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Intro: Life is all about “going the distance”… “Finishing well”…  When I was in the military, they used to train us to learn to control your body in high charged situations so that you could go the distance when needed… so that you could make it to the end… nothing worse than randomly giving it all you got somewhere along the journey and then running out of the ability to cross the finish line…  Well, in the military, the journey was war… from the passage of scripture we are going to study tonight, the journey to finish is life… and instead of just having the physical ability to endure long journey’s of war, Jesus is going to teach us about how a Christ Follower is to live every day along his or her journey of life… Loving to the end…
Many people in our world today think they know what love is and specifically how love is expressed… but I would submit to you tonight that much of what we see in our world that is called “love” is the very opposite of what “Real Love” is…  
John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”
No one, absolutely no one has ever loved you and is loving you more in this moment than ever before than the One who died sacrificially for you… if you know Him personally tonight, you would call Him your Lord and Savior Jesus Christ… if you have only heard of Him, than you may only know Him by His Name and have yet to know Him personally…  
Some people come from a position that says, “I like all the positive messages of Jesus that build me up, encourage me and make me feel good… but I have problems with personally obeying the commands and teachings of Jesus… I don’t think I’m supposed to take it that far.”

You will learn tonight that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is the Only One in all creation that under the banner of “Love” has willingly been crucified on a Roman cross and personally shed gallons of blood so that God now gives Him all authority and right to tell you and me what to do… you are in debt more than you could ever payback…
There used to be this financial commercial on TV about this guy who had it all… (Explain) and then they asked him how he had such a plush life and he said, “I’m in debt up to my eyeballs”.  
It’s the same for us spiritually tonight, Jesus has done so much for us… and we get to enjoy all of His benefits… but we are not in debt like we are on some kind of payment plan to eventually pay off the debt…   

There is no way to re-pay the debt… they only way to make things right between you and God is not to re-pay, but to receive Christ as Lord.  
And tonight, if you do not let the Lord Jesus wash you of your sins… He says the same thing to you tonight that He said to Peter two thousand years ago… “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”   
To the Christ Follower:  One of many things for us to learn tonight from these seventeen verses is that Jesus washes the feet of Judas…
Think about that… Judas… the “disciple” who hands Jesus over to be murdered for the exchange of 30 pieces of silver… blood money from the local church… the amount of about 7,500.00…
When we read our Bibles, we don’t really know what to do with Judas:  The reason Judas bothers us so much is because most of us are like him more that Christ.   
· Have you ever stooped so low to enjoy the pleasures of this world rather than maintain pure devotion in following Jesus?  I have…  
· Have you ever operated in deceit…?  I have… Have you ever tried to conceal sin in your heart?  I have…

Proverbs 28:13 “He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.”
As a Christ Follower… is your life “TV ready”… (Picture of TV’s in Target)   If your life was on those TV’s, would there be concealed un-confessed sin…?
The Good News tonight is that no one has to live life under the bondage of un-confessed sin… that’s a choice you make.  Rather we can confess every part of our lives to Jesus Christ and experience the joy of a guilt free conscience…  
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
To every everyone in this room tonight, John the Apostle never uses the noun “faith” in this Gospel account, but rather over and over again he calls the reader to “believe”!  
John 1:7 “He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.”
John 9:35 “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
John 14:1 (ESV) "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.”
John 14:11 “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.”
John 20:27 “Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."
John 20:31 “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
I cry out to you with great unction from God… Never betray Jesus… always believe and trust in Him… no matter what!  

You can’t stay faithful in your own strength; the Apostle Paul tells us about that in Romans 3… only by His strength, power, and grace working in you can you finish well…  

Paul would say it like this… Colossians 1:29 “To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.”     
A couple of weeks ago, when my wife and I were sick, I shamefully admit, I got a library card so we could check out movies to watch… (We don’t have cable)  So we checked out the first season of “24”.  That is one of the most suspenseful show’s I’ve ever seen… You are always left wondering what will happen next… (TJ calls it, “cinema crack”)

Well, as we begin our study tonight in John Ch 13, we begin our own new season of “24”…  The next chapters, 13-17, cover a significant 24-36 hour time period of Jesus’ life…  So it’s going to be just like the show… lots of intense action… which really takes place in a short period of time… that will be stretched out over weeks of sermon episodes…  (Jack Bauer and Jesus can both say… “This is the longest day of my life”)
John 13:1 “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.”
“the full extent of his love” = “He loved them to the last” = not simply to the end of His life… but rather to the end of eternity… 

• Jesus’ love for us is eternal
The Cross is the most significant event in history… On behalf of Almighty God, it is the greatest accomplishment of eternal love…  

1 John 3:16 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”
So what is the Bible telling us to do here?  
Exegesis = “Then and there” (Understanding the text in its day)
Hermeneutics = “Here and now” (How do I correctly handle and interpret the text so that I can apply it correctly to my life now)
The author of 1 John is the same guy who wrote The Gospel of John…  He is “John the Beloved”…  “The one whom Jesus loved”… So, the “then and there” of 1 John 3:16 is that John has personally experienced the unending sacrificial love of Jesus Christ.  

Earlier in 1 John he writes, 1 John 1:1 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.” 

So the “here and now” is: 
• CF’s should love one another sacrificially
God calls us as His children to be like Christ and be willing to lay down our lives (meaning: put other brothers and sisters before myself [selfless and sacrificial living] and if necessary, be willing to die as many martyrs have done before us for the sake of the church, self sacrifice, because of our great love for the truth that we will never deny it, ultimately advancing the Gospel.  
Q. Has there been a recent situation where you had the resources and ability to meet the need of another brother or sister?  Just something to think about…  

John 13:2 “The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus.”  
David Guzik: “It may well be that a better translation is the devil had already made up his mind that Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, should betray him. Satan was looking for a man to betray Jesus, and had probably been "cultivating" Judas for a long time. But now the choice was made. Judas was his man.”

You and I are on the devils radar in one of two ways:

· A Threat

· A Resource

Q. Which one are you?

This next two verses (verses 3-4) in our text tonight, really grip my heart with such deep appreciation, thanks, and gratitude to our Lord…

John 13:3-4 “Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.” 
Jesus, being the Son of God, knew what was happening in the spiritual realm…  He knew His death was approaching.  From birth He knew when and how He would die.  Would you want to know that kind of information?  

And if you did know that kind of information, what would you do in your last hours of life?  Would you skydive and check another item off of your bucket list…?  Or would you do what Jesus is about to do and serve?  I confess… this is what makes me very different from Jesus…  I would love to be with family and close friends if I knew I was going to die soon, I’m not quite sure I’d get a bucket of water and wash all their feet.    
But notice that all through this process Jesus knew that He was returning to God… that ushers in waves of comfort on my soul tonight…  For us in this world, it doesn’t matter how tough life gets… it doesn’t matter what happens… we know what the end is going to look like…

Knowing that there is coming a day when we will be with God in heaven forever.  How can we weather the storms we are currently in now…?  
In Colossians 4:2-4 Paul says, “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.”
(Barclay) “There were many things for which Paul might have asked them to pray… release from prison… a successful outcome to his coming trial… a little rest and finally peace.  But he asks them to pray only that strength and opportunity may be given to him to do the work which God had sent him into the world to do.  When we pray for ourselves and for others, we should ask not for release from any task, but rather for strength to complete the task which has been given us to do.  Prayer should always be for power and seldom for release…”
• God gives us the (Holy Spirit) power/strength we need for any task (I know it’s long… but copy it)
As a believer, when was the last time you asked the Counselor, the Holy Spirit for help in your life…?

Luke 24:49 “I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
John 13:5-9 “5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!"
I might have been with Peter on this one… the dialogue between Peter and Jesus is much like the dialogue many of us have in our prayer life with Jesus…  
Jesus says, “Let me wash your life clean… let me show you my grace… let me fill you with My Holy Spirit”… and at first, self-condemnation comes and says, “I’m not worthy”.  But Jesus’ response is “If you don’t let me wash your life with forgiveness and with grace, than you will have no part with Me…”  Well, alright then Lord,” Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”  
• Only Jesus can wash away our sins and redeem our lives
John 13:10-11 “Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you." 11For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

Now I know that this has happened to everyone in this room at some point or another… but have you ever been out at a restaurant or some place in town and heard someone just cursing up a storm?  Or maybe been walking around town and seen gay lesbian couples kissing and socializing?  Or maybe you have to work with someone who just doesn’t stop with crud and perverted humor…  

Well, just because you heard or saw that stuff, or had to work with someone like that doesn’t mean your heart is now filled with darkness… no, it’s more like you picked up some dirt along the way and now just need a time of refreshing in God’s Presence and in His Word.  This is one of the reasons why we come together as family to fellowship.  It nourishes our spirits just to be here together, to worship God and to be cleansed by His Word.  Jesus said that “You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.” (John 15:3 NKJV)
“It is this daily cleansing that keeps the believer in communion with Christ. The lesson here has nothing to do with "getting" or "losing" one's salvation. It is strictly a matter of communion, fellowship with Christ. Many believers make the same mistake Peter made (v. 9); they want to be saved (washed) all over again when all they need is to have their feet washed.”
(From Wiersbe's Expository Outlines on the New Testament. Copyright © 1992 by Chariot Victor Publishing, an imprint of Cook Communication Ministries. All rights reserved.)
• The world is dirty, stay bathed in His Word
John 13:12 “When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place."Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them.”
The truth is… these guys were clueless as to what Jesus was illustrating… after Jesus dies on the Cross and is resurrected, they will ultimately be able to “Monday morning quarterback” the last three years of their life and come to a real good understanding as to why Jesus did many of the things He did… like on this night… why did Jesus wash His disciples feet?
He did it to set an example for every Christ Follower to follow…   especially those in church leadership…  the principle is servant leadership...  noticing a need and taking action… even if it’s not the prettiest task…  

The job of washing feet was reserved for a slave that would normally be posted at the door and as guests would arrive from outside, the slave would wash the feet of the guests…   

Those of you guys who are preparing to enter full-time ministry and to all of us as well… 
• Greatness is measured by service 

By your willingness to serve God and others with love and humility.    

John 13:13-14 “You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.”
Among some denominations, the literal act of footwashing is still practiced because of verse fourteen.  Others believe the language is figurative for the importance of serving one another, and that the act itself is not required.    
Let me share a personal experience with this…  When I was a child… between the ages of 6 to 11 years old, my family attended a church that was into obeying this literally…  The adults would have footwashing services… I’ll be honest… it was weird… and now that I’ve grown up and matured in my faith, I look back on that and it’s not that there was anything wrong with it… I’m just not sure what it accomplished.  And something we always have to guard against is “religion”… See, if you and I made footwashing our big thing, well, we would still have to monitor our hearts… because now that we think we are doing something good for God we would have to start watching out for spiritual pride and signs of false humility… so again here we are, it’s back to the heart.  

It wasn’t long ago that I was faced with a person who had differences with me.  And the Lord had spoken to my heart this phrase… “Reconcile, do whatever it takes to reconcile”.  And this was a few weeks ago and I had already begun to meditate on this very chapter for our service tonight…  So I kept asking the Lord, “Do you want me to wash this persons feet?”  And after pondering this in my prayer life for three or four days I was ready to do it and then after meeting with the person I realized that God wanted to get my heart to the right place.  I had 100% come to a place where I was willing to get on my knees as this persons pastor and wash their feet.  

And I realized in that moment this principle… Just like most things in our faith routine… I could have obeyed the command of footwashing with my actions and not with my heart.  You see, because my heart was at the point of footwashing I had come to the place in my relationship with this person of total restoration, complete willingness to serve.  I could have washed this persons feet… and we would have had this real “emo” moment together… but you see it really doesn’t matter as long as I obey the command in my heart.    

Q. Who’s feet do you need to wash?  
John 13:15-17 “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”  
Flesh it out: 
You and I must be willing to wash feet… Guys/dudes… think about all your relationships tonight… any issues?  Across your relational horizon, do you have any unresolved or just tough issues with someone that you have been avoiding…?  Think about it and get that person’s name in your mind right now.    
Ladies… same thing… get that person’s name in your mind right now.  
Alright, write the person’s name down on a sheet of paper…  (If the person you are having issues with tonight is sitting next to you… just write your mother’s maiden name as a code name for you to remember!)
Okay, under the name I want you to write out verse 14.  Do it… John 13:14 “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.”  

Now, you should have the person’s name, the verse, and then underneath the verse I want you to write this… “Reconcile, do whatever it takes to reconcile.”    
Now, you’ve got all this week to reconcile with this person.  If you need to reconcile with someone in this room… you do it immeditaly after the service tonight.  You go to them and you fix it tonight before you leave.  If it’s someone outside of this place, your deadline is Easter Sunday.  
On the week that we celebrate the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord… when God reconciled us back to himself through the death of His Son, seek to be like Jesus this week and do the right thing.  
If you are here tonight and you don’t know Jesus Christ… you need your sins forgiven, you need eternal life.  And the gift of eternal life only comes from repenting and having faith in Jesus Christ tonight.  Remember in Johns Gospel how over and over again he calls us to believe.  God is calling you to believe tonight.  Don’t put your faith in the world or in yourself, believe and trust Jesus Christ as the only One who can redeem your life.  If you are living without Jesus Christ tonight, the Bible says you are dead in your trespasses and sins… but that’s why Jesus died on the Cross… to defeat death and have the power to wash away sin.    

Some friends, Josh and his wife Michelle will be down here tonight to meet with any of you who want to come and pray and make things right with God before you leave this place.    
Pray: 
1. For those of us that need to reconcile with a person…  Jesus wasn’t to proud to have the servants of heart of willingness to wash someone’s feet, nor should I.   
2. For those who need to believe in you for eternal life…  

Don’t forget, we are cancelled next week for Easter… enjoy friends and family…  Homegroups will still meet on the third Thursday, the 16th. 
Benediction:  Now I pray that the Holy Spirit would stamp His Word in your hearts tonight, so that as you leave this place, He will help you remember it and apply it to your life.    

Goodnight guys, see you on the 19th.  
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