What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?


Series Title: “The Time Has Come” 




“The Time Has Come” (Part 1 of 3) 
The Gospel According to John Ch. 17:1-5
August 16th, 2009
· Last Song: 

· Offering
· Announcements
· Events:

1. Fusion/Intervarsity Florida Tech Outreach
· (Meeting immediately after the service with those who are planning to come)

· When: Thursday, August 20th 5-8p.m. 
· Where: (Res Hall Quad) “The Dorms”

· Info: Shane & Fusion band/blow up screen/free food…   
· Ron and Tim will be here tonight to share about the event… 
2. New Testament Bible Reading Event 
· When: September 18th and 19th from 6:30p.m. - ?p.m. on the 4th and from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00p.m. on the 5th
· Where: Youth Center worship room

· Info: Early Church Theme/Mediterranean theme for food… Shane and Fusion Worship Band… it’s free… you will sign-up to bring food as their admission to the event.
3. Fusion Young Adult Conference (Feb 5th 6th) 
4. E-mail contact list
· At the doors, please fill out
· Other Fusion info to pass along:

1. Website/event info/blogs/teaching archives/Devo’s
(1)Intro Slide: (Pass out Bibles)
What is unique about John Ch. 17 is that it is a prayer… but even more interesting for us to learn tonight is who prays it, and when?

John Ch. 17 has been called by some “The Holy of Holies in the Temple of Scripture”…  Most Commentators call it “The High Priestly Prayer”… because Jesus intercedes for Himself, His disciples and for all of us who would later become His followers through the message of the Gospel…  

This prayer marks the end of one era and the beginning of another…  It marks the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry and looks forward to the on-going work of the disciples and then us (me and you)… Jesus is going to pray for all of us… 

This is not a gloomy prayer… the mood of this prayer is “Cross-forward-looking”… filled with hope and joy, not helplessness or despondency…  

This prayer in Ch. 17 is part of the crescendo that has been building in Ch. 14-16 and then we will arrive at Ch. 18-20 at the crucifixion and triumph of Jesus the Messiah…  

So we begin tonight at verse one… 

John 17:1 “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”
“After Jesus said this”… After He said what?  After He said everything in Ch. 14-16…  In other words after He spoke to His disciples about:
· Jesus being the only way to God

· The promise of the Holy Spirit’s coming to the earth

· The necessity of the believer Abiding, or Remaining in Jesus

· The hatred that the world will have towards you because you believe in Me

· How the Holy Spirit works in the world today, convicting the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment.
· How the disciples grief of the Jesus’s death will turn to supernatural joy after the resurrection… joy that no man can ever take away…  

After He talked about these things with them, He now enters into prayer…  

John 17:1 “…he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”
Please notice tonight that in this moment of preparation for the Cross, Jesus is not seeking glory for Himself, but rather that God would get glory from Him…  
“Glorify your Son”… What is Jesus saying here…?  He’s saying, “My life finds its purpose in doing only what you want me to do…”
What is God’s will and God purpose for your life?  That you obey and enjoy Him…    

What is prayer? “Prayer is not the way to get God to do our will in heaven.  Prayer is the way to get man to do God’s will on earth” (Courson)

This prayer Jesus is offering to His Father should teach us how to pray…
If you want to pray a God-honoring, selfless, exciting, life-changing, prayer… pray this:

(2) ⦁ “God, take my life… accomplish your will with my life, so that You get all the glory.”
The Christian life is not a Burger King drive-thru…  “Have it your way”… no, it’s more like joining the military… a willingness to lay your life down to take on the cause of something so much greater than self…    

In this hour of Jesus’ life… this hour of preparation… there is no fear…  there is an awareness of what lies ahead… the Cross He must bear and the glorification He will receive when He goes back to His Father… the place He was before the world was created…  

As young adults tonight, every one of us is in a stage or a place of preparation…  How are you spiritually preparing for what God has in your future…?  Are you self-disciplined?  Are you working on bettering yourself for the future?  
The time has come in our lives for us to pray individually and as a ministry, “Father, take my life (take Fusion) and do with it what you please, so that You may be glorified.”  

Are you hesitant to pray that prayer?  Don’t be…  Listen, your life might be in a holding pattern tonight because you’ve yet to pray that prayer… pray it and get ready…

Notice that Jesus is only asking the Father to do one thing: “Glorify Your Son”… i.e. take my life and accomplish your will/purposes with it, so that You may receive glory.  

This is a very simple prayer that sums up how our lives are to be lived toward God…

Jesus does not seek glory from man… but only seeks to bring honor and glory to God…

We have to ask ourselves then… “Is the way I live my life pleasing to God?” “Am I bringing honor and glory to God by seeking to please Him rather than self or man…?”  
Is my attitude pleasing to God?
Is my sexuality pleasing to God?

Are my finances pleasing to God?  

Maybe your job is not pleasing to God…?  Maybe you are in a relationship that you know is not pleasing to God…?  Listen tonight, obey God and leave the consequences to Him.  (Stanley)  Do the right thing… 
John 17:2 “For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.”
As mentioned in our introduction and now again with detail… this is the verse that shows us the beginning of a new era…  
Here, Jesus is stating the fact that God the Father has granted Him authority to give eternal life to all those God gives Him…

(3) Hebrews 7:25 “Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.”
God’s prophets in the Old Testament foretold that there was a coming Messiah whom God will give authority over all people…

(4-5) Isaiah 9:6-7 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.”
(6-7) Daniel 7:13-14 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”  

God has given Jesus authority over the entire human race to grant eternal life…
(8) Matthew 28:18-19 “Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”
Side note: Do not confuse this with God’s sovereignty…  (Authority to give eternal life [Jesus]) and (sovereignty over all human activity [God]) are different things that work together within the Trinity… with each part of the Godhead having a specific role...  

The crucifixion of Jesus Christ on the Cross was not a defeat but a victory…
When we see images of Jesus on the Cross, we tend to think that He hung there apparently helpless… but that is not the case at all… by all power and authority given unto Him as the Son of God, He hung there…  

He exercises His God-given authority in giving people eternal life…   

John 17:3 “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
Q. What is eternal life based on?
A. Knowing God personally, not knowing about God.

Q. How does a person get to know God?
A. Through Jesus Christ, whom God sent to the world for that very purpose…

The only way for you to inherit eternal life is if you have a relationship with God through Jesus Christ… Your religious past will not save you…  your good works will not save you… faith alone in Jesus Christ will save you.  

(Turn to)John 3:16-18 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.”
(9) ⦁ Jesus makes it possible for us to “know” God personally
In the Old Testament, the prophet Habakkuk foresaw a special time…  

(10) Habakkuk 2:14 “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”
And in Proverbs 3:6 we are told…
Proverbs 3:6 “…in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”

“To ‘know’ God is to be transformed, and thus to be introduced to a life that could not otherwise be experienced.” (Carson)
Guys, tonight, this knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ is not just a head thing…
In the Gospel of John, “belief” is the key to eternal life… and this 
(11) ⦁“Belief” involves fellowship, trust, and faith in Jesus Christ  

Lots of people “know” about God and are still spiritually dead…  but for those who actually “know” God, we are alive and are experiencing life, eternal life, NOW!  
John 17:4-5 “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.” 
At the end of our lives… don’t you want to be able to say that?  “God, I brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.”  
The Lord has been speaking to me in a personal way about simplifying my life to bring Him glory…  Spiritual health and physical health.  

Verse 5… “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.”
Jesus didn’t only exist while He was on the earth… No, rather, He has always been…  
(Turn to) Isaiah 6:1-7 
(Turn to) John 1:1

(12) Revelation 21:6 “He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.”
Do you have eternal life tonight?  Are you saved by the blood of Jesus Christ?  Have you been set free by the liberating power of His forgiveness?  If not, you are guilty already; you will not only inherit hell but the wrath of God for all eternity.  Your sin is the issue…  That’s why Jesus went to the cross, to take away your sin… to make a way for you to know God…  

The only thing you have to do tonight is believe in Jesus Christ and invite Him to come and live in your heart… 
Altar Call: (Have Band come/prepare for Communion) (Salvation)
Communion: Read: 1 Corinthians 11 (Bread/Cup) 

2 Altar Call:  Let’s all stand and pray a similar prayer that Jesus prayed…  

God, my life is not about me…  It’s about You accomplishing your will in my life for Your glory… Amen.  

***Reminder*** FIT Outreach meeting down front immediately after the service, we will start the meeting in 2 minutes.  
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