure to:
· Remember where they’d come from and all that God had done for them.

· Obey God’s Word.

· Be set apart.
Conclusion:
Joshua entire message of encouragement and instruction in Ch. 23 can be summarized in verse 8 ( ...cling tightly to the Lord your God as you have done until now. (NIV – hold fast...)
Ex: bicycle, at first “clinging tight”, with time, a little bit of experience and freedom ( loosen our grip, careless, and fall
Christian ( “cling tight” / “Hold –fast”
· Don’t forgot what God has done for you to get you to this point in your life
· Commit with your whole-heart to obey Him at His Word
· Set yourself apart and stop justifying being relevant
Non-Christian 

· Perhaps you are justifying right now why you shouldn’t believe in God

God is the only one that can justify anything, for He alone can declare us “not guilty” for our sins.  This is why He handed over His Son die, because of our sins.  And he was raised to life to make us right with God. Romans 4:25
