What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?


Series Title: “Abide in Christ, Love Each Other, and Be Hated by the World”




“Abide in Christ, Love Each Other, and Be Hated by the World” (Part 3 of 3) 
The Gospel According to John Ch 15:18-27
July 26th, 2009
· Offering
· Announcements
· Events:

1. Fusion Home Group 5th Thursday Gathering (Open to all of Fusion!)
· When: Thursday, July 30th from 6-9p.m.

· Where:  Greenboro Apartment Complex Pool House at the Lakeside at Greensboro apartments.  

· Info: Themeless for food… there will be all kinds of stuff… home groups will be providing food… just come…  

2. Fusion/Intervarsity Florida Tech Outreach
· When: Thursday, August 20th 5-8p.m. 
· Where: (Res Hall Quad) “The Dorms”

· Info: Shane & Fusion band/blow up screen/free food…   
· Prayer Meeting: 
· When: Friday, August 7th 5:00p.m.

· Where: (Res Hall Quad) “The Dorms”  

3. New Testament Bible Reading Event 
· When: September 4th and 5th from 6:30p.m. - ?p.m. on the 4th and from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00p.m. on the 5th
· Where: Youth Center worship room

· Info: Early Church Theme/Mediterranean theme for food… Shane and Fusion Worship Band… it’s free… you will sign-up to bring food as their admission to the event.  

· Other Fusion info to pass along:

1. Website/event info/blogs/teaching archives/Devo’s
Have Carly come up to share and pray.
(1)Intro: (Pass out Bibles) 
John 15:18-19 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.”

• “The world” kosmos = The human system that opposes God’s purpose… the moral order that is in active rebellion against God.  

• The reason people hated Jesus: John 7:7 “…it hates me because I testify that what it does is evil.”
• “News Flash” = The world will never recognize Christ… the world will always be an enemy of Christ until the end of the age, i.e. the end of “the world”.   

• Christians are not to be surprised at this: 1 John 3:13 “Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.
For a Christian to be hated or persecuted in this world is a promise!  

2 Timothy 3:12 “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted…
Many Christians need to wake up and realize that we are not going to be liked… we are going to be mistreated, misunderstood, lied about, persecuted and hated…  Get over it; it comes with the territory…  But there is no reason for us to fear or worry… or to try and change the reality of that truth.

Knowing that we will be hated is half the battle in growing as an effective flower of Jesus Christ in this world…  Our witness for Christ can be that much more powerful by understanding this truth…    

It wasn’t too long ago that I encountered a woman at Palm Bay Wal-Mart who hated Christians… everything I said she hated, everything I did, she hated…  
Jesus said…
Matthew 5:11, 44 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  (44) But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you…”
Paul said…
Romans 12:14 “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.”
Continuing on…
John 15:20 “Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.”
• “No servant is greater than his master”: If Jesus, the Master was a leader with great humility (washed their feet), than it is wrong for His servants to scramble for positions of honor to avoid the lowly task of helping their peers.   
3 Characteristics of Jesus that should be found in a Christian leader:

1. Humility (Imitate Christ’s humility: Philippians 2:1-11)
2. Character

3. Righteousness

So here in verse 20, Jesus is saying to His disciples… that’s you and me… “You are not above Me… If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also”.  
• As we live like Jesus in the world, we will attract the same antagonism that he did.
John 15:21 “They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me.” 

• The name of Jesus can bring comfort and cause calamity.
“Jesus”/Comfort: Matthew 1:21 “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

“Jesus”/Calamity: (When Jesus sent out the 12) Matthew 10:22 “All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”
John 15:22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin.”
• The truth about who we are is revealed in the words of Christ.  His words are truth that you can build your life on.

John 15:23 “He who hates me hates my Father as well.”     


• Hatred towards Jesus Christ is hatred towards God…
Matthew 10:28 “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Continuing…

John 15:24-25 “If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. (25) But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: 'They hated me without reason.”
• Can we say this about our lives…?  If Beau (insert name) had not been among them and done what no one else did (sharing the truth of the gospel), they would not know the truth about the bondage of sin and the burden of guilt that it brings…
John 15:26-27 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. (27) And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”

• Our job/calling = Testify about Jesus 
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