What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?


Series Title: “The Time Has Come” 




“The Time Has Come” (Part 3 of 3) 
The Gospel According to John Ch. 17:20-26
August 30th, 2009
· Last Song: 

· Offering
· Announcements
· Events:
1. Opportunity to serve: Help an older couple move some furniture
· Get w/me after the service

2. Guest Speaker

· September 6th David Palmisano

3. New Testament Bible Reading Event 
· When: September 18th and 19th from 6:30p.m. - ?p.m. on the 4th and from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00p.m. on the 5th
· Where: Youth Center worship room

· Info: Early Church Theme/Mediterranean theme for food… Shane and Fusion Worship Band… it’s free… you will sign-up to bring food as their admission to the event.
4. Fusion Young Adult Conference (Feb 5th 6th) 
5. Introduce Rainer
6. Have Seige come up and share
7. E-mail contact list
· At the doors, please fill out
· Other Fusion info to pass along:

Website/event info/blogs/teaching archives/Devo’s
(1)Intro Slide: (Pass out Bibles)
John 17:20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message…” 
So Jesus now shifts the petition of His prayer concerning His immediate eleven disciples (6-19), to praying for all people who will one day believe the Gospel message (the Good News) about faith in Jesus Christ.
(2) We see two characteristics of Jesus in this verse…

1. His faith of great certainty

2. His confidence in His disciples

“Jesus never lost His faith in God or his confidence in human beings” (Barclay)

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ tonight, this is your Saviors prayer for you...  this prayer is completely relevant for your life tonight in every way possible!     
Why did Jesus come to the earth?

(3) 1 Timothy 1:15 “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.”
So Jesus came to the earth to save us… that by believing in Him we are granted… we receive… forgiveness of our sin and eternal life.  Each one of us has been bought by the blood of Jesus Christ (Acts 20:28)…    
Jesus knows that in just hours, His earthy mission will be over…  He will endure a gruesome crucifixion… So he begins to pray for me and for you… of all the things He could pray for, what does the Son of God ask His Holy Father to do for us…?
John 17:21 “…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”
“that all of them may be one”: What Jesus is referring to here is “spiritual unity”.
Jesus prays that we all may be spiritually one.  “All Christians are redeemed by the same blood and all Christians are going to the same heaven.” (Barnes)
Even though we have all these different denominations, we will all be together in eternity.  Because of this truth, we should feel like we are a part of the same family… we all have the same Father for those who put their faith in Christ alone for salvation.    

I don’t want to take this example too far, but I remember when I was active duty… when I was home here in the states and not on deployments, I would get sent to the Midwest a lot for specialized training.  (Picture) (4) On one occasion, I flew to Fort Huachuca, Arizona to be trained in the specialized area of Combat Intelligence.    

I was in the Air Force and the differences between the branches of the military are huge…  the differences can be so great that sometimes guys don’t want to even be in the same room with those of another branch of service.  You’ve kind of had to experience it to understand it.  Fort Huachuca is an Army base, and when I got to the base and showed up for the first day of training, I was a little taken back… I was the only Air Force guy in a class filled with mainly Army, and then there were some Marines and Navy personnel there as well.  
Now during the training I became friends with an Army Captain.  He actually knew the surrounding area of Fort Huachuca quite well, and he offered to take me for a ride in his Jeep up in the Mountains of Fort Huachuca and go on a rock road trail ride along the Mexico border.    

He knew all these little places along the border where illegal drug trafficking was popular, etc…  
Here’s the point… Something I realized when I was hanging out with this Army Captain is that we (all the branches of the military) are all a little different, but we all are giving our lives for the same basic mission.  

The same is true among most Christian denominations…  Without getting into all the reasons why we are divided (which would take all night).  We, the Body of Christ, are all a little different, but there is a “spiritual unity” among those who have faith in Jesus Christ alone for salvation.  We’re like family… and we have all given our lives for the same basic mission…
And according to Scripture, we are exhorted to love one another, to bear one another’s burdens, and to edify one another… this prayer in John 17 is for us tonight as the Body of Christ of which He is the chief cornerstone.    

(Turn to) Ephesians 2:19-22 “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, (20) built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. (21) In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. (22) And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”
We are all in spiritual unity as we are all experiencing the love of God and the fellowship of Christ, the separation from the world, sanctification by the Word of God, obeying the Word of God, living life under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and we have a desire to bring salvation to lost people.
(Reread verse 21)  
(5) The kind of union Christ is praying for is that we would be united with God in our:
1. Plans
2. Direction
3. Purpose
4. Goals 
How is this possible?  First, I have to be willing to empty myself of “self”…  Second, we have to take up our cross daily and follow Jesus Christ… it’s a lifestyle… it’s bigger and more wonderful to follow Christ in all His ways rather than following some “how to” check list to spiritual fulfillment.    

His plans become your plans as you surrender your life to Him and come under His influence on a daily bases by taking up the Cross of Christ and following Him...  

As you and I commit to being growing disciples of Jesus Christ, God will give us direction… He will fill us with His purposes and goals…

This prayer in John 17 is for us… God will do it!    
Jesus prays that our unity with each other would be genuine and on-going… not superficial and cosmetic… 

Blog entry from Aaron Stern (The young adult pastor at New Life Church in Colorado Springs/where Ted Haggard used to pastor) 


After returning from some time off of work…   

“When I started sabbatical, I assumed I would jump right back into everything I was doing when it ended.  Life would resume as normal. Instead, I have found it an interesting process to re-enter my pre-sabbatical world.  Just like it took time to decompress, it has taken time to fully re-engage.  Naturally it takes time to get back into the swing of things but as my email inbox starts to get back to a normal level, I am finding that my time away had a profound influence on my thought processes and perceptions of some things I do.  I am not fully interested in jumping into how everything was before my sabbatical. It took me a couple weeks to check facebook and I haven’t posted a blog or twittered nearly as much as I used to. It’s not because I don’t like these things anymore or that I won’t use them for personal or vocational use, I just find that they’ve taken a different place in my life.
  
I won’t check facebook nearly as often as I used to not because it’s not enjoyable but because I would rather spend more time with people face to face than in sound bite interactions in cyberspace.  Facebook is a useful tool to connect with people but the problem comes when it is at the expense of those who God has put directly in front of us.  In an attempt to connect with everyone I wonder if in the end truly we truly connect with no one.
We can’t recapture time so we must treat it with care.  Priorities and values will drive how we use it.  So I suggest that personal relationships are of greater value than virtual ones.  I love what my good friend Glenn Packiam (Desperation Band worship leader) says about Facebook, Twitter and other social networking tools.  They are only frosting on the cake.  They cannot replace the cake.  So invest in the right relationships first!”
John 17:22 “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one…”   

What was “the glory” of Jesus Christ?

1. The Cross was His glory… He did not speak of being crucified; He spoke of being “glorified”.

a. So for us tonight, as Christ Followers, our glory is in the Cross that we must bear.

i. (6) Luke 9:23 “Then he said to them all: ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me’.”
ii. (7)Galatians 6:14 “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”
iii. And there is no reason for us to be fearful or shameful to be recognized as Christ Followers…

a. (8)Romans 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”
2. Obedience to God’s will was His glory… 

a. We find our glory, not in doing whatever we want, however we want, whenever we want… but rather doing Gods will…  When we do God’s will, we find the real glory of life… the greater the obedience, the greater the glory.  What is God’s will for our lives?  That we obey Him and enjoy Him… 

3. His witness was His glory… People saw Jesus’ relationship with God the Father and it had an effect on them…

a. As it was with Christ, it is our glory when others see in us the reflection of God in our attitude, behavior and the choices we make…  
i. (9)2 Corinthians 3:18 “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
4. His power was His glory…

a. (Turn to) Acts 10:38 “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”
Now guys, as we share in much of the experiences of Christ, we will also share in His glory…
Romans 8:18 “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”
Guys, there is a day coming when all the sufferings in our lives will be gone…

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. (17) For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. (18) So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
 “that they may be one as we are one…”: To be one with the Father is in essence, knowing God personally… feeling the things God wants us to feel… and doing the things that God wants us to do…  

John 17:23“I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
“I in them and you in me”: This is not a unity of compromise, or of fear or coercion. Jesus wants us to live in a unity of love, and to have common identity in Him.  In Ephesians 3:17-19, we see what this looks like in Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians…  
(Turn to) Ephesians 3:17-19 “so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, (18) may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, (19) and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

John 17:24-25 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. (25) Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.”
 “I want those you have given me to be with me where I am”: For those of us that believe in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior… We know for a fact tonight that we are going to heaven! There are three facts for us to recognize tonight… (Courson)
1. We are going to heaven because of the promise Jesus made in John 14:1-2...
(10)John 14:1-2 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. (2) In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.” 
2. We are going to heaven because of the prayer He prayed here in John 17:24…

John 17:24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.”
3. We are going to heaven because of the price He paid in 1 Thessalonians 5:10…
(11)1 Thessalonians 5:10 “He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.”
John 17:26 “I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
Here we see one of the main reasons why Jesus came and the affect He should have on our lives…  Because of what He did on the Cross… the love of God can now reside within each of us as believers…

May I ask you a question tonight…  Does the love of God rule in your heart?  Have you asked Christ to come into your life and be your Lord and Master?  

His love changes us…  Everything God has done for us has been done because of His great love for each one of us…

When will you believe?  Do it tonight…  Believe tonight… receive His love and forgiveness tonight…   

Altar Call/Prayer:

Benediction: Psalm 121:7-8 “The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch over your life; (8) the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.”
Closing/Dismissal: David Palmisano next week Philippians 2.
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