What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?


Series Title: 




“Betrayal”  
The Gospel According to John Ch 13:18-38
April 26th, 2009
Intro: Put your hands up straight in the air (Vertical/position of surrender to God).  Now stretch out your arms to your sides… notice that as you stretch your arms out, you come in contact with other people, people that God has put in your life.  

A person’s life exists on two planes:

Vertical plane: Our relationship with God 

Horizontal plane: Our interpersonal relationships with others

Pastor Chuck: “Often we find that our horizontal plane is out of kilter, and we seek to correct this plane.  We find ourselves unbalanced – so we try to rearrange or adjust our interpersonal relationships in order to reach an equilibrium.  We’re always trying to get our lives in balance, for we desire a well-balanced life.  The difficulty seems to lie in the fact that as soon as we get one problem solved, two more arise.  It seems impossible to maintain right relationships with everyone.  In reality, the answer to a well-balanced life doesn’t lie in correcting the horizontal plane.  The answer lies in correcting the vertical plane of our lives.  A right relationship with God will affect every other relationship we have and, thus, bring the horizontal plane into balance.  Jesus said, “Seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things will be added unto you” (Matt 6:33)

Tonight we will be looking at Judas’ betrayal of Jesus and Peter’s denial of Jesus in two ways:

1. To learn what caused them to do what they did to Jesus. What was the root issue…?

2. What are the attributes of a good friend and how can you and I become better at handling our friendships.

You may have people on your horizontal plane fooled…  But God is aware of what is happening in all those relationships…  He sees what’s happening on the horizontal, how we treat others.         

Maybe tonight you have been betrayed… maybe you have done the betraying in the past… either the case, the Bible gives us a front and center view of how Jesus handled betrayal.  
One of the reasons why betrayal has such powerful effects is because it is an unexpected act from someone we least expect.

Because Jesus is God, He already had the foreknowledge that He was going to be betrayed by a friend and that very act of betrayal was going to cost Him his life…   

(Review from two weeks ago): John 13:12-17 “When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 15I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”
(Begin) John 13:18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture: 'He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.”
(vs. 18) “I know those I have chosen”: 
John 15:16 “You did not chose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”  
Because Jesus chose us and appointed us… what comes out of us i.e. the fruit we bear, (thought, word, and deed) should flow out of us naturally from spending time with Jesus…  
(vs. 18) “But this is to fulfill the scripture”:
In other words, Jesus is saying to His disciples: “What’s about to happen is a part of the plan that God set into motion the moment Adam and Eve sinned back in the garden… so pay attention now so you don’t miss some of the detail of my Father’s perfect plan… people are going to say that this was all a hoax, but you must see the details that prove that God the Father is the one behind all this.”
• Jesus quotes Psalm 41:9 personally and prophetically…

Psalm 41:9 “Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”
Because Jesus could predict His own betrayal and death, this should increase our belief and faith in Him and in God’s entire plan from Genesis to Revelation.  

(Side note): Evangelism last Tuesday/ (Shane on guitar) Guy who talked about how Islam and Christianity having the same roots and preach the same message…  Naturally, he was clueless about God’s plan from the beginning to save people.   

John 13:19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He.”
Picture (Personal story/vs. 19 about believing): My wife and I bought year passes to Sea World this year… we’ve gone 3-4 times so far.  And every time we go, we have to go see Shamu.  The theme of the show is “Believe”… It’s geared towards kids, encouraging them to believe that they too can chase their dreams and one day swim with the whales.  In that show, after watching it a few times, I’ve come to the realization that Shamu is not on display… man is on display. The killer whale has been taken out of its vast ocean environment and placed in a kiddy pool. The power of man has done two things: Harnessed nature (trained the whale) and harnessed human emotion (believe in?)… 
At the beginning of every show, this girl stands there and says something about how we are all to believe and that we are all family of mother earth, so forth and so on…  (It must send people into a tailspin because they don’t know what to believe in… believe in Shamu? Believe in myself?  Believe in the earth?)  
I would love the opportunity to use Shamu as an illustration that points to the greatness of our God…  The stage is set for man to choose whether or not he/she believes… In what I’m not sure…      

John the Apostle themed this Gospel account the same way Sea World themed their main attraction…  
In the Gospel of John, we are always faced with the heart of God.  And the heart of God is that we would believe in Jesus Christ…      

John 13:20-23 “I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me." 21After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me." 22His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.”
(Explain how they were positioned at the table) Leaning on left elbow using right hand to eat with head close to each other’s chest. John was on Jesus right and Judas on Jesus left, the place of honor.     
John 13:24-30 “Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means." 25Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 26Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. 27As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. "What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told him, 28but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. 30As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.”

“Betrayal”: To hand over, traitor, to break faith with, deceive
It’s amazing to me, but somehow… Judas was able to fool all of his relationships on the horizontal, but obviously he was never able to fool Jesus.  Jesus knew the plan from the beginning and actually said that it would have been better if Judas hadn’t been born. (Matt 26:24) Judas must have been the best hypocritical liar the church has ever known.   

Jesus was betrayed by a close friend… a disciple… someone He had personally poured His life into… and spent time with…  To deal with Satan was nothing new for Jesus…  
The roots of betrayal are satanic.  Lucifer (Satan) was created by God as the most beautiful angel in heaven and given a place of honor.  That wasn’t enough for him; his pride became so great (Ezekiel 28:2) that he chose to break faith with the vertical…
If someone chooses to break faith from the vertical, they become subject to the under towing currents of their own pride and selfishness.    

(Transition to OT) King David knew what it was like to be betrayed by those who were close to him.  As he was already dealing with the mounting threat and conspiracy of being betrayed by his son Absalom, David’s key advisor/counselor Ahithophel, whose name means “brother of folly” (meaning brother of lies and foolishness) broke faith with David and joined in the conspiracy with Absalom.  (1 Ch 27:33; 2 Sam 15:12, 31; 16:23; 17:23)

If you have ever been betrayed by someone close to you, then you will agree with David’s feelings and words in these verses in Psalm 55…
Psalm 55:12-14 “If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were raising himself against me, I could hide from him. 13 But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, 14 with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship as we walked with the throng at the house of God.”
As Christ-Followers, we want to be able to know what a good friend is… for two reasons: 1. So we can be that friend… and 2. So we can see danger coming…
Attributes of a good friend:  

1. A good friend is a fellow servant in the Lord
Someone who walks with the Lord… someone you know who has a real on-going relationship with Jesus Christ.  Someone like Tychicus was to Paul… (Acts 20:4; Eph 6:21; Col 4:7; 2 Tim 4:12; Tit 3:12)
Colossians 4:7 “Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord.”   
2. A good friend accepts people for who they are 
Someone who doesn’t judge… if you are friends with someone who is always judging others, do yourself a favor, don’t hang out with them anymore… You don’t want that to rub off on you…      
Romans 15:5-7 “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.

3. A good friend has godly standards.  
Meaning they want to live their life in a way that is pleasing to God…   
1 Timothy 4:8 “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.”
1 Timothy 6:6 “…godliness with contentment is great gain.”

1 Timothy 6:11 “But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.”
We can live godly lives because of His power living in us enables us to do it…

2 Peter 1:3 “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”
4. A good friend loves others

The ability to love others comes from first realizing that God loved us enough to die for us…  And because He loves us, we then realize that He loves everyone… 

The Greatest Commandment: 
Matthew 22:37-40 “Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'[a] 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'[b] 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."
So who are we to take God’s love from Him and not share it with those whom He also loves…?  
Proverbs 3:3 “Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.”
God and people are the only things eternal…  People are all we got… and yet so often we abuse/mistreat the people God has placed in our lives to love… 

Dr. Adrian Rodgers: “We’re to love people and use things NOT love things and use people.”  People are the priority… we are to love people, not stuff…    
(Ask the audience a question):  Do you know God’s love?  The only way for you to know God’s love is because He has showed it to you…  He has showed us by taking ACTION… He created the earth and mankind, after Adam and Eve sinned He took ACTION by establishing a nation that would always be set apart for Him. Then He took ACTION by making it possible for anyone anywhere to be redeemed from their sin at anytime because He sent His only Son to be murdered on a cross for the sin of the whole world.  GOD HAS BEEN EXPRESSING HIS LOVE IN ACTION SINCE THE BEGINNING OF TIME!  
You and I are called to be godly loving people… 
How does the Cross affect our relationships… especially towards those who may betray us…?  
I submit to you tonight that we ought to be like Jesus and embrace the path to the cross, i.e. the path of forgiveness, whatever the cost.
For those of you not married… (most of you)… Ask God to help you to become a forgiving person now…  because it is in marriage that you will need to always be willing to forgive and grow.      
• The Cross is the centrality of our relationships  

We live and move and have our being in Him… our convictions, our direction for life all come from our personal relationship with Jesus which is centered on the Cross… i.e. on what He has done for us…  
John 13:31-32 “When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.”
In the spiritual realm, IT’S GO TIME!  As Judas was on his way to meet with the Jewish rulers to plot the plan of betrayal and receive his payment for the information on Jesus’ whereabouts, Jesus now knows that the time has come.      
John 13:33-35 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
So What!?!?  What does this mean for us and our relationships today?  In our home groups, how are we supposed to live this out? When we go to Haiti, what does this look like…?  

I have 4 things for you to write down tonight about how we are to love one another… (Points and comments from Barclay)
We are to love one another:
a. Selflessly

i. So often we are thinking, ‘what will this love do for me’?  So often at the back of things it is our happiness that we are seeking.  But Jesus never thought of himself.  His one desire was to give himself and all he had for those he loved.

b. Sacrificially

i. There was no limit to what his love would give or to where it would go.  Sometimes we make the mistake of thinking that love is meant to give us happiness.  So in the end it does, but love may well bring pain and demand a cross.  

c. Understandingly

i. I am still studying my wife seeking to understand her better.  We have been together since April 6th, 1997…  You see, when we are meeting people only occasionally, we see them at their best.  Sometimes we say that love is blind.  That is not so, for the love that is blind can end in nothing but bleak and utter disillusionment.  Real love is open-eyed.  It loves, not what it imagines people to be, but what they are.  The heart of Jesus is big enough to love us as we are.     

d. Forgivingly

i. The love which has not learned to forgive cannot do anything else but shrivel and die.  Without forgiveness, it is bound to die.
John 13:36-38 “Simon Peter asked him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus replied, "Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later." 37Peter asked, "Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you." 38Then Jesus answered, "Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!”
In Beau terms… here’s the difference between Judas’ betrayal and Peters denial:
Judas’ betrayal was deliberate… Peter’s denial was just dumb.  

Have you ever done anything dumb?  Have you ever deliberately done anything that you knew was wrong but you did it anyway?  

There’s a difference isn’t there?  I’m so thankful for God’s grace…    

Tonight I want to encourage you to be good friends… take care of one another… look out for each other… serve each other…  love one another…   
(Closing): Listen, if you want to live for God and build lasting relationships both “NOW and LATER”, stand to you feet.

Altar Call/Pray:  

· Pray for our friendships/relationships

· Un-believers who need to become friends of God…

· James 2:23 “And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.”
· Believe tonight and become a friend of God…  
· (Prayer for salvation)
Benediction: 
Ephesians 6:24 “Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.”

May you go and serve the Lord with an undying love… and be blessed by His grace…      
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