What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?


Series Title:




“The Center of Our Joy” 
The Gospel According to John Ch. 16:16-33
August 9th, 2009
· Last Song: 

· Offering
· Announcements
· Events:

1. Fusion/Intervarsity Florida Tech Outreach
· When: Thursday, August 20th 5-8p.m. 
· Where: (Res Hall Quad) “The Dorms”

· Info: Shane & Fusion band/blow up screen/free food…   
· Ron and Tim will be here next week to share about the event…  

2. New Testament Bible Reading Event 
· When: September 4th and 5th from 6:30p.m. - ?p.m. on the 4th and from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00p.m. on the 5th
· Where: Youth Center worship room

· Info: Early Church Theme/Mediterranean theme for food… Shane and Fusion Worship Band… it’s free… you will sign-up to bring food as their admission to the event.
3. Fusion Young Adult Conference (Feb 5th 6th) 
· Meeting after service tonight who would like to help out with the event…  
4. E-mail contact list
· At the doors, please fill out
· Other Fusion info to pass along:

1. Website/event info/blogs/teaching archives/Devo’s
(1)Intro: (Pass out Bibles) Turn to Ephesians 1:15-23 
(2) (Picture of Garden Tomb) Tonight, the center of our joy rests in the power of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Ephesians 1:15-23 “For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.”  
John 16:16 “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.”
Talking to His disciples speaking of His death on the Cross… it will happen in just a few hours and then for three days they won’t see Him and then after that they will see Him again…
John 16:17-19 “Some of his disciples said to one another, "What does he mean by saying, 'In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me,' and 'Because I am going to the Father'?" 18They kept asking, "What does he mean by 'a little while'? We don't understand what he is saying." 

 19Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, "Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, 'In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me'?
The disciples still struggled with the idea of a Messiah who would die, rise from the dead and then leave the earth and send the Holy Spirit…
The disciples, at different times in their relationship with Jesus seemed to have a hard time understanding, believing, and putting into practice some of the things Jesus told them…

Does this ever happen to you?  Do you ever have a hard time understanding, believing and putting into practice the things God calls us to do in His Word…?  At different times… sure.
One of the main reasons why we have a hard time understanding, believing, and putting into practice some of the things Jesus says, or even understanding what God says in His Word is because we approach God’s Word/God’s plan perhaps with a lack of faith, or with our own idea of how things should go…

Isaiah 55:8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.”

(3) ⦁CF’s are living sacrifices to the Lord  

In every situation in life: Realize and surrender yourself to the fact that God’s ways are best and perfect.
(4-5)Romans 12:1-2 (NLT) “And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”
And something else… when you are confused… or you are struggling to understand something that God might be doing in your life… It is good to talk to people you trust, other believers that can help you along the way… but ultimately, don’t be reserved, timid, or scared to ask God Himself to help you understand what He is saying.  
How does God primarily speak to us?  Through His Word…

Notice that the disciples are asking each other what Jesus meant all the while Jesus is sitting right there… Just go to the source… go to the Word, and in prayer, ask the source… He knows what you’re thinking anyway…  

Jesus knew what they needed clarification on… the same is true in our lives tonight… God will show us just enough to keep us dependent on Him… not to tease us like a greyhound going around the track, but to keep us dependent on Him in this life… building a relationship with Him…       

John 16:20 “I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.”
In the Gospel of John, remember that when the Apostle John refers to “the world”, he is referring to the moral system that is in rebellion against God… 
The divide that exists between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Satan is so great…
Jesus is saying that when He dies, His disciples will weep and mourn… and while they are hurting and grieving over the death of Jesus Christ, the world will rejoice over His death…

(Turn to)Mark 15:29-32 “Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, "So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30come down from the cross and save yourself!" 31In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. "He saved others," they said, "but he can't save himself! 32Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe." Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.”
The Cross of Jesus Christ is offensive… the Cross demands a verdict… Do I believe in Jesus Christ, or do I ignore what He has done for me…?
(6)Philippians 3:18 “For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.”
Again, the divide that exists between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Satan is so great…
Notice that Jesus tells His disciples that “but, your grief will turn to joy.”
How true this is tonight… The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the CENTER OF OUR JOY… It is because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ that we are who we are… we’re not perfect, but we have JOY.  
(7)⦁There is no joy outside of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ
One of the foundational pillars of our faith is joy.  Before we surrendered our lives to Jesus Christ, we were looking for joy in all the wrong places… 
But tonight, God has filled us with His joy, all made possible by the power God exerted when He raised His Son Jesus Christ from the dead…

Tonight, it is morbid, and a tactic of Satan to only focus on the death of Jesus Christ and not the resurrection…  
Jesus is not dead, He is alive… and this truth is the CENTER OF OUR JOY.
(John “20:20” 20/20 Vision) (8)John 20:20 “After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.”
(9)⦁The resurrection of Jesus Christ gives CF’s supernatural joy
We have joy right now and we have hope for all eternity… there is no fear that one day this body will perish and we will be clothed with a new body… all made possible by Jesus death, burial, and resurrection….  

John 16:21 “A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world.”
Ask any mother if giving birth hurts… (Tell story of what Sharalyns dad said at Addalyns birth)  

Jesus is using this as an analogy of the great pain and anguish they will feel due to His death, but eventually they will forget all about the pain due to the overwhelming amount of joy that will fill their lives because of the resurrection.  
Jesus uses this illustration of birth pains for a reason…  All throughout Old Testament history, the children of Israel viewed themselves as in a state of grief and birth pains as they waited, prayed, and desperately longed for their coming Messiah…
(10)Isaiah 26:17 “As a woman with child and about to give birth writhes and cries out in her pain, so were we in your presence, O LORD.”
So, the people of Israel were always longing for the day of salvation… the day the Messiah would come…
John 16:22 “So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.”
The resurrection of Jesus Christ has had an effect on our lives.  We have hope and joy tonight because Jesus is alive… no one can take His joy from you…  Satan can’t take that joy from you… He will try, but God has filled us with His joy…

(11)1 Peter 1:8-9 “Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”
Continuing on…
John 16:23-24 “In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”
There won’t be much else to ask… much else to say… once Jesus has been raised from the dead the disciples will be filled with joy from heaven…  God’s plan of salvation is now complete and joy has come… any sense of un-fulfillment will be gone… 

Maybe you have lots and lots of questions about God tonight…  that’s good… seek the Lord…  but know tonight that the joy of salvation is available now to everyone who believes because God has made a way for man to know Him… all made possible by the complete and finished work on the Cross…

I had a discussion not long ago with a believer who asked, “When I’m praying, who am I talking too… God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit?”

Well, notice in verse 23 where Jesus says, “In that day”… that means after the resurrection… “you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”   
You and I now have access directly to God the Father through the Person of Jesus Christ.  
And this is how we ought to pray today… directly to the Father, in the name of Jesus Christ…  
(12)⦁We pray directly to God, through Jesus Christ, in the Spirit. (led by the Spirit)
Continuing on…

John 16:25-28 “Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. 26In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”
Jesus is focusing on the relationship the disciples will now have with God when He is resurrected and goes back to the Father… direct access to God… no need to pray to anyone other than God Himself…
(13)Hebrews 4:16 “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”
Continuing on…
John 16:29-30 “Then Jesus' disciples said, "Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. 30Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God."
The disciples said this because Jesus saw that they wanted to ask Him what He meant about “In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me” and so without them asking a single question, He just answered them simply and clearly…  
Living for Jesus isn’t complicated… hearing His voice and obeying His commands is not complicated or burdensome… as His power and joy are at work in our lives…  

John 16:31-32 “You believe at last!" Jesus answered. 32"But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.”
Here the disciples are saying, “Lord we believe in You”…  but in just a few hours they are going to be scattered and their faith is going to be tested like they can’t believe… and they will leave Him alone…

John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
Jesus said to His disciples and He says to us tonight, “Peace is only found in Me… there is turbulence in the world… it’s not safe in the world… I have overcome the world”…  
Guys, the only way you are going to make it in this world is by living for Jesus Christ…  

And a word of encouragement to you who follow the Lord but feel battered and bruised by the world… Jesus says, “Take heart!” I have overcome the world.”  
“Take heart” Greek – “tharseo”= “To have courage”

As you live this Christian life tonight, have courage… you have nothing to fear… 

All of us go through trials and temptations…  But may I remind you tonight that the all-powerful all-knowing all-loving God is living inside of you… 

(14)1 John 4:4 “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”
Is Jesus living inside of you tonight?  If not, you are going through this world in absolute darkness… no hope, no joy… why would a person want to do that?  
Jesus said, “I’m telling you these things, so that in me you can have peace…”      
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