What does God want us to know, to feel, and to do?
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Intro:  
(Review from last week) 
John 11:54-57 “Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the Jews. Instead he withdrew to a region near the desert, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples. 55When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. 56They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple area they asked one another, "What do you think? Isn't he coming to the Feast at all?" 57But the chief priests and Pharisees had given orders that if anyone found out where Jesus was, he should report it so that they might arrest him.”
• The warrant for Jesus’ arrest has been issued… He heads to Ephraim to get away for a while and then He arrives back to Bethany (just 2 miles outside Jerusalem) almost a week before Passover…
John 12:1-3 “Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”

• Vs. 2) Remember Martha?  How she’s like Martha Stewart… our culture looks down upon a woman whose job is “the home”… 

One of the most valued principles in the home is for there to be a family focus and a heart of service towards the home i.e. one another, the family…  
• The home is where God’s Word is first lived out in our lives…         
When it comes to Christian fellowship… i.e. “Breaking Bread” (Inside and outside the home) (Fusion does this a lot)… when was the last time we broke bread with a heart of generosity…? 
When was the last time you had someone over for dinner…? Or paid for someone’s meal simply for the purpose of honoring them…? Maybe thanking them for their friendship, or depending on who it is, honoring them for something maybe they have done in your life that blessed you…?  
Proverbs 11:25 “A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.”
Jesus raised Lazarus, Martha’s brother, from the dead, so she cooked Jesus a meal with a heart of gratitude and thanks…  

Lazarus is just sitting there enjoying being alive… probably never thought he’d be sitting at the house again having dinner with those he loved… but, here he is… chilling…  
As a young adult, learn the principle of generosity now… you might be saying, “Beau, I don’t have a dime to give away”… this principle is not only tied to money… Some of the most generous people I know are the poorest people I know…  It should be a part of who we are…

• Side note: Ladies, if you go out with a guy on a date and he doesn’t pay for everything… there doesn’t need to be a second date… guys, I know money is tight right now… so plan ahead and be creative…
• Vs 3) Here we see one of the greatest acts of love in all of the Bible…  This act of worship done by Mary is such a powerful example of love and pure devotion to Jesus that Jesus Himself said that wherever the Gospel is preached this story will be told as well… (Matthew 26:13)
(Turn to) Matthew 26:6-13 (Read aloud)
• Our love for the Lord Jesus should be the center of our “religion”…  Not what church we belong too, not what instrument we play in the band, or who we hang out with… all of those things do say something about who are… but our faith is centered on a pure loving relationship with the Person of Jesus Christ…
(Shane and Carly testimonies): Share about why and how you love Jesus in the same way that Mary loved Him…?  
Continuing on…  
John 12:4-6 “But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5"Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages." 6He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.”
• There will always be “worship hatters”…  People… so-called “Christians”, who will look at your offering, at your life of worship being given to God and they will be filled with jealousy and possibly even hatred… Here’s what you do most of the time… nothing… you give the situation to Jesus in prayer and let Him take care of it…  just keep on giving sacrificially, keep worshiping… keep on offering the best that you have to the Lord in a life of worship…  

At the end of the day… those who decide to be like Judas and commit spiritual suicide will find themselves caught and judged by the very one they betrayed… not you… Jesus…  
Also, those who are quick to criticize in the church usually have their hand in a bucket of sin somewhere in their lives… could that be you tonight…?  If you were in this house with Jesus… would you be Mary, or Judas?           
Jonathan and I were talking about something this week that can creep up on us as believers if we are not careful… (and Shane heard us talking through those office wall dividers… and latter came over in agreement saying “I couldn’t help but hearing what you guys were saying”)
We can read the Bible for other people and not ourselves…  We can read a passage of Scripture and think about how it applies to so many other people’s lives… “Oh, yeah, so and so did this… Oh, yeah, so and so needs to hear this…  Oh, yeah, so and so is like Judas”…  

Have you ever done that?  

When reading the Bible, the question to ask is, “How can I apply this to my life?”  “What does God want me to know…? What does God want me to feel…? What does God want me to do?”  

John 12:7-8 “Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”
• In other words…  Spending time with Jesus is more important than doing good things.  

Spending time with Jesus is more important than spending time doing good things…  Yes, we know that faith without works is dead… but the love that you would express to someone in an act of kindness should be from the overflow of a love life that began with time spent with Jesus.
John 12:9-11 “Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.”    
• Something we know to be true about our faith is that when a lost person sees a person that was close to them experience the process of being born again (spiritually reborn), they get a front row seat to a life change…  They personally get to watch someone who was dead raise to life…  
• People will respond in one of two ways to the work of the Gospel in someone’s life… over time, either they will begin to show interest in the things of God… because they too might want to be born again… or, they will deny the power of God in a person’s life and call it everything contrary to what it really is… “A rebirth”

I spoke with a man after the Praise night service on Friday night… he was prior Air Force and he told me that all through his Air Force career he was a Buddhist… but he had a friend he worked with that was a Christian who always talked to him about the Lord… Eventually, this man I was talking to surrendered his life to Jesus and became a Christian… but to this day, he credits his friend from way back for sowing the seed into his heart and living a real Christian life right in front of his eyes…  

Q. Where is your heart at tonight?  Are you born again?  
John 3:5-8 “Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water [natural birth] and the Spirit [spiritual birth]. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”
Continuing on…
John 12:12-13 “The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 
   "Hosanna!" 
   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
   "Blessed is the King of Israel!”
Vs. 12) “Great crowd” 2-3 million Jews came to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast

“Hosanna” means “Save Now”… not all, but many of the people were hoping that Jesus would be a political leader that would be able to save them by breaking the yoke of the Roman oversight on their lives and lead them to some kind of peaceful independent state as a people…     
• Jesus didn’t come for politics… He came for people   
Something I have seen in my life:  It seems as though the world always has a plan for Jesus… meaning…  Man’s wisdom and explanation of who Jesus is without believing what the Bible says about who Jesus is… the people in this crowd were doing this same thing…  Oh, they were excited about Him… but they didn’t quite have a full understanding of what was happening…    
Today, we hear things like: 
“Jesus wasn’t God, He was a good teacher”… “Jesus wasn’t the Messiah, He was a prophet”… and all the while, Jesus has a plan for man… 
Isaiah 42:7 “…to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” 
Bottom line:  We must have a Biblical understating of the Person and Mission of Jesus.
Why did Jesus come…?  
(Closing passage): 1 Timothy 1:15-17 “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 17Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
Altar Call: (Salvation/Rededication/For CF’s to pray for a renewed love life with Jesus Christ) 
Closing Song: 

Benediction: As we leave tonight… Psalm 19:14 “May the words of our mouth and the meditation of our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, our Rock and our Redeemer.” 
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