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Intro:  
John 11:1-3 “Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 3So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick."
• Everybody say, “Lazarus”… Lazarus means “One who God helps”

• Bethany = Today is called “Azariyeh”= “The place of Lazarus”  
As stated in verse 2, this Mary from Bethany is Lazarus’ sister and the same Mary who anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume in Mark 14:1-9
Martha and Mary send word to Jesus that their brother Lazarus is sick…  I like what they say… “the one you love is sick”…  
You might be a Christian tonight, and you might think that you really love Jesus a lot… and you may… But the truth is… He loves you even when you may not love Him…  At times my love for the Lord can be inconsistent… but His love for me is always constant.     
Psalm 100:5 “For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.”   

Hillsong United sings a song titled “Love Enough”… there is a short phrase in the lyrics that move my heart every time I hear them… “Your love broke my fall”…  I love that…   

John 11:4 “When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it."
What does this mean?  Remember Romans 5:12? Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…”  Sin leads to death… if it wasn’t for sin, we wouldn’t even know what death is…  Death is our enemy…  Now, if someone is a believer in Jesus Christ, there is no eternal death… there is only physical death… no end…  
Jesus has the power to forgive you of sin, (but more specifically as we talk about John 11/the raising of Lazarus from the dead) He has conquered death, and is the giver of eternal life for those who put their trust in Him…
John 11:25-26 “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
This is the ultimate “sermon illustration” Jesus is making with this miracle… (Beau’s paraphrase) “I [Jesus] have power and authority over life and death, things present, things eternal… watch… I’ll show you by raising a dead man to life”   
• Why do we often act as though we are living just to die? When really, we are dying so that one day we might live!     
John 11:5-6 “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.”
What’s up with this?  Over and over again, John tells us that Jesus loved this family… well, then how come Jesus didn’t get up and go as fast as He could from beyond the Jordan (John 10:40) to Bethany to take care of this sickness which will ultimately lead to death.?  
How many times in our lives do we say to the Lord… “When will you act…?  When will you do something…?  Lord… when? What’s the holdup…?”  
• God is always late (according to us) and right on time… 
If Jesus was like a genie… you’d trust in the principle of the lamp rather than grow in a personal relationship with the genie.  
Jesus works in our lives in a way that builds our faith and our trust in Him… His desire is that we would grow closer to Him in the process of faith building…     
2 principles for young adults who are waiting on God for provision and guidance:
1. God will provide, don’t worry: Matthew 6:26-27 “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?”
The role of giving and living a selfless life plays a significant part in this… For many of us, the spiritual constipation of so many blessings being stored up in our lives and not being shared or deposited in the lives of others are the source of our own inability to clearly and simply “be blessed and bless others”… we are often found to busy in our prayer closets asking for more… when God is saying to us, what can you give?   
2. Today, God guides me by His Spirit: John 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.”
We must learn to hear and obey the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is our Counselor… the Third Person of the Trinity… the One sent by God in replacement of Jesus upon the earth to govern the affairs of the church, to speak to each of you individually about everything in your life…  Guys, the Holy Spirit is alive!  He is speaking to our hearts, He is empowering us to preach the Word and win the lost…  
But in a very personal way, the Holy Spirit will guide you in all truth…

A lot of guys try to come up with why they think Jesus waited 4 days to go the Bethany and perform this miracle…  The truth?  We don’t know exactly why… but we do know that John always wants us to see that Jesus makes decisions on His own timing… water into wine… John 2… Jesus’ brothers trying to get Him to go to Jerusalem… John 7… How often in our lives do we want Jesus to do things in our own way?  We must learn to let Him be Jesus… His timing, His plans, and His leading are perfect… 
John 11:7-10 “Then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea." 8"But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?" 9Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world's light. 10It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light." 

Jesus is the master teacher… “Are there not twelve hours of daylight in a day?  A man who walks by day will not stumble…” 
• Vs 9) When walking in the light of Christ, there is nothing in this world to fear…  
2 principles/applications about time being given here:

1. Practical 
2. Spiritual 
They are kind of one in the same… what is spiritual is practical for life and what is practical as it comes from God finds its roots in the spiritual.  

Practical Application: In other words… a person who walks by day, i.e. a person who lives life in the light of the sun of the day is to work during the day…  

You and I were not designed to be stagnant… we were designed to work…  now that may play out in different ways in your life… fulltime school, small business entrepreneur, whatever, you fill in the blank…   

Ecclesiastes 9:10 “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.”
And for those of you guys who think that you’re going to be able to get married and have your wife work and pay all the bills while you stay at home and play Wii…  

1 Timothy 5:8 “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”
Jesus had a job… He was carpenter… the sun rises for us to work…  
Spiritual Application: In commenting in verses 6-10 Barclay says, “The Gospel has in it two notes – the glory of being in time [in the gospel]; and the tragedy of being too late.”  In other words… a person who walks by day, i.e. a person who lives their life in the light of Christ will not stumble into darkness at the end of this life… 

But, it is when a person stumbles at the end of this life if he/she chooses not to walk in the light of Christ now while there is still time…
John 11:11-13 “After he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up." 12His disciples replied, "Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better." 13Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.” 

• “Asleep” as it pertains to death, is a common metaphor in the Old Testament and the New Testament, but have slightly different meanings in each…
· In the Old Testament, “asleep” referred to death with the conception that the person would not wake up until the end times… (Daniel 12:2)  The Old Testament saints did not have a full view of understanding of life after death… now through the revelation of Jesus Christ and His plan of salvation… we have been able to understand life after death before and after the second coming of Jesus Christ to the earth…    
· In the New Testament, “asleep” refers to death as well, but for the Christian, our resurrection to life is certain... 
 

· Examples of this: (The Stoning of Stephen) 
Acts 7:59-60 “While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he fell asleep.”

· 1 Corinthians 15:20, 51 “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed…”

· (Turn to) 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 (Read aloud) 

John 11:14-15 “So then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead, 15and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
• Lazarus is very very dead…

• “so that you may believe”… This is the purpose of Johns Gospel: 

(Write “John 20:31” in your margin next to verse 15/and write “Purpose of John’s Gospel” next to 20:31) John 20:31 “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
John 11:16 “Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
• Didymus = “Twin”… we don’t know who his twin is… for fun, we can pretend that God left it that way for us to insert ourselves here… for, are we as devoted as Thomas…?  

• Thomas, i.e. “Doubting Thomas” should be referred to as “Devoted Thomas”.  
John 11:17-22 “On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

 21"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

• Vs. 17-18) Jesus shows up at Bethany
• Vs. 19) It was custom for there to be many people (family, friends, neighbors) present to mourn with and comfort the family of the deceased.    

• Vs. 20) Martha is like Martha Stewart… always working, always cleaning, always cooking, can’t sit down, working with her hands…  Mary is the “reflective type”… she liked to sit at Jesus’ feet and gaze upon Him...  She liked to just sit and contemplate… reflect… 

• Vs. 21-22) Don’t think for one second that you can command Jesus around like some kind of force…  Rather, seek to commune with Jesus and have a relationship built on love and trust.  
John 11:23 “Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again.”
• He gives her a promise…
John 11:24 “Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”    
• She’s thinking Daniel 12:2 type resurrection: 
Daniel 12:2 “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.”
John 11:25-26 “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
• Here we have number 5 of the 7 metaphorical “I AM” statements Jesus makes in the Book of John…
• Sin brings death… Jesus brings life… it’s that simple… Jesus came to conquer… to display His power over sin and death…

• John 1:3-4 “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.”
• (Turn to) 1 Corinthians 15:53-57 “For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 55"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
• I ask you the same question Jesus asked Martha… “Do you believe this?”  
John 11:27 “Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”
• Personal confession to the Lord…
John 11:28-33 “And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. "The Teacher is here," she said, "and is asking for you." 29When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 

 32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." 

 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.”

• I believe that Jesus’ mixed emotions of frustration and sadness are at death… Death is His enemy and death is our enemy…  
• Here we see our compassionate Shepherd get a little ticked at the effects of sin and death… it got personal… He loved Lazarus and his sisters…    

• Sometimes we just need to be reminded that God cares for each of us…  God does have a deep, emotional, sympathetic love for each of us…  
• Remember… John wrote this book to a predominately Greek audience…  The Greeks believed that their gods were emotionless… “how and why would a god care about me as a person?”  But yes, here we see that Jesus cuts right to our hearts, displaying His compassion and His heart of love that He has for each of us… and He doesn’t just cry… He acts on His love…    

Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
John 11:34-35 “Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, Lord," they replied. 35Jesus wept.” 
• “Jesus wept”/Jesus cries for sin, death, and for His friend Lazarus.  
John 11:36-37 “Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

(Next two points from Driscoll)
• Vs. 37) In the midst of suffering, persecution, or tragedy, people love to point their finger at God…  They love to ask foolish questions and accuse God of foolish things…  Meanwhile, Jesus is weeping at the death of His friend…  

• These people are the same people who when 10 minutes into watching a movie will get up, say “This movie is lame”, and walk out…  They won’t stay until the end… they think they know everything when really they don’t know anything… they are really arrogant… and people do this all the time.  Some kind of suffering or persecution comes into their life and they curse God and say, “I don’t like this, I don’t like where this is going”… well, the truth is you and I have no idea where God is taking us and “how” He will be good on His promise, we just know and believe that He will be faithful to His promise… Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
John 11:38-39 “Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39"Take away the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”    
• KJV = “he stinketh”… dudes stink…. But dudes that have been dead for four days “stinketh”...
John 11:40-44 “40Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 
 41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me." 
 43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 
      Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."

• Vs. 42) Jesus always sought to point the glory back to where it belonged… back to God… we often fail to do this… whenever you are used by God in any way you must always seek to give the glory to God… never take glory for yourself that was intended for God… If you keep doing this, you’ll be out of a job real quick…   

• Vs. 43) Same voice: “Let there be light” - “Lazarus, come out” The Creator of life is exercising and displaying His power over death…  
• Vs. 44) Imagine if you were Lazarus… talk about motion sickness and feeling a little awkward… his hands and feet where wrapped in linen and his face was covered with cloth…     
(Turn to) John 5:25-30 “I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 27And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

 28"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 30By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.”
• The time is coming when each of us will die… we will die and we will be judged…   
• Hebrews 9:27 “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment…”

• You want to make sure that you choose life and not death…
• John 6:40 “For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”
John 11:45 “Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him.”
• May we never overlook these instances…    
John 11:46-48 “But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. "What are we accomplishing?" they asked. "Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 

• They were all freaked out because they were concerned about the possibility of losing their religions organization… their status… their recognition…  
John 11:49-53 “Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, "You know nothing at all! 50You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish." 51He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 52and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one. 53So from that day on they plotted to take his life.” 

• By Jesus choosing to help his friend, it brought Him one step closer to His death on the Cross...  

• We must be people who glory in the Cross…  There is no greater glory than suffering for the Cross…  Paul makes his boast only in the Cross….  
• Galatians 6:14 “May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”

John 11:54-57 “Therefore Jesus no longer moved about publicly among the Jews. Instead he withdrew to a region near the desert, to a village called Ephraim, where he stayed with his disciples. 

 55When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover. 56They kept looking for Jesus, and as they stood in the temple area they asked one another, "What do you think? Isn't he coming to the Feast at all?" 57But the chief priests and Pharisees had given orders that if anyone found out where Jesus was, he should report it so that they might arrest him.”

Pray:
Altar Call: 

Closing Prayer/Benediction: Ephesians 3:20-21 “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

The connection between Cross and Crown??? Short study and list some short points here….  
Info: 

· Key verses in the chapter:

· John 11:25-26 “Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
· This event took place about 1 month before Jesus’ own death.

· Last public miracle of Jesus

· It was the third time Jesus raised someone from the dead

· Jairus’s daughter, (Mark 5:21-43)
· The son of the widow at Nain, (Luke 7:11-17)
· Lazarus, (John 11:38-44)
· This miracle brought the Sanhedrin to the final decision to have Jesus killed (v. 53).  

· After miracle, Jesus withdraws to Ephraim, in the Hill Country about 12 miles north of Jerusalem to wait quietly with the Twelve for the Passover.   

· Lazarus is the brother of Martha and Mary, who lived in Bethany 

· Factors that enhance the importance of this miracle:

· Four days passed between death and resurrection (v. 39)

· The number of witnesses involved were many (11:45; 12:17-19)
· The health of Lazarus after the event (12:1-2, 9)
· Miracle illustrates Christ’s sympathy (11:5, 11, 34-35)
· Miracle illustrates Christ’s power (11:40-44)
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